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INTRODUCTION. 



Thr iT^ork now oifered to the favourable reception of 
the public, being from the pen of the late Dr. Hamil- 
ton, of Aberdeen, and evidently composed with an 
eye to publication, stands in no need of a prefatory 
recommendation. A life extended beyond the ordi- 
nary limits, and passed chiefly in public and important 
situations, and in the course of which he published 
various valuable works, has made Dr. Hamilton well 
known to the greater number of those who are likely 
to take an interest in this volume. But as it is pro- 
bable that no more of bis writings will be submitted 
to the public, a short notice or memoir of the Author 
may not prove unacceptable to the community at 
large, and will be particularly gratifying to his friends 
and acquaintance. 

Dr. Hamilton's grandfather was Dr. William 
Hamilton, well known as Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Edinburgh, and afterwards Principal of 
that seminary. He was a cadet of the family of 
Preston. His father was Gavin Hamilton, an emi- 
nent publisher and bookseller in Edinburgh, who 
was distinguished for his loyalty during the Rebellion 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

of 1745. Mr. Hamilton married Helen, daughter of 
James Balfour, Esq., of Filrig; and Dr. Robert 
Hamilton, the subject of this memoir, was the eighth 
child of that marriage, and was bom on the 11th day 
of June, 1743. 

In infancy Dr. Hamilton was of a delicate consti- 
tuUon, which improved as he advanced in years ; and, 
with the exception of lumbago, to which he was much 
subjected in the latter part of life, and which occa- 
sioned his stocking very much, he scarcely had a 
serious ailment during his long life, till within three 
weeks of hb death, which was occasioned by a total 
loss of appetite, and consequent decay of bodily 
strength. 

He was an excellent scholar in every department 
of literature to which he applied, and his strong de- 
sire to acquire knowledge made him a favourite with 
all his teachers, and more especially with the cele- 
brated Matthew Stewart, professor of mathematics in 
the University of Edinburgh, who was indignant 
when informed that his favourite pupil was intended 
for business. 

Mr. Hamilton was always partial to a literary life; 
but, jrielding to circumstances, he was induced to 
spend some time in the banking-office of Messrs. 
William Hogg and Son, in order Co fit him for pro- 
secuting that line, or for becoming a general 
merchant. 

Soon after this, his father gave up business as a 
puUisher, and retired to a paper-mill which he pos- 
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INTRODUCTION. vii 

sessed in a beautifully romantic situation near Edin- 
burgh. 

About this time^ the subject of this memoir formed 
several of his most lasting friendships, particularly 
with Dr. Charters, Dr. Wodrow, Robert Scott Mon- 
crieff^ Esq., &c. About this time also, he and some 
other literary young men formed themsdves into a 
debating society, which existed for a season or two, 
and which led to the foundation of the present Spe- 
ciilatiye Society of Edinburgh. 

It may not be uninteresting to notice, that he 
became personally acquainted with Lord Eaimesin 
rather a singular manner, but highly creditable to 
both. He wrote an anonymous criticism, in one oi 
the magazines of the day, on one of the works of that 
celebrated author. This critidsm attracted Lord 
Kaimes's attention so much, that he inserted a notice 
in the same periodical, requesting that if the author 
of the criticism in question was already known to him, 
he might have the pleasure of knowing him better ; 
and, if he was a stranger, beting that he might 
have the honour of becoming acquainted with him. 
It was with much difficulty that Dr. Hamilton was 
persuaded to reveal himself to Lord Kaimes| and 
when he did so, his Lordship could scarcely believe 
that, in this young man, he saw before him his able 
critic But so much was he pleased with the con- 
versation of his new acquaintance, that he gave him 
a general invitation to his house as d%en as suited his 
c<mveiiience. Availing himself of this invitation, it 

b2 
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viil INTRODUCTION. 

proved the means of introducing Dr. Hamilton to 
many of the first literary characters of the time. 

In 1766, the mathematical chair in Marischal 
College having become vacant by the death of Mr. 
Stewart, the earnest solicitation of Dr. Hamilton's 
friends prevailed with him, although reluctantly, 
being then only twenty-three years of age, to offer 
himself as a candidate for the office. He was un- 
successful (Dr. Trail being appointed) ; but the im- 
pression of Dr. Hamilton's talents and acquirements, 
which his appearance upon this occasion made upon 
the minds of the judges, was very strong, as several 
letters which are now before the writer of this memoir 
plidnly show. One of these, from a most respectable 
professor in King's College, one of the examinators, 
addressed to Dr. John Gregory, of Edinburgh, it is 
hoped, may not prove unacceptable to the reader. 

* Dear Doctor, 

' Mr. Hamilton called upon me yesterday, but, 
' having missed him, a due regard to that young 
' man's merit obliges me to put you to the expense 

* of a postage, that I may have an early opportunity 

* of signifying my sentiments of the good appearance 

* he made at the trial. In every exercise that was 

* given the candidates, Mr. Hamilton discovered a 

* remarkable genius for mathematics, and a justness 

* of apprehension and perspicuity that is rarely to be 
*' met with. He is an excellent demonstrator; always 

' planned out his demonstration with judgment, and 
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INTRODUCTION. ix 

* apprized his audience where the stress lay^ so that 
^ he brought it to a conclusion in the most perspicuous 

* manner, and in such a way that no person of com- 
' mon understanding could miss it. All the exami- 
' nat(N*8 wei*e highly satisfied with the candour of his 

* written performances, on which he never attempted 

* to throw dust, or conceal where he was at a loss ; 
^ and even upon those occasions, from the ingenious 
' attempts he made to get himself disengaged, the 
'judges formed the most favourable opinion of his 
' ability. Mr. Trail wias preferred to him ; but 
' justice requires that I should acquaint you, that he 
' trode very closely at Mr. Trail's heels. I look 
' upon it as a very agreeable circumstance of the trial, 
' that I had thereby an opportunity of knowing a 
' young gentleman of so much real merit, and every 
' way so agreeable. If any more formal testimony 
' can be of any service to Mr. Hamilton, I know that 
' the least hint will procure it from all the examinators. 

* I am, with great truth, yours, 

(Signed) * Thomas Gordon/ 

After this competition Dr. Hamilton became a 
partner in the paper-mill, and, his father having died 
the following year, the whole charge of the business 
devolved ujwn him. The concern being burdened 
with the shares of all the rest of the family, and the 
drudgery of it being foreign to his inclinations, and 
breaking in upon his literary habits and pursuits, he 
gave it up, having appointed a manager to take 
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1 INTRODUCTION. 

charge of it, and in 1769 obtained the rectorship of 
the academy at Perth. 

In 1771 he married Miss Anne Mitchell^ of Ladath, 
but had the misfortune to lose her in 1778. She left 
him three daughters^ Anne, Helen, and Marian, all 
living at the date of this memoir. The eldest, to 
whom her father bequeathed his house in the country, 
is unmarried ; the second is widow of Andrew Thom- 
son, Esq., of Banchory, in the county of Kincardine ; 
and the youngest is married to the Reverend Robert 
Swan, of Abercrombie, in Fife. 

In 1779 Dr. Hamilton was presented to the natural 
philosophy chair in Marischal College, which is in the 
gift of the crown, and in the autumn of that year 
removed with his family to Aberdeen. For one 
session Dr. Hamilton taught the class to which he 
had been presented ; but Dr. Copland having removed 
from the chair of this class to the mathematical chair, 
and neither finding themselves so much at home in 
the situaticms in which they were now severally placed, 
they arranged an exchange before the commencement 
of another session, and from that time forward Dr. 
Hamilton taught the mathematical class. It was not, 
however, till 1817, that he became, by presentation, 
professor of mathematics. 

In 1782 Dr. Hamilton entered again into the 
married state, having espoused Jane, daughter of 
James Morison, Esq., of Elsick. 

In 1814 Dr. Hamilton, finding the duty of teach- 
ing his three mathematical classes too laborious, en- 
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INTRODUCTION. xi 

gaged an assistant, with the permission of the Senatus 
Academicus, to which his age, and his long and faith- 
ful services, well entitled him. This assistant was 
Mr. John Cruickshank, who for many years in* 
structed the two youngest classes, whilst thq Doctor 
continued to teach the higher branches of the science 
himself; and so entire satisfaction did Mr. Cruick- 
shank give both to Dr. Hamilton and to the other 
members of the college, that, on their joint appli- 
cation, the town council appointed him as asastant 
and successor to Dr. Hamilton, at the same time that 
the Doctor himself obtained a presentation to the 
mathematical chair. ' 

In February, 1895, his second wife, by whom he 
had no family, died, leaving him again a widower* 
From this period^ he passed much of his time at his 
cottage in the country, where bis valuable life was 
tarminated in the bosom q{ his family, on the 14th day 
of July, 18S9> in the eighty-seventh year of bis age. 

Having thus briefly detailed the leading events of 
Dr. Hamilton's life, before attempting an outline of 
his character, it will be proper to notice his publica- 
tions. 

In 1777 the first edition of his 'Merchandise' 
appeared, whilst he was superintending the academy 
at Perth, and it has gcme through several editions. 

In 1790 he printed, for the use of his class, a set 
of Mathematical Tables. 

In 1796 he published his ^ Arithmetic,' which has 
been often reprinted. 
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In 1800 he published, for the use of his studeots, 
* Heads of a Course of Lectures on Mathematics.' 
All his publications of a strictly professional character, 
being the result of a thorough acquaintance with his 
subject, and distinguished by luminous perspicuity, 
have been highly valued, and will ever retain a re- 
spectable place among works of that nature. 

He published in 1790, without, however, affixing 
his name to it, ' An Essay on Peace and War.* In 
this short treatise, by exhibiting, in a clear point ol 
view, the slender grounds upon which bloody and 
ejcpensive wars are often undertaken, and the inade- 
quacy of national advantages to compensate the loss 
of men and money incurred by the retention of foreign 
acquisitions, he ably combated that unbounded spirit 
of retaliation and conquest in which high-minded 
nations are too ready to indulge. 

In 1813 the first edition of his work on the 
' National Debt and Sinking Fund* was given to the 
public, and it has passed through three editions. 
This work has raised his name higher in the scale of 
political authors than any of his other publications, 
and must, indeed, render it immortal. It exhibited the 
fallacy of the arguments by which financiers had been 
blinded, and by means of which, for a considerable 
period, the nation had been kept in the dark ; and it 
opened their eyes to the simple truth, that debts can 
only be liquidated by a surplus of income over ex- 
penditure. 

Whilst noticing his printed works, we must not 
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INTRODUCTION. xiii 

omit to mention a valuable small pamphlet on. ' Pau- 
perism/ called forth by the state of the poor in 
Aberdeen, and an inquiry into the most eligible means 
of relieving their wants, without having recourse 
to poor's rates, to which last he was, on strong 
grounds, always hostile. In this pamphlet, he treats, 
with that perspicuity for which all his writings are 
remarkable, of the various claims of indigent persons 
on the charity of the public, and to what extent 
those claims deserve attention. The doctrine of this 
pamphlet is of general application, and ought to be 
widely diffused. 

It may be noticed here^ that Dr. Hamilton^ although 
he did not send many of his works to the press, wrote 
at great length on various subjects connected with his 
favourite study of political economy. This appears 
from several essays found among his papers, viz., — 
* On the American War' — ^ On Grovemment,' — * On 
the Corn-bounty,' and others ; and it is to be regretted 
that none of them are so far finished as to admit of 
bring laid before the public. 

From what has been said above, it will be readily 
anticipated that Dr. Hamilton's correspondence must 
have been extensive. Many eminent mathematicians 
received their education at Marischal College^ who 
in after life acknowledged their obligations to Dr. 
Hamilton, in a manner highly gratifying to him^ and 
his professional publications attracted the attention of 
many, both at home and abroad : this led to an ex- 
tensive epistolary correspondence, which was greatly 
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augmented by the force of reuoning displayed in his 
political essays. On the subject of these last, he ex- 
changed many letters with Lord Lauderdale, Mr. 
Grenfell^ and other members of the British parlia- 
ment; and had also communications with Mons. J. 
Baptiste Say, and Baron Fahrenberg, ci Carlsnihe, 
whidi last requested permission to translate his work 
on the < Finances' into German, with a view to its 
publication in his native dty. 

Dr. Hamilton, in the midst of all his more mo« 
mentous duties and avocations, with which he never 
allowed any other pursuit to interfere, devoted no 
inconsiderable portion of his time to the management 
of the coll^ funds and bursaries, and still more dis- 
interestedly to every subject connected with the good 
and prosperity of the town in which he resided. 
The demands upon him in the latter of these depart- 
ments were numerous, owing to the confidence of those 
in office in his talents, and accuracy in business ; and 
his o(»nion was uniformly listened to with deference 
and respect. 

In 1807, in compliance with the deed of settlement 
of the late John Burnett, of Dens, an advertisement 
appeared in the newspapers, intimating that that gen- 
tleman had bequeathed a sum, not less than 800/., 
to be paid for the best, and 4002. for the second best 
treatise on the following theme: namely, * The 
< evidence that there is a Being all-powerful, wise, 
^ and good, by whom everything exists; and this, in 
* the first place, from considerations independent of 
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< written revelation ; and, in the aeoond place, from 

* the revelation of the Lc»*d Jesus ; and to point out 

* the inferences most necessary for, and most useful 

* to, mankind.' 

By the deed of settlement, also, the ministars of the 
established church of Aberdeen, the principals and 
professors of King^s and Marischal Colleges of Aber- 
deen, and the trustees of the testator, were appointed 
to meet and make choice of three judges, to decide 
upon the comparative merit of such treatises as should 
be laid before them. This meeting took place in 
1814, when the three judges elected were Dr. Gerard, 
professor of divinity in King's College, Mr. George 
Glennie, professor of moral philosophy in Mmschal 
College, and the subject of this memoir. They ac* 
cepted the office ; and the number of treiEitises given 
in amounting to no fewer than fifty, the judges found 
that the task which they had undertaken proved 
extremely laborious, and the anxiety of Dr. Hamiltcm 
to ascertain widi the strictest impartiality the respec* 
tive merit of the writers was very great, as appears 
from the copious notes found among bis papers, taken 
by him during the perusal of the treatises, which as^ 
sisted, not a little, in enablii^ the judges to come to 
an unanimous decision. 

As an elder of the church, he considered himself 
peculiarly called upon to give his attenticxi to the 
management of the poor's funds, and the best means 
of rendering them efficient. In this capacity, too, he 
was frequently commissicHied by his college to repre* 
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sent that body in the General Assembly of the Chtirch 
of Scotland, and took a deep interest in theur proceed- 
ings; and when he offered his sentiments on any 
subject of debate, which, fix>m his innate modesty, 
was but seldom, he was listened to with profound 
attention. 

No one understood better, and few indeed so well, 
all the details connected with the Church's Widows* 
Fund, or was more truly solicitous for its improvement 
and success. 

A firm belieyer in divine revelation, Dr. Hamilton 
early became a member of the Auxiliary to the British 
and Foreign Bible Sodety formed at Aberdeen, and 
deeply dq>lored the intemperate manner in which the 
broachers of the apocryphal controversy carried it on, 
and the schism which it gave rise to. 

He was shocked with cruelty, when exercised even 
upon the meanest of the inferior animals ; and of 
slavery, and its dreadful consequences, both as they 
respect the bodies and the souls of mankind, he had a 
great abhorrence. Under the influence of this feel- 
ing, he was an original member of the Antislavery 
Society of Aberdeen, and was unanimously called to 
the chair as their president — a situation which he held 
till his death. 

The above notices of Dr. Hamilton will serve in 
no inconsiderable degree to develop his character. 
Among his papers we find regulations for his future 
conduct in life, written when he was only twenty-two 
years of age, at which time he had the prospect of 



Digitized by 



Google 



INTRODUCTION. xvii 

entering into business. They are extremely interest, 
ing, and embrace resolutions in respect to almost every 
situation in which he possibly might be placed in th6 
course of Providence. They breathe throughout ^ 
most Christian and philanthropic spirit, and prescribe 
the most uncompromising rectitude. of conduct, and 
the most open-handed charity ; and although many of 
the supposed contingencies were never realized, on a 
review of. his life we evidently perceive that he nev» 
lost sight of them.. 

Dr. Hamilton'is talents were of the highest order, 
and sedulously improved ; and it was a merciful di»- 
pensation for himself, as well as for the community of 
which he was so valuable a member, that his faculties 
were unimpaired to the close of life. Three weeks 
before his death, he attended a meeting of the Senatus 
of Marischal College, met on business connected with 
the royal visitation, and delighted his colleagues with 
the distinctness of his perceptions, and the importance 
of his remarks. And evan many days after this, when 
his strength had greatly sunk under the pt'essure of 
disease, he was frequently employed in reviidng and 
correctinjg the work to which this memoir is prefixed. 

Dr. Hamilton was naturally unobtrusive and re- 
tiring, and by strangers was considered as an absent 
man. Addison says, ^ I distinguish a man who is 
' absent hecAuse he thinks of something else, from a 
' man who is absent because he thinks of nothing.'* 
In the latter sense. Dr. Hamiltcm was never absent; 
in the former, he might sometimes be said to be so. 
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when what was passii^ before him was unimpc^tatit : 
when otherwise, he was so merely in appearance, from 
being silent, and withholding his opinic», which had 
he given would have been highly gratifying. This 
has not seldom been matter of regret to the writer of 
this memoir, who frequently had the happiness to 
enjoy his sodety. 

Dr. Hamilton's favourite recreations were the culti- 
vation of flowers, of whidi he was particularly fond, 
and making excursions with a few frimds, most com- 
monly to such parts of the island as he had not before 
visited ; but it is remarkable that, in the year 18S0, 
when in his seventy-eighth year, he joined a fiunily 
party in a tour on the Continent On sudi occasions he 
possessed the happy talent of shaking his mind loose 
from p*ofe6sional and other cares, and entering, with 
all his heart, into the pursuits of his party ; exploring 
every object worthy of notice, and puttii^ down his 
observaticms in a regularly-k^t diary. 

Dr. Hamilton's piety was rational, fervent, and un- 
ostentatious; in his charities, which were as extensive 
as his circumstances permitted, he was solicitous that 
^ his left hand should not know what his right hand 
did;' and his attention to his religioiiis duties was 
umform and unceasing. His affecticsi for his family 
and relatives was of the wannest kind, and his 
friendships were steady and sincere. His talents^ his 
virtues, and his devotedness to the duties of the re- 
spectable situation winch he held in the University, 
as wiell as to the jn'omolion of the best interests of the 
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community at large^ will be i*espectfully remembered 
by all who knew him even by character; and that 
these impressions may be handed down to posterity, 
it is highly creditable to the present generation, that 
they have opened a subscription for a monument to 
his memory, to which many respectable persons in 
both kingdoms have put their names. 
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THE 



PROGRESS OF SOCIETY. 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

THE earth and its produce, and the animals 
with which it is stocked, are the sources from 
which man derives every article that contributes 
to his maintenance or enjoyment. 

These commodities, bestowed on man by the 
gift of nature, require, in general, to be modified 
bjr^ human art, before they be fit to answer the 
purposes to which they are subservient. 
• The effect of labour in preparing commodities 
for use is augmented by acquired skill, by 
division, by the use of tools, by the aid of the 
strength of animals, and of other powers, natural 
or artificial. 

The division of labour is limited by the extent 

of the market, and, in a state uncoiinected with 

B 
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others by commerce, will be regulated by the 
extent of territory and population. 

A considerable share of the commodities pre- 
pared by art and labour is not consumed im- 
mediately, but reserved for future use, or applied 
as the means ef £ey*ther fttoduction* Tbis eoa« 
stitutes wealth, or capital. 

The wealth of a country dq>ends on the fer^ 
tility of the soil, the industry and skill of the 
inhabitants, and the accumulated capital trans- 
mitted to them by their predecessors. 

The use of wealtk is to furnish thie nintM 
pf ei^oyment tQ mankind* The mea3urQ o£ 
^joyment which it affords depends upon its diisK 
tribution, as well as its absolute amount An; 
equal distribution of wealth is with^ practicable 
nor desirajble : but great inequality and accumiK 
lation of great fiortwies i3 detrimental tQ general. 



Wealth is formed and increased by y^duslry. 
It is diminished by any opeiHiAive engine of de- 
struction* Of thi^se war ^ the most g^eral and 
the n^ost effective. 

In war a large proportion of the inhabitants^ 
is withdrawn from, the labours,o£ usefiiLindustiry, 
and engaged in military servi^K^ or poepari^gthe 
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iifi|i£^tiis requisite tkeveto. Anoldber portioti, 
in ti»e ecmtttry where the war is waged, is jser 
v^Bled from foflowii^ tiieir usual Qceuptttione. 

The ebjeet of war is destruction. The fields 
are ravaged ; cities demolished ; villages burnt ; 
noble workjs of art, whose eonstnictimi was the 
labour of years, destroyed in an bcmr. It is th« 
severest scourge to^ whieh humanity is subject, 
and tends most powerfully to impair weakh and 
CBJoymeot 

The acquisition of wealth which a yietorious 
BaAion obtains from the plunder €^ the van- 
quished, seldom rqaays the expense of tibe war. 
The niereased activity and prosperity of somo 
particular classes in time of war is a delusiv« 
mark of general prosperity. 

A teition of considerable eactent may acquire,, 
by industry and fiAd&, a lai^ge share of weahfa,^ 
WiilAiout the aid of foi^eign commerce. 

Commerce has been considered as a means 
by^ which one nation is enriched at the expense 
<lf anx^er. Industrious, skilM, and enterprise 
ing natitHiB have been svzppesed to gaia from the 
indolent) the ignorant, and the timid. Were tiiis 
a just view of the effects of commerce, it wouM 
not lAml* Bsuch ground of eulogium in ite ftfvetir.' 

B 2 
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4 GENERAL PRINCIPLES. 

It would not promote the general welfare of the 
human race : but the view is altogether erroneous. 

No commerce can be considerably beneficial to 
one nation, nor permanent, unless it be also bene- 
ficial to those nations with which it is carried on. 

The advantages of commerce are to bring to- 
gether the products of different climates into the 
same country, and thereby increase the means 
of human enjoyment. 

It enlarges the effects of the division of labour 
by presenting a more extensive market. 
' It diffuses through the conunercial world, on 
moderate terms, those articles in the fabrication 
of which different nations have acquired superior 
skill and dexterity. 

By promoting an intercourse between nations 
of different maimers, and in different states of 
civilization, it tends to the enlargement of know- 
ledge, and the improvement of the intellectual 
and active powers of man. 

In commerce a nation receives what it wants 
in exchange for what it has to spare. Export 
and import are reciprocal. The payment of a 
balance in money is a temporary measure, not 
much used, and of no advantage to the. nation 
which receives it. The value in exchange of 
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exports and imports is ultimately equal ; but the 
value in use of imports should be greater^ other- 
wise commerce is not beneficial. 

Commerce, in order to yield these advantages 
in the highest degree, should be subject to no 
restrictions ; neither should it, except in special 
and rare cases, be promoted by artificidi en- 
couragements. 

Notwithstanding this, when a restrictive sys- 
tem has been long established and become incor- 
porated with the constitution of the society, it 
cannot be suddenly relinquished without occar 
sioning much distress to . numerous classes of 
the community, and even impairing for a time 
its general prosperity ; and as human happiness 
is. the object of wealth, an alteration of system, 
though ultimately beneficial, should be had re- 
course to cautiously and gradually. 

A country of any considerable extent should 
be chiefly supplied with food from the produce 
of its own. soil. So long as there is a sufficient 
supply of food in the existing state of agricul- 
ture, or in that which may be speedily obtained, 
there is no reason to desire a restriction in the 
number of inhabitants. If there be not some- 
thing faulty in the general system, they will find 
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employment, and obtain a ehare of the comlbrtB 
of life. 

Where there is not a suffiiciency of food in 
the existing state of agriculture, or where em- 
ployment cannot be found for the laborious in 
the existing state of society, emigration should 
be encouraged. 

Emigration is a powerful means of conferring 
the blessings of civilized society on countries at 
present barbarous and comparatively desert. 

There are at present on the earth extensive 
territ(Hies, of considerable fertility, uninhabited 
OF thinly peopled, for the reception of emi^ants ; 
and this is likely to be the case for many suc*- 
oeeding ages. 

Where a portion of the inhabitants have emi»- 
grated and established themselves in a distant 
land, a commercial intercourse between these 
settlers and the parent state may be estaUished 
to their mutual advantage, and no other con*- 
nexion is desirable. The attempt to draw a 
revenue from colonists in aid of that of the 
.parent state has never succeeded ; and the im- 
position of commercial restrictimis depresses the 
prepress and prosperity of the new states, and 
irenders their commerce with the pM^ent state 
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less extensive. This is fully evinced by the 
increase of the commerce of Britain with the 
United States of Akneriea einds their emancipa- 
tion, though few had the penetration to foresee 
this previous to tha^ eveilt. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF HUMAN WELFARE. 

The amelioration of the condition of mankind^ 
and the increase of human happiness, ought to 
be the leading objects of every political insti- 
tution, and the aim of every individual, according 
to the measure of his power, in the situation he 
occupies. 

The science of political economy has only been 
lately cultivated, at least upon enlarged prin- 
ciples. One of the ablest writers on this subject 
published his valuable work about half a century 
ago. Since that time able treatises have been 
produced in almost every country of Europe, in 
which the doctrines of Dr. Adam Smith have 
been elucidated, enlarged, and sometimes redar- 
gued. 

The chief point to which these writers have 
directed their attention is the increase of wealth, 
though they have not entirely overlooked other 
objects that contribute to human welfare. They 
seem sometimes to lose sight of what renders 
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wealth valuable. As the miser labours to accu- 
mulate money which he has not the heart to 
spend, so the political economist inquires into 
the means of increasing general wealth without 
paying sufficient regard to its only real use, the 
increase of general happiness*. The statesman 
too often considers the public wealth not as a 
means of increasing the happiness of the people, 
but as a fund from which he may draw addi- 
tional taxes to be employed in pursuing his 
objects of ambition and aggrandizement. 

Few will deliberately maintain that the acqui- 
sition of wealth, individual or national, is the 
principal ingredient in human happiness. The 
rational moralist and the pious Christian will 
agree that the enjoyments which wealth affords 
are generally overrated, and the true welfare of 
man consists not in the extent of his possessions, 
or the gratifications they afford, but in the per- 
fection of his moral and intellectual nature, and 
the improvement and employment of his active 
powers. 

At the same time the stoical doctrine whiqh 
ascribes no value whatever to external enjoy- 

* To this censure some writers are more liable than others, 
but none whom we have seen are entirely free from it. 
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ments is iaoooskteiit with the present state of 
humanity. The bountifid productions of nature 
are intended as a source of enjoyment, which the 
active powers we are endued with enable us to 
diversify and enlarge, while the exertions made 
for their attainment tend to improve these powers. 
The abundance of articles subservient to the 
comfort or convenience of life, providing they 
be not misapplied to intemperance, afford no 
inconsiderable addition to human happiness* 

The objects which promote human wel&re> 
arranged according to their relative value, may 
trtand nearly in the following order. 

The first place is due to the improvement of 
our moral nature. We are not at present to 
enter into an inquiry concerning the foundation 
c£ virtue, or a detail of its several branches. It 
has been variously defined by different wets of 
philosophers, who, notwithstanding some differ^ 
ences and some errors, agree on the whole in 
regard to it. Its apprdtension is so congenial to 
the human mind that it is seldom mudi mis- 
taken. It is best delineated in thooe writings 
whidi Ghriatians consider as inspired, as well as 
enforced in them by the most powerful sanctions. 
So pre-eminent is its value in the estimate of 
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Inman nrri&n, tkat no otber object ought to be 
brought into competitioti with it; and if any 
state of society appear clearly more favourable 
ibr promoting monk virtue tiian another^ that 
state is entitled to a decided preference* 

The improvement of our intellectual, inven- 
tive, and active powers may be ranked in die 
second place. 

Tliirdly, whatev^ contributes to the healtik 
and vigour of our bodies, and the due exertion 
of their various powers and operaticms. 

Fourthly, the abundant possesrion and proper 
distribution of those articles, provided by nature 
and improved by art, which supply us with 
food, clothing, and habitation, or contribute in 
any way to the comfort and enjoyment of life. 

Fifthly, the cultivation of the polite arts, and 
consequent improvement of these arts ; viz.-^^ 
painting, sculpture, architecture, music, poetry, 
eloquence, and the various branches of polite 
Irterature* 

Sixthly, such an extent of population as is 
consistent with the comfortable subsistence of 
the inhabitants. It is desirable to procure the 
greatest practicable i^are of happiness to the 
greatest number of intelligent and sentient bdngs. 
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I Along with all these it is necessary to maii^ 
tain such political establishments and public force 
as may secure personal safety, and the protection 
of liberty and property, against foreign enemies 
or domestic violators of the public peace. 

Inquiries of the kind now suggested are some- 
times regarded as visionary and treated with 
ridicule. They are considered as the effusions 
of an enthusiastic imagination, and altogether in- 
applicable to the state in which mankind ever 
have been, and ever will be placed. It cannot be 
denied that some men, actuated by the purest 
benevolent motives, but not under the regulation 
of a sound judgment, have advanced extravagant 
doctrines, and proposed impracticable schemes. 
These, however, have done little hann, unless 
so far as they gave room for cavilling, to those 
who are disposed to sneer at every attempt for 
ameliorating the condition of mankind. It is 
evident that the state of society has undergone, 
and is still undergoing alterations ;-that it has 
sometimes improved, sometimes degenerated ; 
and there seems no godd reason to doubt that 
it is susceptible of higher improvement than it 
has hitherto attained. The belief of the per- 
fectibility of human nature, and the attainment 
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of a golden age, in which vice and misery have 
no place, will only be entertained by an enthu- 
siast : but an inquiry into the means of improv- 
ing our nature and enlarging our happiness is 
consistent with sober reason, and is the most im- 
portant subject, merely hiunan, that can engage 
the mind of man. No moral writer was ever 
censured for laying down as perfect a system of 
duty as he could, although it was not expected 
that this would be practised, even by the best, 
to its full extent 
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CHAPTER II. 

SKETCH OF THE PROGRESS OF SOCIETY. 

Ilf speculations relating to the progress of so- 
ciety, the occupations of huntings, of pasturage, 
and agriculture, are generally considered as the 
principal stages by which man advanced, from 
the state of rudeness ascribed to him in his ori- 
ginal condition, to the high degree of civilization 
which he afterwards attained, and now in many 
countries possesses. The comparative merit 
and happiness of these states have been dis- 
cussed, and there have not been wanting inge- 
nious men* to embrace the cause of savage 
nature, and maintain its superior excellence, 
with all the powers of eloquence. These opi- 
nions, however, have never made any progress ; 
and it may be doubted whether they ever ob- 
tained a firm hold on the minds of those who 
advanced them. Even on the supposition that 
the doctrine were not altogether unfounded in 
reason, it is too repugnant to the sentiments 

* Rousseau, &c. 
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which men imbibe io an advanced atate of so- 
ciety, to be embraced in earnest. It may Soak 
tightly on the imagination of a few, but it ynSi 
not alter their dberacter,, or influence their con* 
datet. 

Speculations ott this ubged are necessarfly 
invohred in much obscurity. la the earlier 
stages^ direct eridence 19 necessarSy waiittng. 
Untfl a very eoneiderable progress haa been 
made in art, men are unaJbie to record any me- 
morials which might transmit information to 
posterity. When an intercourse is formed be- 
tween a cirilized nation and a rude tribe, by 
means of colonjzation or otherwise, their asso- 
ciation not only much accelerates the improre* 
ment of the latter, biit may induce a change in 
theiir condition^ by fewer intermediate stejis, 
and in different order,, from what would have 
teken place if tibey had been left to the tmas* 
sisted e!icpaQ8ifHL of tiieir own powers. Ingeni- 
oos men who have speculated upon this subject 
have been generally addicted to hypotiiesis, and 
fond of raising an amusing theory on a slight 
foundation. Besides, we are ignorant of the 
original state of human nature. We see man ia 
very different conditions, from the utmost degree 
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16 SKETCH OP THE PROORBSS OF SOCIETY. 

of ignorance and rudeness, to a high degree of 
advancement in knowledge and refinement. Yet 
we may be wrong in pronouncing the first to 
have been his original state, or in considering the 
several intermediate stages as necessary steps 
for conducting him to that degree of civilization 
which he has now in many countries attained. 
Revelation does not favour this opinion ; history 
does not prove it ; the fables of the poets are un- 
worthy of credit ; and the reasonings which have 
been adduced in support of it are extremely 
conjectural. 

The progress of society is, however, an un- 
doubted fact ; and its chief steps may be rea- 
sonably presumed to have taken place with con- 
siderable uniformity, and furnish matter for 
rational inquiry. Investigations of this kind 
should not be considered as merely tending to 
gratify curiosity and afford scope for ingenious 
conjecture. If we can conduct them aright,* they 
will unfold principles of the highest importance 
to mankind in every condition, and furnish rules 
by which we may judge of the wisdom or folly 
of the systems and measures adopted in that 
state of society under which we live. 

We must not attempt to trace this subject to 



Digitized by 



Google 



SKBTCH OF THB PR0ORB8S OF SOCIETY. 17 

its source. As the origin of the h^man race 
eludes entirely the researches of oujt natural 
faculties, we must begin our speculaticms con- 
cerning man by viewing him as placed in some 
certain condition; and, however low this may 
be supposed, we shall be wrong unless we assign 
him powers and attainments superior to, and 
essentially distinct from, those of the inferior 
animals. The faculty of speech with which he 
is endued in the rudest state gives him a decided 
and inestimable superiority. 

We find, in the present state of mankind, 
examples of tribes or nations in a great variety 
of situations ; and history presents us with still 
greater variety. 

The supply of food is the first demand of 
nature, and will therefore call forth the first 
exertions of human power, and may for a time, 
in a great me^ure, engross them. In this early 
stage of society, an important distinction in the 
conditions of man will arise from the climate 
under which he lives. His energies, his em- 
ployments, and manner of living will be regu- 
lated in conformity thereto. It will have much 
influence in forming his character, not only in 
that early stage, but at every subsequent period. 
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18 SKETCH OF THE PBOGEBfiS OF SOCIETY. 

A wann climate sometimefi afiords a salient 
quantity pf food with litda or no labour. The 
bread tree, the cocoa tree, and some others yield 
a supply of wbolesome and palatable food, almost 
at every season. The inhabitants of such a 
climate derive their nourishment chiefly from 
vegetables, and procure it easily. As thf y are 
not urged to severe exertions, nor exposed to 
frequent dangers, their character inclines to in- 
dolence and gentleness, and the nature of the 
climate is favourable to these dispositions. A 
considerable number can procure subsistence in 
a territory of moderate extent. They are 
therefore likely to increase rapidly, so long as 
they find a sujBicient supply of food, and to 
acquire a relish for social intercourse, and be 
stimulated by those desires which spring up in 
the bosom of i^ciety. 

As a cold climate without culture affords little 
food for man, his chief dependence is upon the 
animals he can catch by hunting. This employ-^ 
ment requires severe exertion, frequently exi- 
poses him to hazard, and after all his success is 
precarious. He therefore becomes accustomed 
to brave danger, to undergo hardships, and endure 
hunger. His dispositions are harsh and unso- 
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cial. A Iarg6 extent of eouiitry is ne^ssary for 
hiis n^ge, aiMl thei^fore a to^ktatrj of hunters ill- 
thiiiiy inhsibited. 

Tlie superiority of man's understanding, in 
contriving m^an# for aceomplishing his ends, is 
conspicuously displayed in the invention of to^ds 
ft)r the various purposes to which his exertions 
are directed. As none of the inferior animals 
appear capable of this expedient, and as it isr 
practised in some degree by the rudest of man- 
kind, it has been considered by some as the dis* 
tinguishing characteristic of the human species', 
and man has been quaintly defined a tool-mdkh^ 
ammal. Without some kind of tool the hunter 
could hardly procure food. Although he acquires 
by habit a degree of swiftness, rarely attained by 
those who are more advanced in civili2ation, he 
cannot equal tho^t of many of the animals ; and 
the few which he might sometimes catch by 
surprise would afibrd too precarious a supjdy. 
To aid his natural defects, the use of the dart 
is universal, and that of the bow very common. 
In the management of these the savage acquires a 
dexterity which men bred in different habrts can 
seldom equal. 

The materials which a savage is possessed of 

C2 
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for constructing his tools are scanty. He points 
his arrows with sharp bones and flints. His axe 
is formed of the same materials. With this 
axe he cuts the bough of a tree, and shapes it 
into various instruments. He uses a tough 
animal fibre as a string to his bow. Yet, in the 
construction of these weapons, he displays a de- 
gree of ingenuity which, under the same disad- 
vantages, we should find it difficult to equal. 

In countries bordering on the sea, and on the 
banks of rivers, men have generally obtained a 
part of their subsistence by the occupation of 
fishing. The apparatus requisite for this pur- 
pose . is more complex than that used in the em- 
jdoyment of hunting. It cannot be carried on 
to advantage without boats or canoes. These 
are formed, sometimes by excavating a tree, 
sometimes by constructing a wooden frame and 
covering it with skins. These boats are managed 
at first by oars or paddles, and in the course of 
time sails. are employed. By these means men 
were emboldened to venture on the watery ele- 
ment, and the first rudiments were laid of an 
art, which has since attained an immense magni-. 
tude, and produced most important effects on the 
condition of mankind. 
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Even in tiie earliest periods of society and in 
the most unfavourable climates^ the whole- of a 
man's time is not required for procming food, 
and some parts of it are em]^oyed in supplying 
his other wants, of which clothing and habitation 
are the principal. These wants are not equally 
ui^ent in every climate, and travellers mention 
some savage tribes that go entirely naked : yel^ 
with few exceptions, a considerable part of 
human labom* and ingenuity has been employed 
in supplying these articles. 

In warm climates, the materials for clothing 
as well as food are chiefly obtained from the 
vegetable kingdom. Leaves of trees sewed to- 
gether formed the first garments, and afterwards 
bark prepared with more or less art. The labours 
of the loom were not introduced till a later period. 
In a country of hunters, the hides and furs of 
animals killed for food afford a sufficient stock of 
materials for clothing. 

' Hie habitations of mankind also vary with the 
climate. In cold climates defence agaihst the 
storms of winter is the most important object ; 
and, for attaining this, cavities are sometimes dug 
in the earth, especially in the sides of motm- 
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tains*. In warm climates shelter from the heat of 
the sun and from the rains that prevail at certain 
seasons is chiefly regarded* The woods supply the 
materials'. A sufficient number of stakes are driven 
into the ground^ and the interstices wattled with 
branches and covered wilh leaves. The roofs 
are formed in a similar manner. In some places 
the huts are constructed of turf or clay. The 
manufacture of bricks from clay mixed with 
straw, and dried in the sun, or by fire, was an 
early invention. 

Fuel may hold the next {dace among the ne- 
cessaries of life. In cold climates mankind can 
hardly subsist without it; and even in warm 
climates the practice of preparing victuals by fire 
is so general, that it cannot easily be dispensed 
with. In every country, except the coldest, 
which are hardly inhabitable, there is, previous 
to the introduction of agriculture, a sufficient 
quantity of wood for fuel as well as for other 
purposes, at hand, and nothing is wanted but the 
labour of cutting and breaking it. The working 

* Our navigators in the most inhospitable regions have lately 
discovered that even ice and snow are used as materials for 
babit^tioii duriog winter. 
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of <5osll<-miiies b€ioiig6 td a kter period of sotietyi 
after wood has become searce ifi oonsequetice of 
the e&teneion of agriculture. 

Another source of exertion arises frorii the ne^ 
cessity of defence against ferocious animals, and 
agftins^ hostile tribes of m^. The arts and 
means of defence are similar to those emplojred 
by the hxmter in procuriDg food, but more cir-» 
cumspection is required, and the united efforts 
of numbers is necessary. 

If the desires of mankind had been limited ta 
a supply of food and necessary clothing, habi- 
tation, and fuel, his progress in art trodd hares 
been very limited, and the expansion of his faeul-' 
ties much circumscribed. But a desire for con^ 
vezdence and a taste for ornament is co!DgeniaJ> 
to his nature, and manifests itself, at a very eafly 
state of society, in the decoraticms, however 
rude, of the dress and utensils of the savage. 
This improves, as society advances, into elegance, 
a^id aiierwards degenerates into the caprices of 
fashion and fantastical refinement. 

These seccmdary desires have been improperly 
called artificial. Under different modifications 
they are universal, and they have a eonsiderablei 
inflvte»ee in drawing forth the inventive, and 
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active powers of man. Their enei^, honvefer^ 
depends much upon education and external cir- 
cumstances. It is cherished by plenty, and re- 
pressed hj hardship. Hence the exertions of 
mankind in a cold climate are chiefly urged by 
necessity. In a warm climate they are drawn 
forth by the influence of new desires, which 
expand according to the measure of the eomfort 
and security they enjoy. 

Although the objects which gratify these 
desires are valued on their own account, the 
pursuit of them is much invigorated by variety 
and ^nulation; by a desire of shining in the 
eyes of others, and of excelling others. A gen- 
tleman would be little interested in the elegance 
of his house and equipage, a lady would pay 
little attention to her dress and ornaments, were 
these never to be admired by others, or compared 
with those of their neighbours. 

Emulation, in its various forms, is one of the 
most powerful principles of human nature. Its 
earliest direction is to a diq)Iay of superior 
bodily strength, or a superiority in those exer- 
cises and exertions which have room to operate 
in a savage state. When art and elegance are 
cultivated, it is directed to a display of superior 
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act and elegance. When distinction of property 
takes place, it is directed to a display of superior 
riches. This direction, the most reprehensible 
of any, in a degenerate state, ahnost engrosses 
every other. The superiority of one man above 
another is estimated by the extent of his posses- 
sions^ and a display of sjdendour is set forth, not 
on its own account, but as a proof of the wealth 
of the possessor. 

In the earlier stages of society there is little 
distinction of rank or fortune. These are intro- 
duced with the increase of wealth and the pro- 
gress of art, and, increasing as these advance, 
attaiQ a great magnitude, though considerably 
diversified in their attending circumstances. In 

some states a considerable share of the ecmforts 

« 

of life is within the reach of all ranks ; in others 
the labouring classes are restricted to mere neces- 
saries, and in too many they are hdd in slavery. 
In some states there is a prc^essive gradation 
from the lowest to the highest rank, and every 
man ^s a hope of rising by exertion above his 
original station. In others there are only two 
classes, the noble and the vulgar, and their 
separation is marked by barriers almost insur- 
mountride. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

OP WEALTH AND INDUSTRY. 

Although the possesion of wealth in not thci 
most important article in the estimate of human 
happinesi», it holds a principal place in the spe- 
culations of the political economist^ not only ^s 
being the chief object to which the exertions of 
mankind, ittdiridaally or collectively, are gene^ 
rally directed, but as being, in a considerable 
degree, the instrument by which the different 
states of society operate on the human mind, and 
produce effects, good or bad, on the condition of 
mankind. 

Wealth has been defined as consisting in the 
abundant possession of those corporeal articles 
which are necessary, useful, oragreeaWe to man- 
kind. This definition, if not altogether free 
from objection, is sufficiently accurate for every 
useful purpose* 

The materials of all we possess are supplied 
by nature : but the quantity of many of them is- 
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greatly increased by human industry^ and the 
rude materials which nature furnishes are thweby 
prepared and adapted to the various purposes 
which contribute to the; support or accommoda- 
tion of human life. 

The amount of our wealth, therefore, depends 
on the fertility of the country we inhabit, and the 
quantity and skilful direction of the labour em« 
ployed in cultivating the earth, and working up 
its produce for the supjdy of our wants, and the 
gratification of our luxuries. 

Industry lays tlo^ foundaticm of wealth. The 
disposition to industry is very different in di& 
frrent otoununities, and also in di£Eerent mem<« 
bers i3i the same community. Some ascribe 
tbiij to imtural, and some to moral causes, and 
both may have Iheir efficacy. A dimate mod&» 
rately cold, which braces, but does not dtiU the 
humdn cong^tutiott, whidi does not afford abdn- 
dance of spontaneous fruit, but yields a Ixberat 
return to the labours of the husbandman, is nam 
turally favourable to industry. A syst^n of 
pcdity which allows every man to fbUow the em*' 
ployment most suitable to his genius and inelina** 
tion» and in the plaee in which he can carry it.on 
to most advantage, and secures him the safe 
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possession and free disposal of what he aoqmres, 
promotes it by its moral tendency. 

At the same time, so remarkable a diversity is 
observed in the disposition of different nations 
towards industry, that some have been led to 
believe there was an inherent difference in the 
races of men, as there are in the breeds of ani- 
mals; and ascribe the superiority which some 
possess to a native energy granted to certain 
laibes, but denied to others. 

However this may be, the industry of man in 
his actual state can only be drawn into exertion 
by the motives which influence human nature. 
Al&ougfa it be true that a life of industry is 
happier than a life of idleness, it is no less true 
that some motive of hope or fear, some good to 
be enjoyed, or some evil to be avoided, is neces-^ 
sary to call forth his activity. 

The West Indian slave is compelled to labour 
by the lash of the overseer. The European 
labourer may be forced by the dread of starving, 
or he may be swayed by the more cheering 
motives of procuring for himsdf and family a 
competent share of the enjoyments of life. 
. Although tiiese incitemienis to industry may 
in some degree be blended, it is 4>f impc»1ance 
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to determine which ought to predominate ; whe- 
ther the exertions of the labourer should be 
ehiefly forced by neceseaty, or induced by the 
hopes of ameliorating his situation. 

These systems will not entirely coalesce. If 
compulsion be resorted to for obtaining labour; 
the utmost exertions of Ihe labourer will be 
required to afford him subsistence> and there is 
little more he can expect. If comfort and a 
share of affluence be the reward of much indufih 
try, a moderate share of mdustry will be suflfi- 
cient for procuring necessaries, and sometimies 
no more may be exerted. 

Arguments said to be founded on experience 
are adduced in favour of the harsher system. It 
is alleged that in time of plenty less labour is 
performed ; that a man who can earn subsist 
tence by working three days in a week will not 
easily be induced to continue at work for six 
days ; and that an increase of wages, from what- 
ever cause, leads to intemperance. 

If we extend our views to the improvement 
of human nature and the promotion of general 
happiness, there cannot be room for hesitation. 
A system which condemns the most numerous 
and useful part of mankind to earn a scanty 
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subsistence by hard kboor, without hope of iim 
{Having their circumstances, or cheering the 
intervals of labour by a share of the comforts 
which nature and industry affi^d; a system 
which considers that portion of our fellow crea- 
tures as mere machines, to be emjAoyed in 
gratifying the luxury, or soothing the caprice of 
their superiors, f<»r whose service they were 
formed; a sjrstem which tends to stifle every 
generous sentiment, and call forth the malign 
nant passiiMis of envy and hatred, (»r reduce the 
mind ci the labourer to the lowest degree of 
abasement, — such a system caimot be reprobated 
in terms of too great severity. 

It may be thought this picture is overchai^d. 
Perhaps it is so : but the bad effects of the sys- 
tem are only limited by the impracticability of 
carrying it fully into- execution. Its tendency is 
to produce the evib abkwementbned, and it only 
fells firhort of doing so beeause it cannot be enn 
forced completely. 

If we confine our attention to the quantity of 
work peirformed as the ooaly valuabJje object^ evezi 
in that limited pdnt of vi^w,. there, are aifficieni 
reasonsfer preferring the more generoua aystem. 
I{(^ is a more enlivening and active principle 
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&an fear. If » mam's prospects be confined 
to procuring necessaries frcHOd day to day by 
bard labour, his spirita are depressed, and his 
exertions enfeebled. Hope, indeed, is so na* 
tural to the human mind, that it can hardly 
be eradicated by any trealanent, however severe: 
but so far a& the coercive system is establii^d, 
hope is damped, with all the energy that springs 
from it. Let industry be rewarded by ccnnpe- 
tency, and we need not fear but industry wiU in 
general prevaiL 

The man who can procure necessaries by part 
of the labour which he is capable of performing, 
will seldom stop at that point, but will endeavor 
by further exertions to obtain a share of such 
things as contribute to his present gratificati<m^ 
or to lay up a store for future exigencies : yet 
labour, when carried too far, either in severity 
or duration, is oppressive to human nature, and 
every man will stop at a certain point. This 
wifl be different in different men, not only from 
the inequa^lity of their bodily strength, but the 
difference of their spirit, activity, Mid habits, and 
the force of their acquired desires ; but all w31 
stop at a lower point than if they were labouring 
to keep themselves from starving. It does not, 
however, follow that a smaller quantity of work 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 OP WEALTH AND INDUSTRY. 

will be done under cheering views, than when 
the labourer is forced to exert his strength to 
the utmost. Such compulsion may produce a 
greater temporary effect ; but it exhausts the 
powers both of body and mind, and brings on im- 
becility and premature decay. 

A man is induced to continue at labour by the 
prospect of obtaining a reward for it ; he is in- 
clined to discontinue it by fatigue. The stronger 
motive will prevail. Whatever adds to the force 
of the former, or weakens that of the latter, will 
increase the quantity and produce of labour. 

The strength of the motives to labour depends 
upon the quantity of desirable articles which 
that labour can procure, and the relish which 
the man has for the enjoyments they afford. 
He will exert, if he can thereby procure a certain 
measure of wealth. If the acquisition withia 
his reach be lower, he may give way to indo- 
lence. Every improvement in art and skill which 
renders labour more productive, adds to the 
quantity of labour performed by offering a higher 
reward for it. It is, therefore, an erroneous 
system to tax the luxuries of the poor, and lessen 
their enjoyments, with, the design of forcing their, 
industry. . For necessaries a poor man will exert 
himself to the utmost, but in regard to luxuries 
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he will balance the fatigue of obtaining them 
against the gratification they afford. It is absurd 
to suppose he will work more for the sake of 
obtaining a smaller than a greater share of enjoy- 
ment. Things, not in themselves necessary, 
become so in a great measure from habit ; and 
when the habit is acquired, a man will exert 
himself much rather than forego his wonted 
gratification. Tobacco is at first a nauseous 
drug ; but those who are accustomed to use it 
cannot easily dispense with it, and will work 
hard rather than go without their tobacco. 

The industry of the laboiu-er is best drawn 
forth by cherishing those desires which it will 
require all his exertions to gratify: and this 
does not require any delicate management. 
They spring up naturally, if obstructions be not 
thrown in the way. The savage Indian has no 
relish for the enjoyments of civilized life : but a 
taste for these enjoyments begins at an early 
period of society, and increases at every step of 
its progress. To be well fed and comfortably 
clothed and lodged ; to have a sufficient supply 
of fuel in a cold climate ; to be able to engage 
in the connections of a family at that age when 
the propensities of nature are strongest; to 

D 
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maintain end educate tme^s childnoi lb a decent 
manner ; to lay up some proriskm as a reBoUrce 
for sickness or old age ; these are desires suffi- 
ciently powerful and universal to excite industry, 
and sufficienlly diversified to give it ample 
scope. 

Industry is promoted by the fc^lowing means. 

By directing education and early JMtbtts in a 
manner that tends to increase bodily strength 
and reconcile the mind to application and perser 
verance; 

By. placing witiiin ike reach of the labourer 
a competent share of those ^oyra/tots -which 
are suitable to his staticm ; 

By affording him> at all' times, an oppwtUnity 
of exerting his industry to advantage ; 

By securing him the free possession and eiv- 
joymeht of what his industry -has gained ; 

By offering, not only a ishare of the enjoyments 
of life, but respectability and an advancement in 
the scale of society, as a reward for successful 
industry. 

The case of an isolated individual has seldom, 
if ever, existed. Such a being, if placed in a 
favourable climate, and possessed of a few tools, 
might not only continue to live, but might pro- 
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cave mxoe samll sliwe. of tbe. comforts of life. 
This is well illustoated inrthe exeellent.^itijtiKHif^ 
Ustory of Babinaou Crusoe^ which is said to be 
founded cm the real fact of one Alexander Sdi- 
kirk having been left sevecal year^ in a desert 
iftlaiid. Mankind, ia every Gonditi<m. which faUa 
under our view ut present^ or of which we jhave 
any authentic records, have been associated in 
tdbes more or less jiumerous, and have posaesaed 
some weO'pons and other . implements. Their 
union in society has. given rise to various expe- 
^ents which increase the efficacy of labour in the 
production of commodities, and it is instructive 
to trace these, as far as we are able, from their 
r;i^iments,^aiid madk their progress. 

By tlie mere co-operation ef a number of men 
i;aany things are d»e which. exceed. the power 
of an individuzil. Heavy bodies are removed 
£pom places where they are cumbersome, or 
brought to places where they are useful ; wodcs 
of magnitude are ccmstructed. A single man 
could not. build a ptiodern house of the better 
kind, though he were bred to the, employment 
and si]^lied wiik the usual tools. He, could 
not mi^e or navigate a Mp, nor dig and labour 
a rntne. 

D2 
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Among the means which have contributed, 
successively or collaterally, to the increase of 
wealth, some of Ihe more remarkable are, divi- 
sion of labour and exchange of commodities; 
application of the strength of animals and other 
natural powers ; use of metals ; machinery of 
every kind ; appropriation of land ; use of money ; 
lending on interest ; paper credit ; foreign com-* 
merce; colonization, and foreign settlements. 
Some of these are coeval with society, and Jmd 
place in the smallest and simplest communities. 
Others cannot be introduced till large states 
be formed, and mankind have made considerable 
progress in arts and civilization* 

Division of labour is justly reckoned among 
the most efficacious means of rendering it more 
productive, and has been much attended to by 
writers on political economy. . It commences in 
a very early state of society. Cain, we are told, 
was a tiller of the ground ; but Abel kept a 
flock of sheep ; and Tubal Cain was an artificer 
in brass and iron. Its scope is much enlarged 
by the progress of art. A man constantly 
engaged in any ordinary mechanical profession 
performs more and better work than another 
who applies to a variety of employments by 
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turns ; and in the nicer works of art, the man 
who gives all his time and attention to a sin^e 
manual operation acquires a high degree of de- 
spatch and dexterity. The advantage gained 
by the division of Jahour in the pin manufactory 
is estimated to increase its efficacy at least some 
hundred times, and instances might be adduced 
in which its eflfect is still more considerable. 
This principle, however, is not equally applicable 
to every kind of labour, and some of the cases in 
which it is carried farthest are comparatively 
trivial. In the labours of agriculture, the most 
important of any, its application is considerably 
limited. 

Exchange of commodities, either by barter or 
sale, and division of labour, accompany each 
other. Without exchange of commodities there 
could be no division of labour ; and there would 
be little room for the former, unless different 
commodities were placed in different hands by 
means of the latter. ^ Without recurring^ as some 
have done, to a natural instinct inclining men to 
traffic, the utility of the practice is sufficient to 
account for its early and universal adoption. 
When traffic is carried on by the exchange of 
commodities, without the intervention of any 
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medium or a reference to any, it is eaUed barter; 
and as this is the simplest; it was AreaiiiM; 
kind. It still takes place in the transoctimis of 
civilized nations with those ill a' state of com<>^ 
parative rudeness, as well as in the latter among 
themselves. The European barters liiii wares 
with the Indian of North America fo* a certain 
nmnber of furs ; and our navigators tracked 
with the inhabitants of the South Sea islands by 
purchasing their hogs in return for iron, fea* 
thers, and toys. So universal is the practice; 
that savage tribes produce their conmiodities on 
the arrival of strangers, and carry on a traffic 
by signs, when neither of them understand a 
word of the language of the otlier. 

It is not by his personal labour afone tliat 
man supplies his wants. He (^uses the stronger 
and more tractable animals to labom* for Him. 
He causes the elements 6f water, wind, and 
steam, to liabour for him. 

The operations of agriculture were at first 
performed by manual labour. Shovels only were 
used in those parts of America where agriculture 
was practii^ed, Avhen that country was discovered. 
But the training of cattle, and apptiesA^ion of their 
strength to plowing, carriages, and other pm^ 
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pQg^, was iQtrodu<?ed ataacArly periods Oxea 
Wjere used for these. puq)oses ia Egypt in the 
time of. the patriarchs^,ai»l iu Aralud in the time 
of Job* The horse> Hie most useful aaimal* 
3eems not to have been had cecourse tojso soon. 
The a8e» the camel; the rein-deer, and some othes 
animals, are employed in climates to which theijr 
nature is adapted. 

Tiie first natm-al element lliat.man made aub^ 
servient to his purposes was fire. Univerisal as 
this now is, and necessary as we deem it, there 
is sufficient evidence that some tribes, in their 
earliest state, were entirely ignorant of it ; and 
in some which have lately been discovered it 
was equally wanting. Besides its use in che*- 
rishing tiie human constitution in ccdd climates, 
and in the prepai*ation of food, many of the most 
important arts almost entirely depend on it 
The smelting, refining, and working of metaU> 
glass-making, brick-^making, pottery, sugar- 
baking, brewing, and many others, fall under 
ihi& descriptiouc 

The £q>plication of water to work for man was 
not a very early inventicm* Corn-mills weire 
wrought by manual labour, and afterwards 
driven by cattle, before water was appMed to iSasJt 
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purpose. This invention seems to have been 
made in Asia about the time of Mithridates, or 
earlier. Water-mills were known in Rome in 
the time of Augustus^ but were not then common. 
They had become so in the reign of Justinian, 
as appears from his Code ; and the knowledge of 
them was soon extended to all the nations of 
Europe. The earliest application of water-mills 
was for grinding com, and it is still the most 
important. But they are now also employed for 
sawing timber, hammering metals, and many 
other purposes. Water-wheels are commonly 
driven by the impulse of falling water ; but they 
are also constructed on flowing rivers, or placed 
on the sea-beach so as to be driven by the flowing 
and ebbing of the tide. Modern improvements 
in hydraulics have led to other ways of employ- 
ing the power of water in places where water- 
wheels could not be used with advantage. 

Wind, a more unmanageable element, has also 
been employed to work for man. The invention 
of wind-mills is later than that of water-mills, 
and its origin is not well known ; but they seem 
likewise to have been an eastern invention, and 
to have been brought into use in Europe about 
the time of the Crusades. These mills are chiefly 
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used in coimtries, such as tibe Netherlands, where 
a sufficiency of running water for driving water- 
mills cannot be procured, and have been brought 
there to the greatest perfection. 

The very important use of the power of wind 
in navigation will fall under our consideration in 
another place. 

The power of water can only be procured in 
certain places ; that of wind is only supplied by 
nature at certain times. Another power, that of 
steam, has been had recourse to, which is neither 
limited in regard to jdace nor time, but may be 
applied wherever fael can be provided, and is 
completely under management The application 
of this power is a recent invention. It is less ob* 
vious than the other natural powers, and requires 
a more intricate apparatus : but now threatens to 
supplant them all. It has hardly been in use 
a century ; and for a considerable part of that 
time was applied to no other purpose but that of 
raising water from mines. Of late years the 
machinery requisite for its operations has been 
much improved by Mr. Watt and others ; and 
engines have been constructed on every scale, 
frcmi a fraction of a horse-power to those of 
above an hmidred, and applied for almost eVery 
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klodofworiu In tha eariicsr ^s^ines the pnoat 
mu» of tlta atmosphere was properly the acting 
powiea!,. steam being only used for ^oducing a 
vacuum; but in. the pfosent onea the e)asticit|r 
of the steam also acts as: a power* The imme- 
diate effect of diis power ia to produce a vibiar 
tory motion ; but mechanical means, have, been 
found of deriving from' it a rotatory motion, 
nearly aa unifiarm as that produced by a waterr 
wheeL 

One of the latest bsA most useful applications 
ef rteam. is that of giving motion to shipping. 
This was first done in America, about twenty 
years ago, aiid is now in common use in Britain 
and other countries. Ills particularly suited to 
passage vessds, whose arrived aA their place of 
destination^ when impelled by this power, may 
ffi general be accurately depended on^ By this 
meana ike imvigation of the river Mississippi, 
which was £mBmerly very difficult, is so much 
fttcilitated as to promise to open the means of 
improvement to aa immense tract oi country, 
hitherto almost secluded- from communication 
with cvnkned nations 

We may also notice another artificial power^^ 
that of gunpowder, which is used in some me* 
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dbaiiical opeltititMis. The principal ozie is tiie 
splitting of kard ]X)ck8^ which can scarcely he 
effected by any otihcr power uriialeyer. 

The nse of metals is so important; that Ate 
progress^ of anatiim in weal& and comfort 
depends eonisid^N^ly on the meadnire in which 
it possesses tiiem. Some na4i<ms are entirely 
destitute of them, and their rank in the scale of 
society is of consequence very low. The sub- 
stances from which metals, especially the more 
useful ones, are obtained, are generally so hidden 
in the earthy and bear so little resemblance to 
the metsl in its perfect and useful state, and 
require such intricate operations to be brought 
t& that state, that it is difficult to account for 
Aeir discovery by means merely humdn* The 
jnost liseful m^als were, however, known to the 
nations of the ancient world at an earlier period 
than authentic history reaches to. Gcid and 
silver seem to have been first known> as might 
be' expected, from tiieir being frequency found 
in thehr metallic state, l^y are, however, too 
soft, and are obtained in too sm&U quantities, to 
be useful for general purpbses^ €opper was 
next in order. Iron,, the most usciiiil' of any. 
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being more recondite, was a later discoveiy. 
The operations of smelting the ores, and forging 
the metals, if inventions merely human, are sur* 
prising efforts of hmnan ingenuity. No less so 
is the art of multiplying, in some measure, the 
number of metals by mixture; thus forming 
alloys, more useful for many purposes than the 
simple metals of which they are composed. 
Among these, brass, a composition of copper and 
zinc, and bronze, a composition of copper and 
tin, deserve particular notice. The art of con- 
verting iron from the untractable state in which 
it comes from the forge, to a malleable substance 
fit for ordinary purposes, or into a harder sub- 
stance, steel, for weapons and tools, is no less 
remarkable. At the discovery of America, the 
more advanced nations were possessed of gold, 
silver, and copper; but not of iron, tin, or lead. 
The ruder tribes had no metals whatever. 

Akin to the discovery of the metals, is that 
of glass-making; so useful for furnishing the 
more convenient method of introducing light 
into our houses, and for many other purposes. 
This art is later, but is of great antiquity, though 
it has been much improved in modern times. 
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The art of pottery, also very ancient, affords 
many articles which contribute to the accommo- 
dation of mankind. 

Man can do little by Ms labour without the 
aid of tools. We find no tribe entirely unpro^ 
vided with them ; but then* number has been 
much enlarged, and their structure improved, 
by the progress of art. In agriculture, th6 
shovel and the rake have been succeeded by the 
plough and the harrow ; and the first rude and 
simple forms of these instruments have beai 
succeeded by others more commodious. The 
scythe^ the sowing and drilling machines, the 
£smners> have been introduced in their proper 
places ; and the very recent invention of the 
thrashing-mill has nearly superseded the hard 
manual labour by which that operation was fw- 
merly performed. 

The use of tools in mechanic arts is still mord 
extensive. In timber-work, the axe, the adze; 
the plane, the saw, and the turning-lathe, en- 
able the artificer to shape his material into 
innumerable forms with facility. The last- 
named instrument has been much diversified,- 
and applied to the speedy and accurate exe-* 
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eoti^a of niaay of the most curioas works 6i 
ftft. 

In the department of clothing, the use of the 
distaff and simple Joem, by which the first webs 
wiore .formed, was a cons^erable advance above 
thetsonditioD wheraia skins* and leaves were the 
QsUfy materials used for: that }mrpose« The spin- 
ning-^wheel followed — the loom was improved^ 
Yet, from these, as they were constructed some 
centuries ago, to the machinery of Arkwright, 
and the^ complex looms which fabricate damask 
and imitate tapestry, ' how vast is the distance ! 

The department of hardware presents us with 
examples of ingenuity no less remarkable. By 
the complicated machinery in the wockshops of 
Birmingham and Sheffield, an immense variety 
of articdes, ornamental er useful, are formed 
with ease, despatch, and accuracy. We have 
tools to make tods, in several successive grada- 
tions. 

Though we oan only mention a few ini^ancesy 
we cannot forbear taking notice of that very 
valuable instrument, the printing-press, by which 
wriiing is indefinitely multiplied, and what- 
ever is valuable in .lieienee or literature com- 
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municated to the public and transmitted to 
posterity. The general circulation of news- 
papers in the present time, however improperly 
they are sometimes ^conducted, has a powerful 
effect in the dissemination of knowledge among 
every rank of men. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

OF REWARDS FOR INVENTIONS. 

As the produce of labour depends so much on 
the direction it receives from human ingenuity, 
whatever contributes to excite or enlarge the 
inventive powers of man, is valuable from the 
increase thereby afforded to the materials for 
human enjoyment, as well as for the more im- 
portant purpose of advancing the powers of the 
hirnian mind to a higher degree of improvement. 

Some rare instances of superior inventive 
talents have occurred in nations still in a rude 
and ignorant state. But in general these talents 
expand, and become eminently useful, in a more 
advanced period of society. Nature has endued 
a sufficient number of mankind with such a 
share of genius, as, with moderate culture, or 
at least if not depressed, will exhibit itself in 
useful discoveries, and will sometimes break 
forth in spite of much discouragement 

Errors in polity may check the natural deve- 
lopment of genius and retard the consequent 
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improvement of art. If a large portion of the 
community be held in actual slavery, or reduced 
by oppression to a state not much better than 
slavery ; if a man be obliged to follow the 
occupation of his forefathers ; if aristocratical 
maxims raise an insurmountable barrier be- 
tween different ranks, and deny any counte- 
nance to genius struggling to emerge ; if the 
useful arts be held in contempt; if the pre- 
vailing sentiments favour an attachment to an- 
cient practices, and dislike to innovation ; under 
such discouragements genius languishes, and 
the progress of art is slow. 

It is the duty of Government to counteract 
these errors. It has little power to call forth 
genius by direct institutions, yet what little can 
be done with a view to this ought not to be 
neglected. 

An adequate reward for useful discoveries 
is a debt due by the public. This reward 
either arises from public esteem, or is of a 
pecuniary nature. 

It is a eonunon observation that men given 
to scheme, although great benefactors to the 
public, often injure their own fortunes. The 
observation is jiist, and the fact much to be 

E 
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regretted. One useful discovery may fully repay 
the debt which every man owes to the wealth 
of the community: but among ten schemes 
nine are generally unsuccessful. The expense 
of the unsuccessful experiments falls on the pro- 
jector, and there is a risk of his being a loser 
even by those which succeed. Before he brings 
his discovery to perfection he bestows much 
time, and makes many trials, and after it is, 
known and adopted by the public, it a£fbrds him . 
little further emolument. 

There are three ways by which a useful 
discovery may afford an advantage to its author; 
— by his keeping it a secret ; by obtaining an 
exclusive patent for exercising it; or by his 
receiving a direct pecuniary reward from the 
public. 

The method of concealment is not applicable 
to every kind of discovery; an operation in 
chemistry may be kept secret; but improve- 
ments in agriculture and mechanics, if practised, 
must be known. Even when concealment is 
practicable, there is always a risk of discovery, 
and then there is an end of the inventor's re- 
ward, at a period entirely undetermined, sooner 
or later, as chance may order it. Put the prin- 
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cipal objection to this mode of reward is drawn 
from the injury the public sustains. The in- 
ventor is deterred by the fear of discovery from 
exercising his art so extensively as the public 
service may require. He may be inclined to 
confine it to a narrow scale, such as he can 
manage personally, or with few assistants, and 
there is a risk of the invention being lost to the 
public at his death. 

The second method of rewarding discoveries, 
is by granting a patent for a monopoly. If this 
be limited to a moderate duration, it does not 
deserve the censure sometimes bestowed on it. 
During the currency of the patent, the public are 
gainers to a certain extent, for it is the interest 
of the patentee to bring the subject of his inven- 
tion to market on moderate terms; and, when 
the patent expires, the public have the full 
benefit. It is, perhaps, the most unexceptionable 
mode of rewarding useful discoveries: as the 
article for which the patent is granted must find 
its own way to public use, the reward can only 
attach to articles by which the public is benefited, 
or supposes itself to be so, and the extent of the 
reward will generally be in proportion to, the 
value of the invention. 

£ 2 
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Patents may sometimes be granted for trifling 
articles which are introduced by fashion into 
general use, and become highly lucrative to the 
patentee. When this happens, an individual 
gains without deserving it ; but the public can 
hardly be deemed to sustain an injury. The 
gain of the patentee is a tax on the caprice of 
those who use the article. A patent for a paltry 
improvement on shoe-buckles is said to have 
made the fortune of the proprietor. 

The restrictions under which patents are 
granted by the laws of Britain, seem to remove 
every objection to which this mode of reward is 
liable. The duration is limited to the term of 
fourteen years, the applicant is obliged to give a 
full specification of his invention, and the patent 
is set aside if the specification be imperfect, or 
if it appear that his claim ty the discovery is not 
well founded. 

In a few instances a patent of longer duration 
has been granted by Act of Parliament. TJiis 
is exceptionable in regaili to precedent and 
departure from general principle. It would be 
better, if in any case, from peculiar circum- 
stances, a patent for the usual tenn be insufficient, 
to aid it by a pecuniary reward. 
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To this head we may refer the right which 
authors have to the exclusive publication of their 
works. This is now extended for a longer term, 
and in all cases subsists during the life of the 
author. 

The third method is that of a direct pecuniary 
reward granted by the public. This method is 
exceptionable from the risk of partiality in be- 
stowing it. Sometimes through error, sometimes 
through favour, rewards may be given for pre- 
tended discoveries, or such as are of small value. 
At other times they may be refused, or sparingly 
bestowed, and the inventors may be driven to 
the expedient of conceahnent. It is hardly pos- 
sible, even with th^ best information and utmost 
impartiality, to apportion the reward so well to' 
the utility of the inveritioh as patents do. - There 
are cases, however, where this method should be 
had recourse to : when a valuable discovery is 
of such a nature that it is hardly possible to pre- 
vent it from being generally practised. A new 
plough may be the subject of a patent; but a 
new method of ploughing must be rewarded by 
a premium, or not at all. The discovery of a me- 
thod for recovering decayed trees was a proper 
subject for a premium, being effected by a com- 
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position which, when known, every gardener 
could make and use. Rewards are proper when, 
from the nature of the invention, patents are not 
applicable, or where there is a strong call to 
communicate the full benefit of it at once to the 
public. The rewards offered for discovering the 
longitude at sea are proper. The physician who 
introduced the practice of vaccination, received 
most deservedly, a liberal reward from the 
public. 

Societies have been established for promoting 
agriculture and useful arts, by bestowing pre- 
miums on useful discoveries, or on the best 
articles of produce or manufacture exhibited, or 
on the performance of ordinary operations in the 
best manner. These societies, well conducted, 
as they generally are, may do considerable good : 
for the small rewards they bestow are accom- 
panied with a higher honorary gratification, and 
it is hardly possible they can do any harm. 
Suppose premiums granted for introducing modes 
of agriculture into a district of the country, which 
are practised in other districts with advantage. 
These may be unsuitable to the climate, and may 
not succeed. But if aniong many trials a few 
be successful, the public is amply recompensed 
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for the expense of them all. The farmer is re- 
strained from experiment by local prejudices, as 
well as by the real risk of failure, and stands in 
need of the encouragement of a premium. It is 
in some measure owing to this, that the valuable 
improvements of raising sown grass, and other 
green crops, have been introduced into some 
parts of the country, and plantations, especially 
of the hardy larix, cover many of our hills that 
were accounted unsusceptible of improvement. 

But premiiuns should never be extended be- 
yond the term requisite for the introduction of 
a practice into a place where it was unknown 
before. A farmer may be prevented from sowing 
turnips by ignorance or timidity, till he see his 
neighbour do it with success. But the practice, 
if proper, when once introduced, will make 
rapid progress. To continue premiums for rais- 
ing any article on an extensive scale, and during 
a long course of years, is not only a useless but 
a pernicious expenditure of public money. It 
is forcing a species of culture which does not 
suit the climate. The large sums bestowed in 
Scotland for many years, in premiums for pro- 
moting the culture of flax, seem liable to this 
censure. 
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Societies fonned for the promotion of sci- 
ence, conducted upon principles entirely hono- 
rary, axe entitled to the highest respect, and 
seem exempted from any risk of misapplication. 
Eminent genius may not require their fostering 
care, and if a few be engaged by their means 
in pursuits for which nature did not intend 
them, the public hardly feels the loss ; yet ex- 
perience concurs with reason in evincing the 
advantages which result from the association of 
ingenious men in their philosophical researches. 

Useful as the art of printing is, there are 
many nice points in the application of art to its 
various purposes which are better taught by 
exhibition, accompanied by oral directioui Hence 
the utility of public lectures where the applica- 
tion of science to practical purposes is illus- 
trated by experiment. These lectures may aim 
at the development of the abstruser parts of 
science, or they may be of a more superficial 
nature, and both are useful to different clasi^es 
of hearers, and deserving of encouragement. 

The efficacy of labour is carried to the utmost 
extent by the vast stock of practical knowledge 
accumulated in a succession of ages. Art and 
skill are progressive, but their progress, in differ- 
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ent ages and nations, is very unequaL In China 
some of the more useful arts were known at an 
earlier period than in Europe, but they have 
never attained the same perfection. The human 
mind exerts an energy at certain periods which 
political institutions cannot do much to forward, 
nor can its causes be fully investigated by human 
sagacity. 

But there is little risk> as society is now 
constituted, of losing what is once attained. By 
means of the press and of oral instruction every 
discovery, whether the result of investigation, or 
the effect of accident, soon becomes generally 
known, and is introduced into general practice. 
Every improvement in agriculture, in metallurgy, 
and the other practical branches of chemistry, 
in mechanics, enlarges permanently the power of 
man over the material world. 

The conquest of the civilized world by bar- 
barous nations is the only event that could cause 
the loss of what has been acquired. Something 
of this kind took place when the Roman empire 
was subverted, and when the polished nations of 
Asia were overrun by hordes of Tartars. Mo- 
dem Europe is little exposed to a similar hazard. 
There does not now exist an extent of territory 
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in a barbarous state sufficient to furnish numbers' 
for the conquest of what is civilized, and the 
more general diffusion of knowledge among the 
modems would even secure the permanency of 
any after-conquest. The entire extermination 
of the former inhabitants is impracticable, and 
the conquerors would acquire the arts and adop^ 
the manners of the survivors. This has hap- 
pened several times in China, which has been 
subdued by Tartars, without losing the civiliza- 
tion it had attained. 
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CHAPTER V. 

OP CAPITAL. 

To obtain distinct views of the progress of 
wealth it may be proper to inquire, first, into that 
measure of it which a community of a less or 
greater extent may acquire by the resources of 
its own industry and skill, when unconnected 
with the rest of the world, or surrounded with 
a wall of brass, as Bishop Berkeley supposes ; 
and afterwards into the effects produced by a 
commercial intercourse with other countries. 

In a former chapter we have taken a cursory 
view of the means of acquiring wealth. The 
fruits of human industry are seldom entirely con- 
sumed by that generation which produces them. 
A part remains for the benefit of succeeding ge- 
nerations. Even in the rudest state, the hut 
which a man has built, and the simple tools he 
has made, are useful to his children and succes- 
sors ; and, for the most part, every generation 
transmits a larger share of wealth to its pos- 
terity than it received from its anceistors. The 
wealth thus accumulated is called Capital. 
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The stock of practical knowledge above men- 
tioned is an inheritance of great value; but 
seems rather to be a means of increasing the 
power of acquiring wealth, than to constitute any 
part of it. A more tangible inheritance is handed 
down in every age to posterity. 

Improvements in agriculture constitute a vaiu* 
able part of this wealth. The earth, even in 
the more favourable climates, requires to be 
cultivated in order to yield any considerable 
quantity of food. The effect' of the labour be- 
stowed on it does not always terminate with 
the siiccecidii^ ^crop, but often renders the soil 
more productive for a long time after. The 
operations of ploughing and mantn^ng,' indeed, 
only answer a temporary purpose ; but those of 
clearing, draining, levelling, "arid inclosing, are 
beneficial for ages; Some of these Improvements 
can hardly be lost by neglect, and* all of them 
can be pl'eserv^d by a much less portion of labour 
than was requisite at first ftr their execution. 

A person advslnced' in^life is e^s^uck with 
pleasing astonishment when he obseifvesthe 
improvements that have taken place during his^ 
own time j barren heaths converted into fertile^ 
fields^ rich pastures; or smilihg gardens ; wretched 
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m0d(3s of. hu?4>andry gmng way to. a spirited and 
far more productive system ; the cattle more 
vigorous ; the peasants exhibiting higher indica- 
tions of plenty and comfort. If Jie coulcf com- 
pare the present. state of the country with that 
which it presented some centuries ago, the con- 
trast would be still more remarkable. 

To this head we may refer the stock of use-p 
ful plants, which are cultivated in their present 
state of perfection. Some of these, as wheat, 
are so much ameliorated by. culture, that we are 
hardly able now to trace their native climate.. 
Others, as potatoes, have been introduced more 
lately, and therefore their history is better 
known, but they form an accession no less valu- 
able to the produce of the soiL To this head 
also belongs the stock of domestic animals, 
which, through the gift of nature, have been 
multiplied and improved by human care, and 
by the attention given to the choice of breeds. 

Some countries are covered with wood by the 
luxuriant hand of nature, and must be cleared to 
render them healthy and fit for cultivation. 
Others do not contain, at least in modern times, 
a sufficiency of wood for shelter and. other pur- 
poses; and industry is requisite for supplying 
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the deficiency. The labour exerted, whether in 
planting or clearing, so far as it renders the 
country more fertile or more conunodious, is 
alike l^eneficial, and is the means of transmitting 
a better inheritance to posterity. 

The working of a mine, in some sense, ex- 
hausts the stores of the earth. Yet as these • 
hidden stores only become useful by discovery, 
whether accidental, or the result of laborious 
search, the stock of general wealth is augmented 
by known mines ; and the operations necessary 
for setting a mine agoing constitute part of its 
value. 

Highways, bridges, and navigable canals, by 
facilitating conveyance, promote all kinds of 
improvement, and add much to the value of a 
country. 

The other parts of accumulated wealth con- 
sist chiefly of the following articles : — 

The great variety of tools used in manufac- 
ture, engines and mills of every kind, with their 
appendages, wheel-carriages, furnaces, appa- ^ 
ratus for experimental philosophy. 

All buildings, whether appropriated for places 
of manufacture, for private dwelling, or for pub- 
lic purposes ; churches, halls, colleges, schools. 
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theatres, hospitals, granaries, warehouses, pri- 
sons. 

The quantity of corn, and other provisions, 
laid up in store. 

The whole stock of articles intended for fu- 
ture consumption, whether completely prepared 
for use, or requiring further manufacture ; wool, 
flax, cotton, silk, leather, metals, and other ma- 
terials, and all the commodities into which they 
are formed. 

The shipping belonging to the country, arti- 
ficial harbours, and improvements of natural 
ones ; light-houses ; boats, and implements for 
fishing. 

Nor must we omit those articles which, 
though not, strictly speaking, convertible to use, 
become objects of desire by gratifying taste or 
caprice. Under this head we may comprehend 
pictures, statues, and other works of elegant art 
Musical instruments, libraries, and books, wher- 
ever kept, claim a very respectable place in our 
lists. The lowest should be assigned to those 
which only contribute to ostentation, or are 
4sought after for their rarity; diamonds and 
other precious stones, and uncommon produc- 
tions of nature or art. 
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What place shall we assign to the precious 
metals^ to which alone the multitude consider 
the character of wealth as belonging ? These 
metals are applicable to some purposes in life, 
and in this view they have a value, though not 
a very high one. In point of real utility, silver 
is much inferior to iron, and gold still more so. 
But the precious metals derive their chief value 
from their universal use as a medium of com- 
merce, and representative of every kind of 
wealth. When applied to this use they become 
MONEY, the nature and advantages of which 
require a particular discussion. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

OF MONEY. 

We have already mentioned barter, or the 
exchange of one commodity for another, as the 
simplest and earliest mode of traffic. It la- 
bours, however, under great inconveniences. A. 
has a commodity to spare, and B. wants it. A. 
stands in need of a different commodity, with 
which B. cannot supply him, though he is pos- 
sessed of others for which A. has no occasion. 
A. is possessed of a perishable commodity, and 
as he has no immediate wants to supply, he is 
desirous of parting with it, provided he can 
thereby acquire a power of receiving afterwards 
what his future occasions may require. B. 
wants something to afford him present subsist- 
ence, or enable him to carry on his labour till 
the article he proposes to give in return be fit 
for use. In these cases commercial intercourse 
cannot be carried on by barter alone. Confi- 
dence and credit may in part supply the defect : 

but this will be done more effectually and uni- 

F 
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versally by means of some standard article which 
is considered as an equivalent for every kind 
of commodity. Whoever possesses a sufficient 
quantity of that standard may obtain any thing 
which his wants require, and the country af- 
fordsy in return: and therefore every man is 
willing to. accept of that standard, in exchange 
for what he has to spare. The standard upon 
which the public has fixed this value, and which 
is actually applied to these purposes, is called 
Money, 

The essential requisites of the materials for 
money are rarity, durability, and susceptibility 
of minute and accurate division. If their exter- 
nal properties be splendid, and if they be previ- 
ously used for purposes of ornament and magnifi- 
cence, they will more readily acquire that popular 
value which is necessary to give them circular 
tion. All these qualities are united in gold and 
silver, which, therefore, with few exceptions, 
have been employed as money in civilized 
nations in every age. Copper or brass was 
used in Rome in the earlier ages, for want of 
gold and silver, and is still in general use fojr 
articles of small value. Iron was had recourse 
to in Sparta, with the design of banishing 
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liixury/ In soiiie pafts of Africa and India, 
certain species of shells are employed as money. 

The use of n>oney commenced at so eariy a 
period^ that we are not to expect, nor do we 
meet with^ a distinct history of its introduction. 
It appears to have been known in the age of the 
patriarchs, and probably, like other institutions 
of powerful efficacy on the state of society, it 
was not a contrivance of speculative wisdom, 
but derived its origin and reception from occa- 
sional circumstances. An estimation of the 
precious metals for other purposes preceded 
their use as money. Abraham sent jewels of 
gold and silver by his servants who went for 
Rebecca. The affixing a stamp on money, or 
forming it into pieces of a cert^ weight, were 
improvements of a later period. Money was 
weighed, not numbered, in the earlier transac- 
tions. 

Money may be considered as an engine or 
tool by which commerce is facilitated, and a 
very powerful one. It contributes, perhaps, 
n»>re than highways and canals, to an easy 
exchange of commodities. Gold and silver, 
therefore, being the materials of money, consti- 
tute, as such, a part of the public wealth. We 

F2 
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are at present inquiring into the wealth of a 
country considered as detached from the rest of 
the world, and in that view we apprehend the 
quantity of money is of no consequence what- 
ever. The money value of commodities de- 
pends upon the proportion between the quantity 
of money in circulation and the quantity of com-, 
modities brought into the market. Although 
money be a tool, it differs in this from every 
other tod, that the effect is produced alike by a 
greater or a lesser quantity. If the quantity of 
money in an isolated country were doubled, 
other circumstances remaining the same, the 
only jetteet would be to double Ihe nominal price 
of labour, of com, and of every other commo- 
dity. If the quantity of money be diminished, 
prices would fall in the same proportion. The 
effect of circulating paper, used as a substitute 
for money, is in this respect the same. 

Commercial . transactions may be carried on 
witliout money or other circulating medium, but 
not with the same facility, and therefore, pro- 
bably, not to the same extent. As commerce is 
a principal source of wealth, any incumbrance 
upon commerce tends to lessen the general 
wealth; and want of money, or an effective 
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fubstitute, is of that nature. But the degree in 
•which money facilitates commerce is the mea« 
sure of its' value as a constituent part of wealth, 
and this bears a certain proportion to the mass 
of commodities brought to market^ though it is 
iK>t easy to assign what that proportion is. A 
fimall quantity of money, when prices are set- 
tled, is sufficient to iahswer the purpose, and the 
greatest quantity can do no more. 

The value of the precious metals arises, as 
we have observed, partly from their utility or 
estimation as commodities, and partly from their 
universal reception as a circulating medium of 
commerce. The latter part is by far llie more 
important. If their use for that purpose were 
discontinued, their value would greatly fall; 
We may conceive the existence of an article 
possessing the properties of rarity, divisibility, 
and durability, but af^licable to no useful pur- 
pose, and entirely imfit for ornament or magnifi- 
c^Qce. Such an article might be adopted as 
money. Though the supposition be inaagioary, 
it may assist us in distinguishing the value 
which the precious metals derive from being 
used as money, from that which arises from 
their application to other purposes. 
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The exchange of cominodities cannot easily 
be effected without referring their value to 
some common standard, though nothing of this 
kind be received or delivered in the transaction* 
This standard may be a certain quantity of gold 
or silver, reckoned by weight or tale, a bu&iiel 
of corn, a yard of cloth, a bar of iron, a pound 
of tobacco, or a mere denomination. Makutes "^ 
are said, by Montesquieu, and some other writers, 
(perhaps erroneously) to be of this kind. The 
inhabitants of the coast of Angola, according to 
their account, settle the relative value of the ar- 
ticles wh|ch they exchange by affixing to each 
that of a certain number of makutes, although 
there be no such material article as a makute in 
existence. However the fact may be, the sup- 
position implies no absurdity. It may be 
doubted, however, whether the assumption of 
such a standard be not too refined an expedient 
to have occurred to men in that simple state of 
society which preceded the use of gold and silver. 

An imaginary standard might facilitate bar* 

* A Makute is now understood to be the name of a kind of 
net-work used by the Africans for dothing. Mr. Park men- 
tions a bar of iron, as used in other parts of Africa for a ge^ 
neral standard. Neither of these are usually received or deli- 
vered in their transaotioos. 
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ter, but could not serve the purpose of money* 
A person who delivered goods to another with'* 
out receiving goods in return, would only have 
the credit of the buyer to trust to for being 
recompensed at a future time, A payment in 
money gives him an immediate and certain 
equivalent *• 

A prejudice in regard to mcmey as constitute 

* We have ventured, on this subject, to differ from the doctrine 
laid down in the Edinburgh Review, in their Btrictures on an 
£ssay oi\ the Theory of Money and Exchange, by Thomas Smith, 
October, 1808. The able writer of that article, after pointing 
but the impracticability of finding an actual standard of invA- 
riable value, and ridiculing the recourse to an ideal one, puts the 
question, " When you go to market with a guinea, does it not 
purchase in proportion to the value of the metal contained iA 
fhe guinea ? ** And observes, that " selling a sheep for a piece 
of gold, or a piece of silver of a certain weight, is visibly the 
same species of transaction as selling it for a eeHain weight off 
salt, or of eoril. The gold is the commodity purchased with 
the sheep, in the one case ; the salt or corn is the commodity 
purchased with it in the other. It ife the barter of tWo commo- 
dities, the value of which are equal. The dne party has bought 
a sheep, the other party has bought a quantity of gold. Money 
is nothing but a commodity bought or sold for its value, \i\^ 
oth^r commodities ; *' and a good deal more to the same pm*- 
pose. We apprehend that an important distinction is over- 
looked in this view of the subject. The sheep, the salt, the 
eorf], and other commodities which might have been medtioned, 
have an intrinsic value, as being required for the sustenance or 
tomfort of human life. The value of the gold is arbitrary, 
arising chiefly from its use as< a medium of commerce. Dis- 
continue its application to that purpose, and its value will shrink 
into very little. 
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ing wealth is so general, that some further iliacK 
tration of our views on the subject may not be 
improper. On this occasion, some tautology 
may be more excusable than too much brevity. 
The stock of wealth belonging to a commu* 
nity is the aggregate of whatever affords sub- 
sistence or enjoyment, or furnishes the means 
of procuring or increasing them ; land, with all 
its improvements, highways, corn in store, 
mines, materials for manufacture, manufactured 
goods, tools, buildings, shipping, and the like. 
All these contribute, directly or indirectly, to 
supply our wants or gratify our desires, natural 
or acquired. The more of these a country pos« 
sesses, it is the richer, and, so far as external 
things contribute to happiness, the people are 
the happier. But money, as such, does not con- 
tribute to the stock of enjoyment, and ought not 
to be accounted wealth ; and if the inconsiderable 
use of gold and silver for plate and like purposes 
be set aside, it is a matter of indifference whether 
the quantity of these metals be great or small, 
or whether they be wanting altogether, provided 
commerce could be carried on as well without 
them. Land and goods of every kind are 
wealth to their respective proprietors ; and the 
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tiggregate of their seyeral portions constitutes 
the mass of general wealth. A. has com^ B. has 
cattle, G. has wine, D. has manufactured goods, 
or tools and materials for manufacture ; E. ha9 
money, with which he can purchase com or 
whatever he has occasion for, at the usual price. 
The situation of E. is equally eligible as that of 
any of the others ; and in reckoning the wealth 
^f the whole, why should not the money of E. 
be included, as well as the com of A., the cattle 
of B., the wine of C, and the manufactures of 
D. ? If the money of E. were annihilated, still 
the quantity of com, cattle, wine, and manufac- 
tures appropriated to the use of this small com- 
munity is the same ; but E. has no share in it, 
and depends on the generosity of the others* 
That he may not be exposed to this hardship, 
let us suppose that he purchases part of the 
commodities belonging to the others, till the 
money be equally distributed among them, after 
which let the money be annihilated ; nothing is 
thereby abstracted from the means of mainte- 
nance and enjoyment which these five persons 
command, and they ought not to be accounted 
poorer. If a community consisted only of five, 
or even if it were extended to Mty persims, their 
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eomtnercial transactions with each other could 
be carried on without money; and in so narrow 
a community, unconnected with the rest of the 
World, money would be of no use* Bat in large 
communities, as commodities cannot be ex^^ 
changed without commerce, so commerce goes 
heavily on without a circulating medium. Money 
enables us more easily to obtain a supply of our 
wants in return for what we have to spare^ 
It therefore renders pur property more valuable, 
and may be accounted to increase the general 
wealth in so far as it relieves commerce frotn 
embarrassment. 

But the advantages arising from a circulating 
medium have only a limited value. Commerce, 
without money, is practicable, though attended 
with difficulties; and a certain proportion of 
the general industry would be apjdied for coun- 
teracting these difficulties. Let us suppose that 
the industry required for that purpose is equal 
in value to one-twentieth part of the commodi«- 
ties annually produced and exchanged, and let 
the value of these without money be denomi- 
nated M ; let an amount of money, less or more, 
be introduced ; then thd embarrassment to com<- 
meree being removed, and the industry applied 
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to counteract it set free^ the annual jMroduce of 
the community will be raised to M + ^ M. If 
the quantity of money introduced be five mi* 
lions, M will be equal to one hundred millions, 
and the value of the annual produce of the com- 
munity will be augmented to one hundred and 
five millions. If ten millions of money had 
been introduced, the value would have been two 
hundred and ten millions, yet the real wealth of 
the country would be the same in the one case 
as in the other. It is not the wealth of the 
country that has increased, but the value of the 
currency that has diminished, when the nominal 
value is raised from one hundred and five to 
two hundred and ten millions, by the introduc- 
tion of an additional quantity of five millions 
of currency. 

Since the discovery of America, an immense 
quantity of labour and capital has been expended 
in mining operations, attended with no small 
waste of human life and infliction of human 
miseiy. If the acquisition of the large quantity 
of the precious metals from these mines has 
been attended with no other consequence than 
the increase of the nominal price of commodi- 
ties in all commercial countries, how much is 
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this misapplication of capital and labour to be 
•regretted! Little has been done for the im- 
provement of llie countries which supply these 
metals, though they be very susceptible of it 
What a different appearance would they have 
now exhibited if the same capital and labour 
had been expended in purposes of real utility I 
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CHAPTER VII. 

OF VALUE AND PRICE. 

Tedqre is no subject which has given occasicm 
to more controversy among writers on political 
economy than that of valtie. This arises partly 
from the loose manner in which the term has 
been applied ; and from its being used not un- 
frequently by the same writer in different senses, 
without his remarking, or seeming to observe, 
that he had done so. 

The term valtie is sometimes applied to ex- 
press the measure of sustenance or enjoyment 
that a commodity affords to its possessor. A 
man may apply the articles he has produced, or 
in any manner obtained, to his own maintenance 
or comfort, and the benefit he derives from them 
has been called their valtie in tise, or abmlute 
value. Some commodities have a natural supe- 
riority to others, as contributing more to these 
purposes : corn is more essential than wine. A 
good house contributes more to comfort than the 
possession of a diamond. Value taken in this 
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sense is nearly the same as wealth. Although 
its attainment and enlargement is« or should be, 
one of the chief objects of political institutions, 
this is not the sense in which the term value is 
commonly used by writers on political economy. 

After the establishment of traffic and division 
of labour, it is generally only a small part of the 
commodities that the producer retains to himself. 
The great mass is exchanged for other conmao- 
dities, and, according as he can command more 
or fewer of these in return, his commodity is of 
greater or less value. This has been called value 
in exchange; and as this is the common accepta- 
tion in which it is used by political economists, 
when the term is used simply, — it ought to be 
applied in this sense, unless some other meaning 
be specially assigned to it. 

The value of a conmiodity aj^ed to the use 
of the possessor is incapable of being reduced 
to any standard. It depends upon his necessi- 
ties, his taste, and his caprices, and no two men 
would agree in regard to it ; but the value of the 
commodities which he brings to market i& 
ascertained by a steadier standard. It is mea- 
sured by the amount o( what he can receive in 
return. The quantity of one kind of commodity 
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thi^t ean be obtained for a given quantity of 
another ascertains their relative value. As this 
is the only meaning that can be applied to the 
term^ if that of the value in use be set aside^ the 
prefix relative may be omitted as superfluous, 
and as leading to error by suggesting the notion 
of an abaolute value in ecsehange* 

In exohanging commodities, or transferring 
them to the possession of others, upon condition 
of receiving an adequate return afterwards, it 
is convenient and usual to express their value in 
a numerical manner, referring to certain pieces 
of the precious metals which compose the cur- 
rency of the coimtry, or perhaps to a mere 
denomination. The value of a commodity ex- 
pressed in this manner is called i%^ price. 

The relative value of commodities at any given 
time is accurately expressed by their price ; but 
money is not on that account more a standard of 
value than any ather commodity. If the price of 
a yard of silk be equal to that of five yards 
of linen, it will also exchange for five times as 
much corn, wine, or any other commodity. The 
corn or wine given in exchange may, therefore, 
be. considered, as well as the money, as measures 
rf the relative value of the silk and linen; 
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tliough money, being commonly used, or at least 
referred to in these transactions, furnishes 
the common way of expressing the value of 
commodities. 

The price of a single commodity gives no 
information in regard to its value. If the price 
of a horse be twenty pounds, and that of a quarter 
of wheat two pounds, we know that ten quarters 
of wheat are of the same value as the horse, and 
may be obtained in exchange for it, and this 
holds without any regard to the nature of the 
pound, whether a greater or less quantity of gold 
or silver, or a mere denomination. But if » we 
are only told that the price of the horse is 
twenty pounds^ this gives us no information so 
long as we are ignorant of the price of other 
commodities; nor does it add much to our 
knowledge, though we be shown the quantity of 
gold or silver that is denominated a pound. 

The notion of an absolute value (we speak of 
value in exchange) has given rise to considerable 
errors. To raise the value of commodities has 
been considered as a desirable object, and some 
have gone so far as to hold the raising the 
value of all commodities to be a most beneficial 
measure. Nothing can be more absurd. Value 
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being relative, you cannot increase that of one 
commodity without depressing that of others. 
If you raise the value of corn, you depress the 
value of the articles for which it is exchanged. 
If you raise the price of all commodities in the 
some proportion, you depress the value of the 
currency, but make no alteration in the value of 
commodities. The raising the value of a par- 
ticular commodity may be beneficial or other- 
wise. It may enrich some individuals at the 
expense of others, but it does not promote the 
public welfare upon any general principle, 

A standard of value has been sought for by 
political economists. The value of all com- 
modities is subject to fluctuation, though in 
very different proportions, and the desired 
standard, were it attainable, would ascei-tain the 
comparative value of any articles at different 
periods of time, or in different nations at the 
same time. 

Corn has been considered by some as a correct 
standard. The value of a commodity, it is said, 
may be estimated in all ages and nations by the 
quantity of corn that can be obtained for it. 
This doctrine requires some modification. 

As food is the first article of human want, 

6 
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aad corn the most uaiyersal kind of food, if my 
single article be fit for a general standard of 
value, no doubt k is corn. Now, suppose a value 
in corn has been affixed by general consent ^pm 
all commodities brought to market, and that 
afterwards, by improvement in machineiy or 
otherwise, some commodity, say cloth, can be 
manufactured with less labour^ and, therefore, 
more of it brought to market, and given in ex- 
change for corn, or other commodities, than 
formerly, while others retain the same corn price 
as before. Then he who possesses wine can get 
as much corn for it as formerly, but his wine 
goes farther in purchasing cloth. His wine is, 
therefore, of more value than formerly. It }s 
not corn alone that men have occasion for when 
they go to market If they can procure a larger 
share of articles subservient to comfort or luxury 
along with a sufficient supply of necessaries, the 
value of the articles which they give in ex- 
change tor this aggregate is augmented. As 
com, or otner common food, is an article of 
prime necessity, and bears a considerable pro- 
portion to the whole, it ascertains, in a great 
measure, but not solely and exclusively, the value 
of every other commodity. This depends upon 
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fhe tetums tli^t can Ibe obtained for ttiem, oF 
whfeEtever ^ind. If by a change of circumstances 
k greater share of any other commodity can be 
obtained for mine, the value of mine is in some 
ineasiire increased. If a lesser sharie of a dif- 
f<^rent commodity can only be got for it, the 
talue of mine is in some measure diminished, 
and its ultimate value depends upon the aggre- 
gate of all other commodities that it will ex- 
chainge for, regard being always had to the 
qtiantity of each thai is wanted. This estimate, 
indeed, is t66 complex to admit of being brought 
to an accurate determination. 

Dr. Smith projioses as a standard of value the 
quantity of labour that it can command, as la- 
bour miay be applied to the supply of almost 
every want, and even to that of corn. Mr. 
Malthus proposes a medium between com and 
labour ; and since maintenance and a commaiTd 
6{ the services of others are the chief desiderata 
df mankind, this medium is, perhaps, as accurate 
A standard as can be attainecl. 

iTo attain a standard that will answer in all 

tfges and nations is impracticable, for all com- 

ifibdilies alter in vafiie. bf all standards, that oi 

the precious metals is the most fallacious. Most 

G 2 ' 
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ccmimodities have a value in use which influ- 
ences, though it does not exclusively determine, 
iheir value in exchange. But gold and silver 
have little value in use, and derive their value 
almost entirely from being assumed as a medium 
of commerce, which is a device altogether poli- 
tical and arbitrary, and which may be effected 
by any quantity of these metals, whether great 
or small. Accordingly we find that the prices 
of commodities have been very different in dif- 
ferent ages. They also differ considerably in 
different countries at the same time, though they 
have a tendency to assimilate, if the countries 
be connected by commercial intercourse. 

A determination of the causes which regulate 
the price or relative value of different commo- 
dities, is a point of much importance in political 
economy. On this two opinions have been ad- 
vanced. 

The first is, that the price of commodities is 
regulated by the quantity of labour required for 
their production, or rather by the expense of 
production, of which expense, labour, either past 
or present, generally constitutes the greater part. 
This has been called the natural or necessary 
price. 
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The second is, that price is regulated by the 
proportion of the supply of a commodity brought 
to market with the effective demand for that 
commodity. This is called the market price. 

Though these doctrines have been considered 
as opposed to each other, it will not be difficult, 
by a little consideration, to reconcile them. 

An isolated individual must perform every 
operation requisite for his life and comfort the 
best way he can. Robinson Crusoe was his own 
huntsman, agriculturist, carpenter, tailor, potter, 
and basket-maker. If several persons be placed 
in some spot where they have no conmiunication 
with the rest of mankind, they will not long con- 
tinue to work each for himself, as the isolated 
individual does. They had, perhaps, before 
being placed in this situation, been bred to dif- 
ferent mechanical occupations, the articles sup- 
plied by each of which are needed by every 
member of this small community. The carpen- 
ter, the blacksmith, the shoemaker, will each 
supply that article which, from education and 
practice, he can produce in less time, and of 
better quality than the others can do, and will 
receive from the others in return those commo- 
dities, in the production of which they possess a 
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like advantage. There seems to be no olher 
rule for regul^tipg the^e traai^ctioiis than that^ 
every article be excbanged, for another vrhicb 
requires aa. equal quantity of: labour for its pro- 
duction. A day's work of the shoemaker, or. its 
produce^t will be given fpr a day's work of the 
carpenter; or, what comes to the samq thing, 
each member of the community will receive a 
share of the whole, commodities produced in 
proportion to the quantity of labpur. h^, has con- 
tributed.to their production. The natural and 
market-price will thus be the same in the situar 
tion here supppsed; nor will they deviate muc^ 
even when, the con^inunity is cpi;i8ider^bly en- 
larged, due allowanpe bfeing mad^ for such cir^ 
cumstances as assign higher, wages, tc; some kind^ 
of labour than to others. Th?^ axe, cjbiiefly thei 
following ; — 

1st Some kinds of latjspujf are mo^-e severe,, 
more disagreeable, more . dangerous, more un- 
healthy than others, and therefore will not bet 
undertaken without a higher reward. For spme 
or all of these reasons the wages of labourers 
employed in mines is always l^gher than of 
those employed in agriculture. 

2d* Some employments require. sup.erior abi^ 
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)i&e%. nitoral or aequired, or- an^ ^stabstw ebuiW' 
of educatiofi ; otbers require- d^sterity and* 
skill;, which long practice only cm confer. A* 
sidiUiil suEgeon. reoeives a higher rewai?d for the' 
tina^heis employed, than an^artisti-and an inge^ 
nioti» artist more than aa<ordioary>mMhanie. 

3di In aonie employments there is dhnost a^ 
oertainty of aecompiifthnig ihe oliject intc»idedr 
In. others the snccesfi is very preea)rtdU6# fii> 
some mechanic arts die operator is exposed to 
the constaint. risk of breaking his work; whi]«^' 
others: are. nearly exempt from that^ hiaaardb 
Agf iculture . is a. suiter means of procuring sub^- 
sssteaee.thaa fishing ;. the profits of minitig are 
still more precarious* The projector is exposed ' 
to. the greatest hazard of any; and; therefore, 
wheni his schemes succeed, and prove beneficiiA' 
to the public; he is entitled to a liberal reward, 
thou^ be does not always receive it 

4th. Another circumstance which considerably- 
a&ctS' the value of lubour is the time which 
elapBeSibefcNre the article on whichat is exert^' 
be.^tfor usCb In many mechanic wts the article 
isireadyiso soon as- the labour is performed^ In - 
agriculture the greater part of the labour [Re- 
cedes the reaping of the crop by several nionths. 
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and much labour is often exerted when no 
netum is e3q>ected for several years. If a 
plough till five hundred acres of land before it 
be worn out, the labour of making the plough 
is part of the labour of tilling five hundred 
acres. But it may be employed ten years 
before it perform that quantity of work, and the 
average time between making the plough and 
deriving advantage from its use is five years* 
The same takes place in mining and in some 
complicated manufactures. An additional re- 
ward is due to such labour on account of the 
delay before any return be received. This 
belongs to the article of interest, the principles 
of which require a separate consideration "'• 

Any circumstance, natural or artificial, which 
facilitates the production of an article, dimi- 
nishes its natural value. Any circumstance 
which obstructs or retards its production in- 
creases its natural value. 

But in large communities the exchange of 
commodities is not always regulated by the 
expense of their production. A deviation from 
that proportion frequently takes phuse both in 

* See this subject more fully treated in Dr. Smith's Inquiry, 
parti., chap. 10. 
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tiie exchange of manufactured c<mimodities for 
rude produce, and in that of one manufactured 
tfticle for another, owing to the unequal mea- 
sure of the supply of commodities to the wants 
of those who have something to give in return.' 
The proportion of the diflferent conmiodities 
wanted by the whole community is nearly fixed 
by their established habits, and if the quantity 
of each kind brought to market be in the same 
proportion, those which require equal measures' 
of labour for their production will be exchanged 
for each other, and the market price will be the* 
same as the natural. If a greater quantity of 
cloth be brought to market than those who fre- 
quent it have occasion for, when acting accord- 
ing to their usual habits, a proportion will 
remain in the hands of the manufacturers after 
the first demand is supplied ; and, rather than 
carry this home, where he can turn it to no pre- 
sent advantage, he will give it in exchange for 
other conmiodities that required less time for 
their production. This induces the other fi-e- 
quenters of the market to purchase a greater 
quantity of cloth than they intended, and supply 
their families more liberally with Ihat article, or 
lay up a part of their purchase for future use. 
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Thi^ %\ifi price of cMh fijls. Ob the atli» 
l^dj il' the (jyua^tity of clpth Wou^j;:tQ ooarketi 
be I^SB th^^.is ifapMi t^^os^: wllOii^. wi^nto apoot 
Wf^eydgpx^ Yni^m th^ j^roeiye a difibculty q£ 
obtf^Q^i^ a supply^ wJHj clbp ^ la^g^r share o£ 
^ir own prq4u«tK^ m^ rejtum; a^ otht«rf 
^1^^ waats arjB^ h^», exigwt: or l¥iye leQ9: ta 
i^er in retain,. I9JLUS); ^ away^ misup|^#d, Thuat 
the price of <4<^th i;isesi If more/corn b«i brought) 
tp market than, is requii'ed to supply thp. coi^r^ 
filV^ners du];iQg the time they. us^iJly'profride fcuD 
at once, the ff^jtiien- riBjther thw cQirry back.tfaei 
surplus^ wiU oflFer it ajk ajower rate,. £^ this wiUb 
induce the> purchase' to lay in for a logger tum^ 
ai^ the price of, cprn wiU fpll. On thecootRury^v 
a deficiency, in. th^ snpj^ mlX caupe Ihapricei 
of corn tox^i^e by. the/CQnYerae>.of:thisioperatkm.x 

The deFH^ti^ : of tj*e : n^rk^tl i ps'^. from* the i 
natural oo^e^mt^y t^ pl^^.in ac QonsideraUei 
degree eyen^.ip.^rtiiclwi of; injkwftaj; pncnhtce. anda 
n^ufactur^^ai^d.n^UQh ni^re.spr>\y^im a, great) 
parf of the. s)i]^lyi pr^ dgmandj prpaeedfi*. fiaosu 
fw^igQ . ccxpunerpe^. , 

Thfi market pr«ft, hftw^yfir,. hAi always a^i 
tendency to aj^rpaph to thp^na^ipfid one, at least t 
in, articles of h^n^ produpt^ ^ If th^ «uppjly of! 
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any ai^iale^ieeed t^§ ^c^amnd^ ^:%;pmq&y m^ 
iCCNWi^^uence, fall^ the production^ of tl^kt: ^f^^^t 
vjrjiO^ l]|e lessened or discontinued till it^. pr^c^ 
rifi^ so sMsto objtaip.tl}^ us^ej reward of If^QUjri, 
If the d^mapd exceed t|ie supply, sfid th^ priiK^j 
rise^ moj^i^^ qf that article will. be. prodjAced an^, 
brought to mai'ke^t, t^l the price f^ toitfi ¥^^f 
rate* A deficiency in articilQs of prime n^esf 
sity may occasion a gi^eat rise^ i^jt^if . market^ 
jnrioe abovf^jthe najtm'fkl onf. J^ deficient crpp, 

thwgh nece^fMrUyajeG^<Q^pai4j$4 ^^^^ ^.4?*^ ^^i 
tbe.najkural prjce of com (as a s^ialleir , q^antit]\« 
is. produced by the same la]bo^r, in a bad^ 
s^fon), niay increase, the m^}cet price^ int a^ 
higher, proportion. For food mu^t be ppcured^ . 
if it capi at any price. A deficiency, la nji^terial^ . 
fiir clothing is no*; likely, to producje^ ^is^ effect, in, 
the sapie. degree; for many will: rajtl^er caujsei 
the, clothes they b|ve at present, tp, Sj^rjve, tiU^ a^ 
supply op reasonable . te;rms . cft^^^ be, pifpoured*. 
Perishable, qomxnp^i^es faU, v^ Ipw, 19 price by^ 
T^hat is called , a glut ^ i^ ; th^? m^^ti, fi^f^, thpy^ 
must ibe cp^suno^ed imyiediati^y, or loi?t; , T^ose 
of a more durable nature may^ be Mf^thdrawn 
from the ma^kpt, in hopes of a;ri^^ 
The natural value, Jifui. 19 inpstcftfiu^ 
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effect on the market price^ and this latter^ there* 
fore, does not depend altogether on the propw- 
tion between supply and demand. So natural 
does this appear, that a rise in the expense of 
production, occasioned by a new tax, or any 
other cause, likely to be permanent, immediately 
raises the price of the article to which it is 
applied, although it cannot, for some time, alter 
the supply or demand in the market 

The supporters of these opposite doctrines in 
regard to value seem to differ only in degree. 
Those who argue for the natural price, as de- 
pending on the expense of production, acknow-* 
ledge that the market price differs frequently; 
and sometimes greatly from it. Those who 
argue for the market price, as regulated by the 
proportion between supply and demand, acknow- 
ledge that this will be modified in time by the 
effect of the natural price. The length of time 
required to produce an equalization seems to be 
the only point of difference between them. This 
depends on the facility of procuring materials, 
and the time required for the production of the 
article, including that of constructing the re- 
quisite machinery and tools, and of acquiring 
the requisite skill for their use. 
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, Belative value id continually varying. At 
one time three yards of cloth may be obtained 
for a quarter of wheat ; at another time only 
two yards* When this happens, shall we say 
that the value of the wheat has fallen, or that 
tlie value of the cloth has risen ? To answer 
this question/ we observe that at the former 
time the quarter of wheat would exchange for 
a certain quantity of butcher's meat, wine, fur^ 
niture, fuel, or other commodities, and three 
yards of cloth would then exchange for the same 
quantity of these commodities. At the latter 
time, two yards of cloth will purchase as much 
of these commodities as a quarter of wheat will 
do. Either, therefore, a greater share of other 
commodities, taking them in the aggregate, will 
be obtained for the yard of cloth, or a smaller 
share for the quarter of wheat than before. In 
the former case, the value of the cloth has risen ; 
in the latter case, the value of the wheat has 
fallen. It may happen that the alteration in the 
relative value is occasioned partly by the rise in 
that of one of the commodities, and partly by 
the fall of that of the other. 

The estimation of the value of a commodity 
by the quantity of labour required for its pro- 
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fltictioH, it rK>t tbe seMre aB timt fesfihikted by 
^ hhdMt thcA it will pnli'clittd^ \vhen ^xrodticbd, 
A^^ tkey in some degree tend to iisshnilfft^. 
Tbe foi^mer is thb natural value; tJie latter, 
which Dr. Smith assumes as a standard, is the 
fnarket talue. 
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OF THE COMPONENT PARTS OF VALXJE, 

The price of commodities, considered as regu- 
lated by the expense of their producticni^, is re- 
solved by political ecoiH>mists into tbrf e pailnb 
—rent of land, profit of stock, and wi^ges erf 
labour ; to which may be added any special 
taxes they are charged with. The profits of 
9tock xaofy be again resolved into form^ reiiftj 
and former labour ; the larger part being formier 
labour. 

To ascertain the proportion of these different 
parts, as well as the amount of the whole, com^ 
pared with the population under existing cir-^ 
cumstances, is an object of considerable im- 
portance. 

In that state of society, where land is not yet 
parcelled out and aj^rqpriated, the whole value 
of commodities arises from the labour required 
for obtaining them, and preparing them for use* 
But subsequent to Ihe appropriation of land» 
there is scarcely any article, the whole value <rf 
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which can be resolved into labour. In estimat- 
ing the expense of the production of any com- 
modity, the price of the material must be added 
to that of the labour bestowed upon it ; and so 
far as this does not arise from former labour, it 
arises from rent The farmer is employed in 
raising com, and his implements are made by 
artificers bred to their several employments : 
but the rent of the wood which furnishes timber 
for his carts and ploughs, and the rent of the 
mine which supplies them with iron, as well as 
the rent of the land which he cultivates, must 
all be paid by the price of his corn. The price 
of wool forms a part of the price of cloth ; and 
this is almost entirely resolvable into rent, as 
the labours of the shepherd are inconsiderable. 
The price of butcher's meat also arises chiefly 
from rent. The price of houses is partly com- 
posed of the rent of the quarries which supply 
the builder with stones. In the more exquisite 
works of art, the value of the material bears so 
small a proportion to that of the labour, as 
almost to escape observation. The value of the 
balance-spring of a watch exceeds by ten thou- 
sand times that of the steel which it is made of; 
yet the rent of the mine from which the steel is 
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obtained forms a part, though a very small one, 
of the price of the balance-spring. The pro- 
perty of animals obtained by hunting and fish- 
ing, in places Where these occupations are per- 
mitted freely, is another instance where little is 
assignable to rent. Yet if the hunter use a gun, 
or even a bow, the rent of the land which fur- 
nishes wood, or of the mine which furnishes 
metal for these wea{>6ns, composes a part of the 
price of the game he kills. A very trivial ex- 
ample, mentioned by Dr. Smith, of property 
arising entirely from labour,- — ^that of pebbles 
gathered on the sea-shore, and afterwards 
wrought into trinkets, is the only one we at 
present recoHeet;. 

A catalogue somewhat lai^r may be adduced 
of articles whose value arises from rent only : 
this includes all the spontaneous productions of 
the earth. The extent of these is very diflFerent 
in different climates. 

The value of the far greater part of commo- 
dities is composed jointly of rent and labour, 
present or former ; and for the most part labour 
contributes the greater share. 

The use of tools is necessary for the execu 
tion of work ; and the materials must be sup- 

H 
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plied, and the labourers maintained, during the 
time the commoditied are preparing. The pro^ 
prietors of the tools, the materials, and the food, 
have a right to a share (S the manufactured 
commodity; or what is more conunon, mi^y 
assume the property of the ^hole, on paying 
the labourer an adequate consideration in naofiQ 
of wages. The value of the article produced is 
divided between the ownar a( the capital and 
the labourer ; and the equitable rule* of distfi* 
bution seems to depend on the proportion be- 
tween the former labour expended in raising 
Hxe capital, including an allowance for rent, and 
the present labour ^nployed in making the 
commodity. In ascertaining this proporti<Hi, 
we should estimate all the labour that has been 
exercised, directly or indirectly, in producing 
the article, making due allowance for the time 
which has intervened between the exertion of 
each portion of the labour and the full accom- 
plishment of its object. The actual distribution, 
however, will frequently be diflferent, in the 
same manner as the market price of commo- 
dities is different from the expense of their 
production. 

If the labourer provide his own tools, or 
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maintain himself while the work is carrying 
on, he is so far a capitalist, and what he earns 
belongs to the head of profit of stock, as well as 
wages of labour. 

Mr. Ricardo makes the supposition, of a ma- 
chine which costs twenty thousand pounds, and 
lasts an hundred years, during which time it 
produces commodities without the aid of human 
labour. Chimerical as this supposition appears, 
it is useful in analyzing the component parts into 
which the expeiise of prodiictibn is resolved. 
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CHAPTER DL 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE PRODUCE OF BRITAIN. 

We caimot treat of this subject^ witiiout stating 
specific sums, in the estimation of general wealth. 
We are aware, however, of the difficulty of 
obtaining accurate statements: a difficulty aris- 
ing partly from the extent and variety of the 
subject, and partly from the continual fluctua- 
tion both of the mass of wealth, and the value of 
the standard in which it is estimated. All we 
can expect is such an approxhnation as may 
assist our views, without leading to any im- 
portant error. 

The necessary or ordinary expenses of the 
labouring part of the community in Britain '*', 
including men, women and children, may be 
taken at sixpence a day, or nine pounds in a year 

* We have made these statements in regard to Britain rather 
than the United Kingdom, because we have not authentic infor- 
mation of some particulars respecting Ireland, and also because 
the circumstances of the coimtries are different in essential 
points. 
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each. Sir Frederick Eden estimated tbe annual 
expense of the English cottage^ in the year 
1796, at 6/. 4*. a head. This is too low for the 
present time, and the ^e xpense trf tradesmen and 
manufacturers in towns is greater than that of 
country cottagers. If we take the average 
expense of all ranks at double that of the la* 
bourer, we may not be far from the truth. The 
number of inhabitants in Britain, by the last 
census, was about fourteen millions. Their 
expenses, therefore, at eighteen pounds a head, 
amounts to two hundred and fifty-two millions.': 
If the wealth of a country remain stationary, 
the annual income of the whole comrauhity, or 
value of the productions applicable to the use of 
man, is equal to the annual expenditure. If the 
amount of productions exceed the expenditure, 
so much is added to the public wealth in 
agricultural improvements, houses, furniture, 
machinery," or some other form *. If the expen- 
diture exceed the income, so much is deducted 
from the public wealth. 

* Some have erroneously stated money saved and lent as an 
addition to the national wealth. When there is a lender, there 
is a borrower. The interest which the one receives the other 
pays. The general mass of wealth is no ways affected by these 
transactions. 
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It is difficujit to ascertain the alteratkm in the 
mass of general wealthy but tbe* quantity added 
to it^ or deducted from.it, ih any year, nev^ 
exceeds a small propcHrtion of the produce of that 
year ; the greater part of what iaptMhiced being 
always consumed within the year. It is certain, 
however, that in Britain there has been an 
increase of wealth, more or less^ for many yeara 
This is obTious from the better cultivation of .<Mir 
fields, and greater extent of cultivated ground^ 
the increase and improvement of our houses and 
furniture, the superior machinery in our manu* 
facturing establishments, and ol^er indications 
of wealth which strike our eyes, to whatever 
quarter we turn them. 

Suppose eighteen millions added annually to 
the national wealth : the annual income then 
amounts to two hundred and seventy millions; 
and this is divided among the landholders for 
rent, the capitalists for profits, the labourers for 
wages, and those who participate of the public 
revenue. Some share is given in charity, to those 
who have no property, and are incapable of 
labour. 

This sum of two hundred and seventy millions 
comprehends the value of every article produced 
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orifi* aiqi^^wmy obteisml witbm tbe^^i^ap, for the 
iDftijiteimiice^iid a^ceomm^ mankind, 

$sDddm> the antiual value of Aatigs^ not produced 
wittunthe yeari but which femam -useful for a 
length of time, as houses ^nd the like. But if 
iom not include flie value of tiie serviees of 
professional men, and of those who contribute to 
Immsement. , If it be thought proper to inelnde 
these; mi addition milst beii made to the foregoing 
sum, and an idtemtion-wiU'be^ requisite in wm^ 
of the fdftowing- statemeaf s, 

A&the labouring part of the CMamunity seldom 
aeeunmkite much wealth, their annual earnings 
Bate ^ifearly ^qual to their annual outgoings* 
Hiia we have stated at nine pounds a year each. 
If a family consist of five persons, a man, his wife, 
two children *who can do some labour, tod a 
young child, their aggregate expense amounts to 
forty-five pounds^ If the man gain eighteen- 
pence a-day, for three hundred working days, 
his wages amount to twent}r-two pounds ten 
shillings in the year, and if the wife and twa 
children gain as much among them^. the requisite 
sum is made up. They can procure food, cloth- 
ing, lodging, furniture, and other articles to the 
extent which that sum will purchase. This may 
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be an average ease*. If the man possess a small 
papital, or if he can practise some art that is paid 
above the^ common rate, he may live so mudi 
better, or save something. If he have a large 
family of young, children, he will be liable to 
save little or nothing, and his fare will naturally 
be worse. 

To persons in these circumstances food is the 
principal article of expense. According to Sir 
Frederick Eden, it amounts to three-fourths of 
the whole. The income of a labourer is bur-i 
thened with a part of the taxes which supply the 
national revenue. He pays little in direct taxr 
ation, but he pays indirectly, in the price of 
beer, leather, candles, soap, tobacco, and other 
articles. If these commodities were not taxed, 
he would be better fed, clothed, and lodged, for 
the same nominal expenditure. Among families 
in better circumstances the proportion required 
for food is smaller. In those of middle rank it 
may be about one-half ; and in those of higher 
rank much less. Such families require the 
personal service of one or more of the inferior 

* Perhaps we should be still nearer the truth, if we stated the 
average wages of the labourer a little higher, and that of the 
other members of the family a little lower. ^ 
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classes. Those in affluent circumstances gene^ 
rally employ a large nimiber of menial attendants* 
When we estimate the avera^ expense of each 
person in Britain at eighteen pounds, we include 
the food, dress, houses, furniture, establishment; 
travelling and miscellaneous expenses of the 
rich, but not the wages and maintenance of their 
domestics. These form a part of what the 
STcrage of eighteen pounds is composed of, and 
would be twice reckoned if each d<»nestic were 
charged separately as an iiidividual, and at the 
same time collectively as a part of the establish-» 
ment to which be belonged "^^ The annual 

* It may be objected to this method of statement, that we es- 
timate the wages of the tradesmen who supply tlie wealthy with 
commodities in delermimng the average, but not the ^ages of 
the domestic, though both are maintained at the expense of the 
employer. The cases, however, are not the same. 'A* num- 
ber of , the most necessary tradesmen may unite to supply 
themselves with lodging, furniture, and clothing, each, fur- 
nishing the article which the employment he is bred, to enables 
him to produce. If to these be associated a sufficient numbev 
of farmers on like terms, all the members of such a society 
would be fed and otherwise accommodated with considerabld 
fiilness, provided they were possessed of land and ci]^tal req^i^ 
site for their several employments. But if these be wanting^ 
they must give part of what they produce and manufacture, or 
its value, to the owners of the land and capital, and be satisfied 
with inferior hire and accommodation. The mass of the pro- 
dnetioas of such a society would be divided into. two parts, 009 
given to the landholder and capitifcllst, the oth^ retained for 
their own use, and each part would have its distinct value; 
There is nothing similar to this in the case of domestic servants 
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HMXiaie of two himdned and sflrenty mflUons 
oomprehends the poduce of the land wfaieh is 
appwporittted to due use of man^w^of horses kept 
fi>]^ pkeasnre, or which suj^ies materials fbr 
nuonifacture, but not that pari p£ the produce 
required for seed, or for -maiiitaiiiiDg horses or 
other cattle employed in agricultnre^ which is 
immediately reabsorbed. It includes also the 
praduoe of our mines^ woods^ and fisheries, and 
aK Aat 18 added to the ^ndue of the raw ma* 
teiials by our Tarioua trades and manufactures ; 
aho the profits of pur foreign commerce, and 
whatever is drawn by persous residing in Bri* 
tain from their properties in our colonies*. 

A large share of this mass . pjf, T^iealth is inters 
cepted by puUic ImrthetM of various kinds* 
The taxes paid to governnxent^ and constituting 
tike rerenue of Britain, amoimted, on an average 
of throe years, preceding the 5ih of January 1823, 
nearly to fi%-five millions, including the expense 
of collection, but deducting what was repaid in 
drawbacks and bounties. Dai*faig the late war 

who produce nothing, bat are retained to indblge the indolenee, 
or gvatify the vanity of their mastora. • 
- * We propose, in general, as tlie distindtest wvf of conducting 
tkese mquiries, to consider separately the internal sources of 
wealifti, and that acquired by commerce or cdonisation. It waa 
naoaasary, howeyer, in the general estimate here given, to compre- 
hend the whole national income, from whatev-er source arising. 
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it iBometimes Maoimted to upwardi^ of mswntj 
BtUlionflu 

Of this revenue about tweoty-^^t miU]i»i« 
aiMl a liaUf are paid to tb^. public creditors m 
dividends a^d aqnuities^ and al^ot oiie millioi^ 
aad a b^lf for interest, on 'Exjoh^qner biU& 
About five paiUions^ are. applied for .th^ reduction 
oft^e national debt ; and the remainder, amount* 
ing to twenty miUicms^ is expended on the army 
and.navy^ and the paynaent pf public function* 
vies of every ;ranl£^ from the . sovereign to the 
mean^at clerk. 

The o^r public burtbena are tithes, poor^ 
rates> and county and other local assessments; 

Tike tithes^ excliusive of. those bekaigiBg to 
lay inapyopriaters» which should be accounted a 
species of land^rent^.n^ay amount to, about fou^ 
millions. 

The poor-rates, when,hjighest4e;^ceeded seven 
millions and a half. They are now (1823) under 
seven millioDS. 

The county and other local assessments, as 
far as can be ascertained, may amount to one 
million and a half. 

These burthens, which, that we may be withr 
in bounds, we shall estimate at twelve millions, 
are generally paid, in the first instance, by the 
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farmer; but are immediately devolved on the 
proprietor of the land, who receives so much less 
rent from the farmer as these burthens amoimt 
to. It is not clear that the landholder can reim^ 
burse himself by devolving these burthens on 
other classes of society. In regard to tithes* 
and local assessments, there is no reason to be^ 
iieve he can ; and if poor-rates were only applied 
to their proper purpose, the maintenance of those 
who are disabled, by age or otherwise, from la- 
bour, they would also fall on the landholder 
without reimbursement If they be applied in 
such a manner as to reduce the wages of labour, 
this system, however exceptionable, by lessening 
the farmer's expenses, enables him to pay a 
higher rent, and thus affords the landholder 
compensation to a certain extent. 

The sums levied by taxes of any kind may be 
beneficially applied for the public welfare. It is 
true they may also be excessive, or misapplied. 

* The tithes are here considered as a part of the rent pBxd to 
the titheholder, instead of the landholder. Some respectable 
writers maintain that tithes do not partake of the nature of 
rent, and that their tendency is rather to increase than to lessen 
it. We shall consider this opinion more fully in a following 
Chapter. However this may be, it does not affect the follow- 
ing statements, which proceed upon the rent as it actually is, 
when modified by all the circumstances that tend either to in- 
crease or lessen it. 
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But the people are obliged to pay them, whether 
they conisider themselves as deriving equivalent 
iidvautage from them or not ; and this constitutes 
an essential difference between that part of the 
national expenditure, and the part which is 
voluntarily paid to that class of the community 
who are accounted unproductive labourers. 

The distinction between productive and un- 
productive labour was, we believe, first pointed 
out by Dr. Smith, and it appeared to him clear 
and important. Some later writers have en- 
deavoured to represent it as futile, and their 
argument chiefly rests on the adduction of cases^ 
in regard to which it is difficult to say whether 
they should be assigned to the one class or the 
other. This may be admitted, and it neverthe- 
less may be true, that the distinction, in most 
cases, is sufficiently marked. It is well known 
that, in every branch of science, classification is 
useful, and even necessary: yet the different 
classes, by whatever rule we arrange ihem, 
sometimes approximate so much, that we cannot 
always determine whether a particular subject 
should be referred to one class or another. 
The sovereign, and aU concerned in public 
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administration, judges and magistrates, tax- 
gathesrers, the army and nairy, the established 
clergy» are all unproductive labourers whom we 
are obliged to pay, and who, therefore, may be 
overpaid. Under this head we mayalsb class, 
in England, the poor, whom we are obliged to 
pay, though <hey may not labour at all. 

Physicians, who do or should afford us health; 
schoolmasters and dissenting clergymen who 
give us instruQtipny lawyers who assist us in the 
protection Qf Qur. prop^ty, musicians ^and otheir 
public performers who supply us with amuse- 
ment, and the. numerous body of domestic ser- 
vants who eoutribut^ to our accommodation, are 
unproductive labourers whom we pay voluntarily, 
and who are not, thenefore^ Hkely to' receive 
more than a suitable rec6mpeiise for "their 
services. - : ' ' 

We resume our attempt to calculMe, as nearly 
as we can, in what proportion the incdme of two 
hundred and seventy millions is distributed 
among the various classes of the community; 
We shall first consider the whole as distributed 
among the proprietors of land, the ^capitalists, and 
the labourers, iand then consider to what extent 
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these are bnrthened with national or other 
taxes, the produce of which is applied to the 
maintenance of other classes of the community. 

The circumstances which give rise to and 
regulate rent will be the subject of a sepamte 
discussion. At present it is only the amount 
of it with which we are concerned. 

The rents paid by the fanner for land applied 
to the purposes of tillage and pasturage^ include 
ing the value of what is retained in the actual 
possession of the proprietor, whether applied to 
these purposes or laid out in pleasure-grounds, 
and including also the tithes in the hands of 
lay impropriators, may amount to £40,000,000 
But if the farmers were exempt 

from tithes, poor-rates, and other 

public burthens, they would pay 

so much more rent We estimated 

these at twelve millions ; but as 

partof this falls upon other classes, 

the part which falls on the land 

may be stated at .... 10,000,000 
Rent of mines^ fisheries, woods, &c. 5,000,000 



Gross income of landed proprietors £55,000,000 
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The number of families chiefly em« 
, ployed in agriculture, by the last 
. census, 1821, was ... . 978,656 
Of tho^se.chiefly employed in trades 

and manufactures .... 1,350,239 



2,328,895 
Families of all other descriptions » 612,488 



Whole number of families . . 2,941,383 



And the whole number of inhabitants, exclusive 
of the army and navy, was 14,072,331, being 
about four and three-fourths to a family, or more 
accurately 4.784. 

The proportion of persons belonging to the 
families of the agricultural and manufacturing 
classes is about eleven millions, and this would 
be the number of labourers and their families 
if they were all employed as such. 

But this is not affirmed to be the case, and it 
is obvious that these families must include many 
who derive part of their income from the profits 
of capital. It includes farmers, master trades- 
men, and manufacturers, and others of like 
description. 
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We may, therefore, deduct one million, and 
there remains ten millions of labourers and their 
families, whose income, at 9/. per head> amounts 

to £90,000,000 

Gross income of landed proprietors 55,000,000 
And there remains for the gross 
income of the capitalists, not in- 
cluding the public creditors, 
whose income will be i^lowed for 
otherwise 125,000,000 



£270,000,000 



This gross sum is liable to the foUowing 
deductions : — 

National revenue 55,000,000 

Tithes, poor's rates, and other local 

taxes 12,000,000 



£67,000,000 
which sum is to be deducted from the several 
classes, but in very different proportions. 

The labourers are hardly subject to any local 
taxes, and the greater part of their expense, 
being for simple food, is not liable to taxation. 
We may state the duties upon any taxable 

I 
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articles tiiey oonsome, and any other small 
taxes tiiat may fall upon thflni^ at IL per head, 
or ....... . £10^000^)00 

Tke landed |iroprietor pays» exclu- 

m^y, the laiid<4ax«. tbo uncer 

deemed part of whicb at peasant 

is about 1,200.000 

And the remaiader £pJls upoa tha 

other classes^ nearly in ptopotrtkm 

to their incomes .... 43,800,000 



55,000,000 
Of this last the public creditors pay their share, 
as do also persoos in public ofiice, and others 
who participate of the public revenue : but aa 
a large part of the revenue is applied to the pay 
of the private men in the army and navy, and 
to other objects vrhich yield little or no return, 
we shall state the part of the public expenditure 
which yields a return at ten millions. The 
clergy also contribute, their share. 

The proportion of taxes falling on the diflferent 
dasses of society will be^ in round numbers, as 
follows : — 
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On proprietors of land, in pro- £ 

portion to an income of • . 4d,800»000 

Ob capitaliits, in proportion to 
an iAcome of 123,000,000 

On public creditors, in propor- 
tion to an income of 30,000,000 

On others wW participate of 
the public revenue, in propor- 
tion to an iooome of . . 10,000,000 

On the clergy, in proportion to 
an income of 4,000,000 



i£210,800,000 



£ 

9,100,000 

25,600,000 
6,200,000 

2,100,000 
800,000 



49,800,000 



And the net income of the different classeg 
will be as foUowB :-^ 

Proprietors of land^ g;ro8s income [ 55,000,000 

Deduct tithes, poors rates, and 

other local taxes 10,000,000 

Land-tax 1,200,000 



Deduct also their proportion of other taxes . 
Net income 



Capitalists, gross income 

Deduct their proportion of local taxes .... 



Also their proportion of public Htxe? ...... 

Net income 



Labourers, gross income . . 
Proportion of pubfic taxe« 



11,200,000 



43,800,000 
5^,100,000 



34,700,000 



125,000,000 
2,000,000 



123,000,000 
25,<$00,000 



97,400,000 



90,000,000 
10,000,000 



9O,OW,OO0 
12 
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* Net income of proprietors of land 

„ of capitalists 

u of labourers*. . . . . . 



Dividends to national creditors 
Public expenditure for army, 

navy, civil list, &c 

Applied to the reduction of the 

national debt ; . 

Amount of public revenue .... 
Tithes, appropriated to the 

maintenance of the clergy. . 
Poor^s rates, and other local 

taxes 

Amount of public burthens . . 
Deduct the part which falls 
upon the national creditors, 
. public officers, and clergy. . 



30,000,000 

20,000,000 

5,000,000 



55,000,000 
4,000,000 
8,000,000 



67,000,000 
9,100,000 



Amount of national income £ 



£ 

34.700,000 
97,400,000 
80,000,000 



212,100,000 



57,900,000 



270,000,000 



We have not stated the income of professional 
men in the allotment of national income. These 
are paid voluntarily by the landed proprietors, 
and capitalists ; a small part by the labourer, in 
return for services received. 

* Tbe sums here assigned as the net income of the several 
classes, are those which would remain for their expenditure if 
they paid, directly, those taxes, which fall upon them indirectly, 
by being laid upon the commodities they consume. 
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We do not undertake to affinn, that the sums 
in these statements are exact. Some of them 
may be considerably otherwise ; and we rather 
apprehend we have stated the public income^ and 
also the expenditure of the different classes too . 
high^ when the alteration occasioned by the late 
increase of the value of the currency is taken 
into consideration. We may also have stated 
the annual increase of the national wealth too 
high. An arrangement, such as given above, in 
elucidating our views of the subject, may, how- 
ever, be useful, and the sums only require such 
correction as fuller information may supply, or 
as may be necessary to adapt them to a future 
fime ; most of the articles being in a state of 
continual fluctuation. 

We trust, however, they are sufficiently near 
the truth to warrant the following inferences: — 

That the income of the capitalists (not in- 
cluding the public creditors) exceeds that of the 
labourers. 

That the income of the landed proprietors is 
much inferior to that of the capitalists or la* 
bourers, not amounting, probably, to one-half of 
the latter. 

That the amount of general taxes is not less 
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tfaan ooe*6Mi of the nati<mal iaoome/aod the 
whole amount of taxes, general and local* not 
less than onerfourtfa. As a small part of tiiese 
taxes falls upon the labourer and small capitalist* 
a much larger proportion than aho¥e-meoii<med 
falls upon the more affluent part of the eom«- 
munlty. 

That in the latter part of the last war the 
public taxes alone exceeded ona*£Durth part of 
the national income* 

That the income of the public ereditors is 
inferior to the net income of the landed pro* 
prietors. 

Some particulars are omitted in the Ibregoing 
statements, which may nearly eompensate each 
other. The part of the dividends on the na* 
tional debt paid to foreigners is a deduction from 
our national income; but tiiat is now fully com- 
pensated by the investment of British cs^ital in 
foreign funds. 

The design of this treatise is rather to slate 
our opinions on the important wbjects it relates 
to, and the principles on which they are founded, 
than to ent^ into controversy with those who 
maintain different opinions: but the doctrines 
advanced by Mr. Simcm Qcay, are so opposite to 
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our'a, %iod huve gained so much rec^Kifcm, tlitft a 
brief pdrs^Qel atatem^nt seems requisite. Wa 
sEidl begin i/f ith ct statameat cf the ppiniooft 
whii^h we antertaio ourselves. 

It is agreed on all handB, <iiat it is i>eeessar|f 
maakiiid should be sid&oiently fed. and desiraUe 
that they should be well dotted^ lodged, and 
provided with other articles that afford cixot* 
fort and enjoyment. It is also desirable fhejr 
should be iastnteted, properly attended when 
in sickness, gratified afc suitable times with 
music, and other recreattons. The persons who 
8up{dy ttie fonKier iune oaUed productive labourers, 
and tiiose who supply the latter are called un** 
productive labourers, by such las admit of thai 
distinction. 

We do »ot dilute the value df the latter 
articles. Hiey are requuite for human happiness, 
and for mising human nature to that rank and 
refi|)ectability of which it is efusceptible, and for 
which it was intended. The exertions of a cer- 
tain number of the community are directed to 
the supply of these objects, and therefore some«> 
thing is deducted from the number of those who 
furnish the tangibte articles, and consequently 
from the amount of th^se articles, supposing the 
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industry and skill of those who produce them 
equaL But this deficiency, if confined within 
due limits, is amply compensated by the benefits 
which these unproductive labourers confer. Still, 
however, productive labourers are more indis- 
pensably necessary, and the services of unpro- 
ductive labourers, if carried too far, degenerate 
into caprice, and do not promote human hap- 
piness at all. 

Though nature supplies the materials for 
tangible articles, it is human industry that pre- 
pares them for use, and the whole amoimt of 
these articles that society can enjoy, depends 
upon the measure and skilful application of in- 
dustry, aided by tools and other contrivances. 
Every man wishes to be well clothed, lodged, 
and provided with other comforts, and it is de- 
sirable all should be so as far as possible. Why 
is not every man as well lodged, clothed, &c. 
as a lord? For this obvious reason, that the 
utmost exertion of human labour, aided by every 
possible contrivance, could not produce a number 
of fine houses, a quantity of elegant furniture, 
and other articles sufficient for that purpose. 
Were the product of a given quantity of indus^ 
try sasceptible of indefinite augaientation, there 
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would be nothing to prevent eveiy man firom 
being as well supplied as the lord, except in 
regard to those wants, chiefly capricious, which 
require the persmial service of others. 

In the present, or in any supposable state of 
isociety, the industry of a ccmsiderable number, 
perhaps one-third, of the community is required 
for providing food. It is desirable that another 
proportion, not a very large one, be emjdoyed 
in the duties of instruction, and in affording 
amusement and other gratifications. These are 
unproductive labourers. The rest of the com- 
munity may and ought to be employed in provid- 
ing houses, clothes, furniture, and whatever 
besides renders hu^ian life comfortaUe, and the 
quantity of these articles depends entirely upon 
thie number, industry and skill of the labourers, 
aided by capital which has been amassed by 
former labour. Its distribution among the dif- 
ferent classes of the community is an object of 
separate consideration. It may be proper or 
improper. This mass of articles forms the 
general wealth, and the measure of enjoyment 
which a given quantity of wealth affords depends 
much on the propriety of its distribution. 

Before an article be fit £or use, the material 
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rapplied by nature generally peases thitMigh 
Mveral faands in its way to the eonramer. The 
wool of whieh oar cloths are made k transferred 
from the shepherd to Ihe woolcomber, and frcnn 
him snccessivdiy to the spinner^ the weaver^ the 
Adler, tiie dyer, and the taikn-» before it reaches 
Ihe wear^. Each of these labourers mi^es 
a visible alteration on the article, and brings 
it nearer to the state in which it is usefuL 
Hiere are other laboarens^ however, who, though 
they make no viable alteration on the article, 
yet, as their aid is required to facilitate its 
progress, may, without impropriety, be classed 
with those above-mentioned* Such are the 
carrier, and the retaUer. By the joint openv^ 
tion of all these persons, the wool of the 
shepherd i^ brought in the form of a coat to til&e 
wearer. But what is the advantage of its passing 
through so many hands ? Merely that which 
arises from the division of labour* If &e same 
person could do as much, and as good work, 
when he applied hlmsdf successively to the 
(derations of woolcombing, spinning, weaving, 
falling, dyeing, and taSoring, it would save a 
great deal of trouble in transferring tiie article 
from hand to hand* 
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Wa do not^ h(>we?er» overlook a gi^eat ad^ran- 
tage, independent of tbe preparation <^ ike artiolo, 
whioh arktee from its passing tiumigh diffierenf; 
hands. Tbe human mind derives its chief im*- 
.piiovement from the Msociation of mankind wilfi 
one another^ and though liiere be otfaptr princi^es 
which lead men to a^NSOciate, that <^ oommercial 
iiitercourse holds a ooofiiderabfe place. Skfll is 
euhivated, and activity brought forward hi the 
course of commercial transactions. 

As Wealth is the result of industry properly 
applied, it is promoted by whatever puts industry 
in motion. In the present state of society, a Iwge 
proportion of the community earn their sub^ 
sisteoee by labouring for others, atid therefore 
depend upon a demand for their labour. Tlieir 
^nployers set them to work, and, by doing so^ 
indirectly occadcm the production of wealth. 
There is, howeveir, an essential distincti<m be- 
tween the function which these perform, and the 
industry which produces the articles that consti- 
tute wealth. Whfle we state this distinction^ 
we include liiose who exercise the offices of 
supeiintendenceand direction among the number 
of productive labourers^ as nwch as those by 
whose numual labour the article is found. 
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Neither is the unproductive labourer and the 
idler, though they contribute their share in 
giving employment to the productive labourer, 
entitled, on that account, to any peculiar merit. 
The whole mass of commodities annually pro- 
duced, or its value, is vested in the hands of 
the various orders of the community in the form 
of rent, salary, wages, interest, or some other, 
and the far greater part is annually expended, 
and gives employment to labour. It matters not 
to the labourer from what quarter the demand 
comes. A stagnation of demand may occur from 
special circumstances, and occasion much dis- 
tress : but this is an unnatural state, and is seldom 
lasting ; and is not less likely to occur where a 
large proportion of the general wealth is vested 
in the hands of idlers and unproductive labourers. 
If their share be less, more will remain for the 
industrious, who will expend more, and thus 
give employment to other classes of labourers. 

Having stated our own opinions as clearly as 
we can, we shall next state those of Mr. Gray, as 
well as we are able to apprehend them. 

Circulation, or that which is to be circulated, 
is an object of principal importance in political 
science, as, perhaps, a full moiety of human 
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happipess or misery depends upon it Under 
this head is included land — whatever depends 
principally on the mind, as literary composition, 
—or on the body, as manual labour— or jointly 
on both — ^and also raw materials. It is circula- 
tion alone that gives value to things. The value 
of circulation arises from the utUity of the 
thing circulated in exchange. Each circulator 
through whose hands it passes makes a charge 
upon it, and thereby adds to its value. The 
amount of these values, enhanced by succes- 
sive changes, constitutes a general fund which is 
ineofhatMtible. The more rapid and extensive 
the exchanging or circulation is in any district or 
country, the more wealthy that district or country 
becomes. Some kinds of circulation are more 
necessary than others, but all of them are sources 
of wealth, because by all of them men become 
circulators, and are enabled to charge on the 
general fund. The price of things is the amount 
of the charges made by all the circulators 
through whose hands they pass. Whatever is 
added to the price of things is an addition to the 
wealth of the nation. It is paid, nomin^lly by 
all, and really by none. We are nominally all 
payers, but it is through the medium of charging 
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ette another which its common to all. Bjr dmtr« 
ing wad re-drawing on the common fond, it h 
continually increased ; and out of thisr inexhau^U* 
He mas^y each takes, by means of others, what 
he can, bnt only to replace it largely by means of 
others. 

Suppose twelve circulators, whose average of 
circulation is 20, and that a rise of one-twentieth 
part tsdces place in the price of commodities. To 
meet this, each circulator draws on the common 
ftmd, not only for this twentieth, but for another 
twentieth to increase his means of living well. 
The quantum each draws is now 22, and the 
amount, instead of the former 240, i» 264. The 
difference, which is 24, constitutes an additional 
fund. Who then loses? The truth is, all are 
benefited by the change. Every circulator makes* 
use of the rise to procure what he wants. The 
various branches of circulation are the means by 
which all are enabled to charge one another, and 
together they form the common fund from which 
all circulators are supplied, and to which they all 
contribute. 

The distinction between productive and un- 
productive classes is fotile. There is no mean- 
ing in the asserttow, Aat cultivators create re*. 
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WDue^ and otlier eureulaEtois ooly Bse it. The 
income made by each, is m tooth added to die 
genoraL rtock. A tax-gatherer who earns 3001^ 
a year, adds ae muck to tiM general stoek aa 
the farmer who earns the same sum. The tax- 
gatherer contributes as really to the farmer as 
the farmer to the tax-gatherer. The wealthy, 
however, reputed drones, are in reality the most 
productive. They are the agents whom nature 
employs, by means of circulation, to di£Fuse a 
greater quantity of wealth through all classes. 
The quality by which circulation tends to increase 
wealth, is not any peculiarity of form or cha- 
racter, but the power of enabling its possessor to 
charge for it. A lawyer, a player, a musician, a 
soldier, a schoolmaster, a tax-gatherer, or a pen- 
sioner, who earns 400/. a year, brings more 
wealth to himself and the country, than a farmer 
who earns only 300/. 

The more expensive the style of living of a 
nation, the richer will it be, because the great 
mass of circulators, by means of rapid circulation, 
are enabled with more ease to draw their in- 
creasing charges from the common fiind. Every 
unprejudiced person observes that, under increas- 
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ing expenses, the whole population enjoy a more 
comfortable style of living. What can account 
for this, but a common fund on which each 
charges and draws for his additional expenses? 
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CHAPTER X. 

OF RENT. 

As rent forms a part of the expense of the pro- 
duction of aknost every commodity^ and a large 
part of that of the most useful ones, it is of im- 
portance to ascertain from what source it arises, 
and by what principles it is regulated. 

Rent presupposes the appropriation of land, 
and naturally results from it. To inquire into the 
origin of the appropriation of land is rather the 
office of the lawyer, or the antiquary, than of the 
political economist. It is sufficient at present to 
take it as established. Occupation for a length 
of time is the title by which most of our lands 
are now held, and when this is accompanied, as 
it generally is, by improvement, it constitutes the 
best of titles, and is most beneficial to society. 
If property in land were not established and 
secured, little improvement woidd take place, the 
produce of the land would be small, the popula- 
tion scanty, and that scanty population poorly 
supplied with the comforts and necessaries of life.: 

K 
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Id the present state of society all our land, 
whether cultivated or not, is appropriated. Our 
mines and quarries are appropriated ; the mari- 
time plants on our shores are appropriated ; the 
fishings on our lakes and rivers are appropriated, 
and though some of these are little susceptible 
of imjMTOvement, they all afford a rent to the 
]»x>prietor. 

. A part of the rent of l^id is the return paid 
for the labour which the proprietors, or their 
predecessors, have bestowed in bringing it to its 
present state of fertility, and partakes* of the 
nature of the profit of capital: but the whdb 
cannot be ascribed to this source, as is obvious 
from the rise of rent which often takes place 
without any labour or expense on the part of the 
proprietor. Improvements in agriculture are 
followed by an increase of rent The soil is 
rendered more productive, and part of the profit 
accrues to the landlord*. 

• Mr. Ricardo advances a doctrine directly opposite to this, 
ttid maintains that improvements in agriculture, both those 
which augment the produce of the soil, and those which enable 
the former to raise it at less eitpense have a tendency to 
dhninish rent. It is obvious, that if the farmer sdl his produce 
at the same price as formerly, he will be able to pay more r«it 
in consequence of either of these kinds of improvement; and as 
he win not be able to draw m^re benefit from hia «iqpitid aad 
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'It is ihsA portion of the produce of tlie e^th 
which is paid to the proprietor for the use of the 
original powers of the soU, which constitutes 
rent in the most proper sense. As this is hlended 
witii the allowianee made for improvements, and 
both paid by the fanner to his landlord at the 
t»me time, they are not generally distinguished* 
nor is it of importance that they ^lould. But 
as there are some who consider rent as an inr 
jttrious burthen imposed upon the community at 
large, for the benefit of a privileged few, it may 
not be amies to remind them how large a ]^o- 
ptMrticm of i«nt, in its popular sense, is assigoaUe 
to labour, the best founded of all claims, and the 

labour for any length of time than the general rate, he will be 
obliged to do «o. The only eircumstance wfaidi can countcrant 
jthis, is the faU in the price of produce. It does not seem likely 
that a saving in the farmer*s esipense would have this effeof. 
An increase of prodaee would lower the price* if the popuiatiom 
remained the same : but if the population increased in the same 
proportion as the produce, which is likely to be the case, the 
prioe would remain as befos^. 

As far as experience can be depended on, Mr. Ricardo*s doc- 
trine is untenable. Rise of rent and agricultural improvement 
have gone en hand in hand for a long oonrte of time. But as 
other eauses have co-operated in the rise of rent, this argument 
may not be deemed altogether conclusive. 

Mr. Ricaxdo's arguments are founded on the assumption tbajt 
all rent is derived from the inequality in the fertility of different 
portions of the land ; a doetrine whi^ we ave to consider in the 
subsequent part of jfais ofaiapter. 

K2 
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violation of which would be attended with 
incalculable mischief to society. 

It has of late been a prevailing doctrine that 
rents proceed, in a great measure, or entirely, 
from the difference in the quality of different 
portions of the soil. As this is a point of much 
importance, we. shall transcribe what is adduced 
in its favour, in the words of one of its ablest 
supporters*. 

'* Griain is in no case raised without a certain 
degree of labour or expense, which must be re- 
paid to the grower : otherwise he cannot afford 
to produce it. This may be said in the strictest 
sense to constitute the intrinsic price. 

" Money being accounted the common mea- 
sure of value, this price wiU be affected by the 
quantity of money that can be obtained for labour 
in general, in that place, at that time. Th^ 
farmer must give those he employs, wages in 
proportion to what they can get in other employ- 
ments, so that if these wages be high, the farmer's 
charges must be high likewise, and the intrinsic 
price of his com must rise as the rate of this 
charge is augmented. 

* The Bee, a periodical work, by Dr. Anderson, vol. yu 
p. 273, &c.» published at Edinburgh in the year 1791. 
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" Thus do we perceive that there must be a 
necessary connection between the price of grain, 
and the prosperity of manufactures, and the 
degree of emolument to be derived from them ; 
so that any attempt to advance the one at this 
expense of the other is contrary to nature, violent 
in its operation, and must be transitory in its 
effects. 

" The intrinsic price of grain, however, all 
other circumstances being alike, must vary with 
the fertility of the soil on which it is produced. 
On a rich soil, less labour and less seed will pro- 
duce a given quantity of grain than they would 
do on a soil that is less productive: so that, 
strictly speaking, this intrinsic price of com, 
when considered only in this point of view, would 
be different in almost every different field. How 
then, may it be asked, can the intrinsic value be 
ascertained over a vast tract of country, possess- 
ing a diversity of soils of various degrees of 
fertility, and how shall matters be so managed, 
that all the rearers of it shall draw nearly the 
same price for their grain, and have nearly the 
same profits ? All this is effected in the easiest 
and most natural ntfanner by means of rent Rent 
is, in fact, nothing else than a simple and in^* 
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genioufl contrivance for equalizing the profits to 
be drawn from fields of different degrees of fer^ 
tflity, and of local circumstances which tend to 
augment or diminish the expense of culture. 
To make iiiis 'plain^ a few elucidaticms will be 
necessary. 

** In erery country where men exist tiiere will 
be an effective demand for a certain quantity of 
eotn. By effective demand, I mean a demand 
which can be supplied, so that the inhabitants 
may be properly subsisted. It is this demand 
which in all cases regulates the price of grain : 
fi>r the quantity of grain required in this case 
must be had, and the price that is necessary for 
producing it must be paid, whatever that price 
itiay be. These calls are of such a presskig 
nature as not to be dispensed with. 

*' For the sake of illustration, we shall suppose 
that the soils are arranged into classes, according 
to the degree of jtheir fertility, which classes we 
shall at present denominate by the letters A. B. 
G D. E. F. G. &c. Let those comprehended in 
the class A. be richer than in the class B., and so 
on, decreasing in fertility for each class as you 
advance towards 6. Now, as the expense of 
cultivating the least fertile is as great or greatw 
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than that oi cultivating the most fertile field, it 
must happen that if an equal quantity of graiii, 
the produce of each class of fields, can be solcl at 
ike same price, the profit on cultivating tibe most 
fertile fields will be greater, if no precaution be 
used, than could be obti^ined by cultivating those 
that are less fertile; and as this juroftt must con- 
tinue to decrease as sterility increases, it must 
happen, whatever be the price of com, that the 
expense of cultivating some of the inferior fields 
may be equal to, or exceed the value of the whdf 
produce. 

'^ This beiiig admitted, let us suppose the 
effectiv0 demand was such as to raise the price 
of grain, say to 16#. per boll, and that the fields 
included in F. could just admit of defraying all 
expanses, and no more, when corn was at that 
price ; that those of the class E. could admit of 
being cultivated when the price was at 15*., and 
that in like manner the classes D. C. B. and A* 
consisted of fields which could be respectively 
cultivated when the prices were 14*. 13*. 12*. 
and 11*. per boll. 

" In these circumstances, it would happen 
that the persons who possess fields in the class 
F. would be able to BSord no rent at all, nor 
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eould any rent be afforded for those of G., or 
other more sterile fields, Jbr the purpose of rm^ 
ing com; but those who possessed fields in the 
class E. could not only pay the expense of cul- 
tivatihg them^ but could pay to the proprietor a 
rent equal to one shilling for every boll of the free 
produce. In like manner those who possessed 
the fields D. C. B. and A. would be able to pay 
a rent equal to 2s. ^s. 4«. and 6s. per boll of 
their free produce respectively. Nor could the 
proprietor of these fields find any difficulty in 
obtaining these rents, because the farmers, find- 
ing they could live equally well upon these soils 
after paying such rents as they could upon the 
class F. without any rent at all, would be equally 
willing to take these fields as the others. ' Thus 
it is that rent equalizes the profits on different 
soils in the most natural and easy manner, with- 
out tending in any way to affect the price of 
grain. 

" Let us now suppose once more, that the 
produce of all the fields A. B. C. D. E. and F. 
were not sufficient to maintain the whole iiihar 
bitants of that district. In that case one of two 
things must happen, either the price of grain 
must rise to 17*., so as to induce the owner of 
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the fields in the class O. to bring them into cul- 
ture, or a supply must be brought from some 
other place to answer the demand. In the fir$t 
case, the fields G. being brought into culture* 
those in the class F, would now be able to afford 
.a rent of one shilling per boll of the free produce, 
and all the other classes would admit a similar 
rise. Now then we clearly perceive that it is 
tlie price of grain which affects the. rent, and not 
the rent which affects the price of grain, as has 
been often mistakenly alleged* 
.. " The natural effect of such increasing demand 
for grain and augmentation of price, is the con- 
verting of barren fields into com lands, which 

crfherwise would never have become such. 

♦ « ♦ ♦ ♦ 

" I must not, however, conclude, without 
taking. notice of one particular, which was pur- 
posely kept out of sight, not to embarrass the 
demonstration. I have taken notice of land thiit 
might produce com without affording any rent 
But that, though: a physical possibility, ^cannot 
practically happen. Land, in every case, when 
in pasture, can afford some rent, and when the 
pasture is rich, among a luxurious people, it can 
afford more rent in many circumstances than 
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wldle in eorn. Tliis rent must always be de- 
ducted, whatever it is, before such land comes to 
tiie state in which our reasoning above is philo- 
sophically just*. If, therefore, the prices of 
grain be unreasonably depressed by injudicious 
regulations, while the price of live stock in- 
creases, a wonderful diminution of the quantity 
cf grain raised may take place, so as to occasion 
l^nomena that may appear very inexplicable 
to (s^ortHsighted men, and occasion alarms that 
are altogether unfounded." 

Such is the origin of rent, accc»rdmg to Dr. 
Anderson, and it is a doctrine which has met 
with a pretty general reception. Others have 
taken into account the successive portions of 
capital and labour bestowed upon the same land 
to render it more productive. When the demand 
for com increases, instead of cultivating inferior 
(Bofls, a better return may scnnetimes be obtained 
by employing additional capital upon land already 
in culture; and though this may yield less return 
than what was obtained from the capital for^ 
merly employed, it may still be beneficial to the 

* ** This rent, in faci^ QUght to be accounted part of tb? 
expense of cultivating the soil, as it must be sunk when it is 
sttijected to the plough;* 
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proprietor, and if he do not undertake such im^ 
provements himself» he may obtain a rent irom 
anotiier for permission to do so. A third portion 
of capital will generally yield less additi(»ial 
produce, and therefore will procure less addi* 
tionai rent ; and so on till farther expenditure of 
capital ceases to be profitable, and therefore will 
procure no rent at all* The gradation of pnn 
duce obtained by the application of diffbrent 
portions of capital is similar to that M^iich pro- 
ceeds from the different qualities of the soil; 
and the reasoning above stated in regard to the 
latter is also a{^icable to the former. As the 
bust quality of ground brought into culture, so 
the last portion of ci^ital expended, affords, 
according to <his doctrine, no return to the 
proprietor. 

This doctrine, however, is not to be received 
without limitation. It is incontrovertible that 
the price of com must be sufficient to defray 
tike expense of cultivation on the meanest soils 
employed, and therefore those of superior quality 
will afford a rent equal, at least, to the value of 
the difference of the produce : but it does not 
ft^ow that the whole of the rent arises from this 
source. Rent is said to be an equalizer. What 
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would happen if all the land in an appropriated 
country were of equal fertility? It will hardly 
be affirmed that, in that case, all rent would 
cease. If F., and other inferior lands, could be 
raised to the same degree of fertility as A., the 
quantity of corn, so long as all the ground was 
cultivated, would increase; and this, if there were 
no increase of inhabitants, and no foreign de^ 
mand, would lower the price of com, and bring 
down the rent of land; part of which would 
soon be left uncultivated. But if the improve^ 
ment of land were attended with a pr<^rtional 
increase of inhabitants, the rent, when all was 
brought to an equal fertility, would be the same 
as that of the highest before. 

As the agriculturist pays the same rent for F.» 
when under tillage, that the grazier does when 
under pasture, it is likely to be partly in the one 
state and partly in the other. The rent of A. 
is equal to the sum of the rent of F. and the 
value of all the additional com which A. pro- 
duces more than F., including that which arises 
from the superior quality of the com raised on 
the better soil. More cannot be obtained for A., 
as the farmer, rather than give it, would have 
recourse to the cultivation of F., and if A. w&re 
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offered for less, the farmer would run after iti 
and raise the rent by competition. The rent of 
P., compared with that of A., depends upon the 
net market value of all the com, cattle, and other 
produce that can be raised on the one or the 
other, after deducting expenses. If the value of 
the cattle reared on twenty acres of F., when 
brought to market, after deducting the expense 
erf pasturage, be equal to that of the com raised 
cm one acre of A., after deducting the expense 
of tillage, then the rent of an acre of A. will be 
equal to that of twenty acres of F. 

To render this as clear as possible, we shall 
state an example which will illustrate the prin- 
ciple, although the numbers may not correspond 
to existing circumstances. Suppose the produce 
of an acre of land of the best quality to be ten 
bolls, or rather a quantity of com whose value 
is equal to that often bolls raised on inferior soils, 
a'nd that the necessary expenses, including the 
farmer's profit, are defrayed by the sale of three 
bolls. Then the rent which the farmer can afford 
to pay is seven bolls, or their value : but the 
grazier who holds a possession of the quality F., 
pays a rent per acre equal to one-twentieth part* 
of the rent of an acre of A., or ^ of a boll ; aiid 
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dierefore^ if a fimner cultivate laod of that qm^ 
lity, he mufit pay as much ; and as his expenses 
and profit require the value of three boUs» he 
must raise 3-^ on an acre. If he cannot raise 
so much he will discontinue to cultivate. Now» 
as A. produces 10 bolls, the surplus quantity 
above die produce oi F. is 6^-^ bolls, to which 
add &e rent of F., or ^ of a boll, the whole 
rent of A. is 7 bolls, die same as before. If tbe 
cultivation of F. be discontinued, the su{^ly of 
com being lessened^ the price wUl rise, and this 
will alter the proportion between the value oi 
land under culture and in pasturage, and produce 
a new arrangement. 

From the produce of all cultivated land, a 
quantity nearly uniform must be reserved for the 
seed of the following crop, the maintenance of 
the &rmer and his famfly, his servants and k- 
bouring cattle. The surplus must be sold at a 
price suflSicient to pay his servants' wages, and 
other expenses of cultivation, his own profits at 
the ordinary rate, and his rent. This last will 
vary according to the fertility <^ the soil, and may 
in some cases be little or nothing. Ifthedemands 
of an increasing cultivation force inferior soils 
into cultivation, the sui^lus produce must be scM 
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ftt such a price as to yidd a sum equal to whai 
was obtained from the surplus of better land 
before, proTiding all other expenses remain the 
same, and the farmer live and thrive as well as 
brfore. It is the proportion of the surplus pn^ 
duoe, not the proportion of the whole {M-oduce, 
that in this case regulates the price. 

But circumstances naturally resulting from the 
case supposed may alter this adjustment. In a 
country where there is a sufficient quantity of 
land, of nearly equal and considerable fertility, 
the labour of a small proportion of the inhabitantB 
only is required for cultivataiog the land and 
raising the necessary food. In the discussioiifl 
relative to West Indian slavery, it has been 
a£Gmned that the labour of thirty or thirty«five 
days in a year, on the provision-ground allotted 
to the slave, was sufficient. If this were true, 
the labour of one man eould raise provisions for 
tea. This re|)resentation is probably exagK 
gerated^ and at any rate it is an extreme ease. 
We shall come new?er to what takes place in the 
most fertUe soils of Europe, if we suppose ti^ 
labour of (we-fourth part to be required foragri*, 
^ilture. T3ie labour of the other three-fourduk 
will be exerted for procuring the comforts and 
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ocHlvenieiices of life, and will afford a liberal inea«^ 
sure of them : but if from a deficiency of fertile 
land, or increase of inhabitants, it become^s neces- 
sary to cultivate inferior soils, perhaps the labour 
of one-third part of the inhabitants may be re^ 
quired for agriculture, and that of two-thirds only 
will remain for other purposes. This will afford 
a less share of the conveniences and comforts of 
life ; and this decrease will be more felt as worse 
land is had recourse to. Thus the inhabitatits 
of a fertile country are more affluent than those 
of a barren one, if their industry and skill be the 
same. Those of the latter will be worse clothed, 
lodged, and otherwise accommodated, and not 
fed with the same fulness : but the deficiency is 
not likely to fall equally upon every class of the 
conununity. 

/ So long as every man had good land to culti- 
vate for nothing, there would be little difference 
of circumstances between individuals, except 
what arose from the difference in their measure 
of industry, skill, and bodily strength. The mote 
fertile the soil, the larger share of affluence would 
be enjoyed by every member of the community. 
Biit when inferior soils are had recourse to^ though 
the whole wealth of the community is propor- 
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tioned to the average fertility, the measure of.it 
which falls to the share of those who have no 
property in land is only in proportion to the 
fertility of the worst land in cultivation. If the 
land, at an average, require the labour of one- 
half of its inhabitants, but the worst land in 
cultivation require the labour of three«fourths, 
for raising food, the inferior ranks will have only 
one^fourth to provide themselves with other 
articles. It is the same to them as if ho better 
land existed. The benefit arising from the more 
fertile land is intercepted, in the form of rent, 
by the proprietor. 

A gradation in the value of uncultivated land, 
according to the advantages it possesses in ferti- 
lity or situation, may be traced on the same 
principles. Uncultivated land derives its chief 
value from the pasture it affords to cattle, and 
very sterile land will answer for rearing any 
number of cattle if the extent be sujSiciently 
ample. If there be any land so sterile as to 
afford nothing for cattle, or so little that no' 
cattle are kept on it, such land may be consi^ 
dered as not existing, and does not affect our 
reasoning on the subject. To re-assume Dn 

Anderson's ^lethod of illustration: Let the worst 

L 
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land upon i^ieli catde are kept be d&Memsted 
2. Such limd, aecording to circmnttaiiees, may 
yield a email rent, or none at all. A graner 
maintains a hundred oatde on a rai^ of ten 
miles. If be can procure better land, and main* 
tain the same number on a range of fire miles, 
he will derive conskierable advantage fix>m this 
circumscription, and will cheerfully pay a rent 
for it in addition to that, if any, which he paid 
for ZL In the most fertile pasture lands, a cer* 
tain extent is required for maintaining a hun- 
dred cattle ; but there are various consideratk>ns 
which raise the value of the recfuisite portion 
above that of the ten miles of barren pasture. 
The cattiie can be kept willi, less labour, and 
fewer attendants ; they are nearer to markets ; 
lliey aire expose to lees hazard of suffefring by 
destructive animals and severe seasons ; and the 
grazi^ himself enjoys the advantage of i^idis^ 
in a more populous and cultivated part, of the 
country* For scMne, or aU of these reascms,. agy ' 
additional rent will be allowed, so o^n as 4iie 
pasture land becomes better or « more eligible; 
and thus the rent advances regularly from laiid 
of' the quality 7l ta that of the quality G., or 
liie best that is never brought into. cuItKvati^i. 
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In a eoiiatrjr not fully settled, pasftnres of the 
worst quality, or in the most inconvenient situa- 
tions, yield no rent An extent of ground is 
oecupded in pasturage, sujficient for the purposes 
of the community ; and that is preferred which 
is thought most eligible, on the joint considera- 
tions of fertility and situati^i. Such land pelds 
a rent ; but rather than give any for the worst, 
A6 griAzier, unless prevented by political ap* 
propriatio^, would retine^ to more remote lands; 
as yet unoccupied, which he can possess for 
nothing. 

So long as the country remains in this sitoa^ 
tion, the rent of Z. is no<;hing : but, when all<the 
ktid is appropriated and occupied, a certain 
rent may be obtained lor Z. If the state of ike 
country be such that the expense of rearing 
cattle on the worst pasture is barely equal to 
Aeir value whew reared^ such pasture may be 
occupied, but can afford no rent. If the vaJue 
be less, such parts will be deserted. 

When rent is allowed for Z., it depends u][)on 
eompetitiori, and this upon the value which the 
produce will afford in the market. The rent of 
Z. regulates, upon steady principles, tlw* of all 

L2 
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pasture lands of superior quality to G. or F., and 
the rent of F. regulates that of all arable lands 
to A. If G. coincide with Z., the rent of the 
worst arable land may fall to little or nothing. 
If the number of intermediate gradations be 
considerable, the rent of F. will rise accordingly. 
The rent of F. is composed of the rent of Z. and 
an addition for every intermiediate class between 
Z and F.; as the rent of A. is composed of the 
rent of F. and an addition for every intermediate 
class between F. and A. 

The quality of the land F., or the degree of 
sterility which is the limit of cultivation, depends 
on the following principles. Let us suppose, for 
a moment, that the price of animal and vegeta- 
ble food were proportioned to the sustenance 
they afford, and that both were equally agreeable 
to the human appetite. 

Land susceptible of cultivation affords a 
greater quantity of sustenance in vegetable than 
in animal food. It has been said, that the same 
extent of good ground which maintains one 
man upon butcher meat will maintain twelve 
men upon wheat, and seventy men upon potatoes. 
This statement seems overcharged; but cer- 
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taiiily the difference is great. If population be 
the only object, the whole arable land, and all 
that is capable of being, rendered such, ought to 
be in tillage. If the sterility of the ground 
diminish the quantity of animal and vegetable 
food in the same proportion, com wiU still afford 
the greater quantity of nourishment from the 
most barren soil ; but the expense of cultivating 
such soil increases with the extent required to, 
afford a given quantity of food, or even in a 
higher proportion. There is, therefore, a limit 
at which cultivation ceases to be profitable. 
Land, in order to be cultivated, must yield a 
quantity of food sufficient to maintain the la- 
bourers, and also to maintain those who supply 
them with other necessaries. It must also 
maintain the labouring cattle, and replace the 
seed, and afford an overplus for the farmer's 
profit equal to that obtained from uncultivated 
land. 

The above supposition, however, does not 
apply to .the state of society under which we 
live. A certain mixture of animal and vegetable 
food seems most congenial to the human consti-* 
tution ; at least those who can procure such a 
mixture almost universally prefer it, and the 
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proportion of animal food * is considerable. The 
ground appropriated to pasture, on the foregoing 
jM'inciples, is insufficient The pressure of de- 
mand raises the price of animal food, and as 
pasture land becomes more valuable the limit of 
F. takes j^ce at a higher d^ree of fertility ; at 
liie same time, the rise of the price of animal 
food restricts the use of it among the lower 
ranks, and prevents the place of F. from rising 

* The price of butcher meat may be to that of bread as four 
to one. If the pound of bread be at a pepqy, the price of beef is, 
perhaps, at four-pence, and so in proportion. It is certain that 
more nourishment is obtained from a pound of meat than from 
« pound of bread, though physicians and others differ greatly 
in estimating the proportion. Mr. Gray reckons five quartern 
loaves a week a fiill allowance for an aycrage of all ages, when 
M altogether upon that article. This amounts to alx>ut tw«ity- 
one and a half pounds weight. The allowance to our seamen, 
till lately, was a pound of meat per day, or seven pounds a 
weekt ; and if we suppose the nourishment it affovds docile to 
that of an equal weight of bread, it is equivalent to fourteen 
pounds of bread. But their food is not altogether of meat. They 
also receive an allowance of bread, cheese, butter, and otb^ 
articles. If we suppose the quantity of these equal to one-third 
of the bread consumed by those who live entirely on it, the 
amount of nourishment is nearly the same to both. Our sailors, 
indeed, are more highly fed than the average of mankind : but 
this may be compensated by the allowance of one-third for the 
other articles b^g too small. On these supposi^tions the 
expense of living on butcher meat is double that of living on 
bread. We rather apprehend the difference is greater. 

t By a late regulation the allowance of meat to our sailors is 
i:educed to three-quarters of a pound, and an adcMtion made to 
their allowance of other articles. 
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80 high afi it would otherwise do. The qtiluitity 
of land in pasture is therefore regulated by the 
a{^tite for, and coudumption of uximal food, and 
consequently by the number of persons wiio are 
aUe to afl^rd that indulgence* It is greatest in 
that state of society in which persons of every 
ranlc could afford to purchase a quantity of 
aaimal food at an advanced price suited to their 
d^Nres^ naturij or acquired. 

It does not affect this argument/ that arable 
land produces more food on the whole by being 
sometimes in grass, and that sterile pastm*es are 
only capable of rearing* not of fattening cattle* 
The price of butcher meat consists of two parts; 
that of the lean animal, reared on onr moan- 
tains, which may be considered as a rude ma- 
terial; wad that of the fatnese superinduced; 
when they are brought by the grazier to our 
richer pastures. The foregoing reasoning, though 
it has a more direct reference to die former, isr 
also applicable to the latter; for the quantity of 
arable land actually cultivated wUl be regulated, 
by the proportion of the profit .obtained l^ 
raising corn, and by fattening cattle. 

We may notice, by the way, that there is a 
stage in the infancy of agriculture, when the 
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quantity of corn raised does not affordthe pro^ 
portion of vegetable food most agreeable to the 
human appetite, and is in this respect the reverse 
of our present situation. This seems to have 
been the general state of Europe for some cen- 
turies after the subversion of the Roman empire, 
and is still realized in the case of the wander- 
ing Tartars and Arabs, and of some tribes of 
North America, who are well supplied with 
animal food by hunting, pasturage, and fishing, 
but whose feeble attempts in agriculture furnish 
only a very scanty allowance of com. In such 
a state corn is more in request than animal 
food, and is therefore dearer. 
• In Dr. Anderson's illustrations, it is laid 
down that the price of corn must be equal to 
the expense of raising it on the most sterile cul- 
tivated land, and that this expense includes 
the rent of such land when not cultivated, which 
value must be sunk when it is subjected to the 
plough. He is therefore not correct when he 
affirms, that rent forms no component part of the 
price of corn. 

The proposition armouneed by those who em- 
brace his doctrine is, that all rent arises from 
the inequality of the productive quality of the 
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soU, and that t&e rent of the best land is equal 
%o the difference between the value of its pro« 
duce and that of an equal extent of th^ worst 
land under cultivation. 

The proposition which they have demons 
strated is, that this difference forms a necessary 
part of rent, and as the price of corn must be 
sufficient to defray the expense of raising it on 
the most barren soils on which it is raised, it 
is a matter of indifference to the rest of the 
community, whether this be paid to the land- 
lord or retained by the farmer who possesses 
better land ; who, if he did so, would become 
the proprietor of his own possession. 

In the elucidation of their argument, they 
cannot dispense with bringing into view ano- 
ther part of rent, the value of ground when un- 
cultivated. This, they say, is part of the ex- 
pense of raising the crop ; but it is a part not 
arising either from present labour, or from capi- 
tal accumulated by former labour. It therefore 
resolves itself into rent, as much as the differ- 
ence of the value of the produce arising from 
the different qualities of the ground. 
. The rent of uncultivated land, or of the poor- 
est cultivated land, which regulates that of all of 
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mporior ^pMdiiky/ partake* of lihe nature of tt 
monopoly, though limited in its operatione by 
peculiar circumstances. 

It is an assumed princijde in regard to price, 
that every man will strive to obtain the highest < 
price he can for every article he brings to 
market. There may be some exceptions to 
this ; but they bear too small a proportion to 
the whole to require any notice in general i^- 
culations. The price which the seller can ob- 
tain is that which the buyer is willing to give, 
and this depends on two circumstances : whe* 
ther he can procure the article cheaper else- 
where ; and whether he can, and be willing to 
dispense with the use of it rather than give the 
price demanded. The first of these is excluded 
in the case of a complete monopoly. If the 
value of an article arise chiefly from the labour 
and skill employed in its production, that of the 
rude material bearing only a small proportion, 
and if the right of producing it be open to all, 
the price cannot much exceed that by which a 
like quantity of laboxir and skill applied to other 
purposes is usually rewarded. But if an exclu- 
sive right of producing that article be vested, by 
legal power, in a few, or in one individual, he or 
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iik&f may raifie thB price, till the Q[>inmuiiitjit 
lUsecmtinue Ae use x>f the article, or at least ute 
it so q>aringly, that tiie patentee loses more l^ 
the dimination of his sales, than he gains by the 
highness of the price. This is monopoly in the 
strictest sense of th^ word. 

Another kind of monopoly is, when sonwJ ma* 
terial, necessary for the production of the com- 
modity, is in the hands of one, or a few indivi- 
duals, who, by ccmibination, may raise the 
price to a high amount, especially if it be an 
article the use of which cannot be dispensed 
with. If all the iron^mines in a. country were 
in the hands of a few proprietors, and no means 
afforded: of obtaining a supply by commerce, 
they might raise the price of iron very high. 
But, the greater the numbers of proprietors, the 
more difficult is it to raise the price by combi- 
nation, and the more likely is a fall of price by 
competiti<m. If the number of proprietors be 
very considerable, their power to raise the 
price by comlmiation is very small, though still 
the article partakes in some degree of the na- 
ture of a monopoly. 

The connexion between the rent of land and 
the price of corn is obvious. Land is necessary 
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for die production of com. The proprietors 
of land are very numerous. In settled coun* 
tries, however, they are not the whole, and 
generally not the majority of the community* 
They possess, therefore, in some measure, 
though in a low degree, the power of the mono* 
p(4ist. Mr. Malthus calls this power a partial 
monopoly. 

• The indispensable necessity of the article, sup- 
posing foreign supply not admitted, strengthens 
the monopolizing power; but it is limited, on 
the other hand, by what the labourers can 
afford to give. They must be able to procure 
by their wages a supply sufficient to support 
nature and procure other necessaries : other- 
wise they will starve or emigrate, or rise in 
mobs, and seize the corn by violence from the 
granaries of the monopolists. 

The rent of land is also restricted by compe- 
f ition among the proprietors. Where there is 
no exportation of corn, the extent of land in 
culture is limited by the demands of the exist- 
ing population. In most countries the extent 
of land susceptible of cultivation is greater than 
the demands of the population, and as it is the 
interest of every proprietor to have as much of 
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bis land cultivated as he can, a competition 
•takea place, attended with the usual effect of its 
heing let upon lower terms. 

As the rent of land can never fall so low as to 
allow nothing for that of the quality F.^ on the 
other hand it can never rise so high as to allow 
nothing but absolute necessaries to the agricul- 
turists. If this were the case, every other emr 
ployment must be reduced to equal indigencej 
otherwise the profession of agriculture would 
be deserted, and the profits of stock reduced to 
the lowest possible rate, or all stock vested in 
the hands of landowners. Such an unnatural 
state of things, for . obvious reasons, can never 
take place, though it is sometimes approximated 
more nearly to than it ought to be. For 
examjdes of this we need not have recourse 
to the state of the boors in Russia and Poland : 
we shall find one nearer home in the wretched 
condition of the Irish peasantry. 

Inasmuch as corn partakes of the nature of 
a monopoly, its price is raised, and the rent in 
money raised. The price received by the 
farmer for the crops he raises is partly retained 
by him to enable him to pay the labourer and 
other expenses incurred in raising the crop. 
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including bis own prc^, and partly paid by him 
in r^it, for being permitted to use tke prttdue^ 
tiye power of the soil. He will not be able to 
jMtain more tibum the usual recompense for the 
kbonr and capital employed m cuhivatioii. Hie 
ifefit h^ must give away, and it may be accoiuied 
rent, whether it be paid to the proprietor* of the 
iMd, to the tithe^holder, or to the tax-gatheren 
The amount is limited by the power which these 
jpossess ^ raising the price of corn, and what* 
eirer share ^ tithe4iolder and tax-gatherer 
draw> the less remains for ^e proprietor. Some 
peeuli^ consequences, however, result from 
drawing part of Ijie rent in the form of tithei^ 
whi^h shall be considiered aAerwards. 

A part of our cultivated land is applied to 
raise other crops than corn. The price of these 
crops is regulated by tha* ctf cOfn. If a drop of 
ilax be less profitable, that {^nt will not be cut 
tivated till the price rise. If it be more profit- 
able, more land will be sown with it till the 
price fen. The effects of commerce are at pre- 
sent out of the question* 

The rent of wood-lands is modified by the 
slowness of the growth rf timber. An acre of 
fuD-grown wood, upon general principles, ought 
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to pay the rent of the ground during the time it 
has heea growing, and other expenses, with 
interest, a deducticm being made for the value 
of the young trees taken out for thiimifig, and 
o£ the pasture among the growing wood. Them 
is 6<»nething, howerer, so discouraging in tibe 
length of time before returns are elected, that 
few would plant cm these terms* A man katom^ 
when^he planted that he wiQ not live to me the 
ti^es^ at ferketion, or derive profit from them^ 
and the concern which he takes in the affairs of 
posterity is comparatively languid. Acccxrdingly 
the value>of a ftdl^growii wood generedly exceeds 
the estimate of its cost, with every aUowmoe of 
rent and interest Even- this expectation would 
be insufficient -if numkind were not led to plant 
by other indueemeirts. A certain quantity of 
wood is ornamental to the country, and k>itg 
before the ttee& have attained their fiill sjbe, the 
(Mppearance of a {dantaticniif is delightful. Our 
Meak heaths, which present an uncouth aspect, 
told hardfy admit of oukivation, are often well 
adapted for planting. A {Rt^rietor sees a thrive 
ing yoimg woed rising iahis vicinity, advancing 
in beauty every year, and ei^ages in extending 
the agreeaibie seene. 
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The slowness of the growth of timber prevents 
the quantity from being easily adapted to the 
demands of the country. If too much or too 
little ground be appropriated to an annual crop, 
if too much be in tillage or in pasture, the evil 
cures itself in a few years ; but if the quantity of 
wood be too small, the want can hardly be sup- 
plied, without the aid of commerce, to the present 
generation. The price of wood, and the profits 
of wood-land, depend upon the state of the coun- 
try at least half a century ago. 

Orchards and vineyards hold a middle place 
between corn-lands and wood-lands. Their 
returns are slower than the former, but much 
quicker than the latter. 

The price of metals consists in part of a rent 
paid to the proprietor of the mine. The residue 
is a recompense for the capital and labour em- 
ployed, and the risk incurred in the business of 
mining. If the number of known mines be fully 
sufficient for the supply of a country, the rent to 
the proprietor will be little. Still it is somer 
thing. The rent increases with the scarcity of 
the mines. It is limited by the price which th^ 
community is willing to give for the article. 
Iron is the only metal, the use of which, in conr 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF RENT. 161 

isiderable quantities, cannot easily be dispensed 
with ; but it is also, by the wise appointment of 
nature, the most plentiful, and therefore the rent 
drawn for iron mines is not very great. Copper, 
lead, and tin, are comparatively rare, and there- 
fore, though far less useful, their mines are more 
lucrative to the proprietor. Quarries of lime, 
free-stone, and slate, generally yield a rent, 
though, in remote places, they yield but little. 
In mountainous countries abounding with granite 
no rent is drawn for that article, except in 
favourable situations. 

In cold countries, fuel holds a considerable 
place among the necessaries of life. The articles 
chiefly used for that purpose are wood, turf, and 
pit-coal. The first of these only can be increased 
without limitation, and may by proper care 
afford an inexhaustible supply, if the others 
should fail. Of the second, our whole store is 
at once exposed to view, and by proper manage- 
ment it may, in some measure, be regenerated : 
yet still it is liable to be exhausted in length of 
time. The third admits of no known renovation ; 
but the extent of undiscovered stores cannot be 
known. It is the most easily transported, and 
its price is regulated by the same principles as 

M 
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that of other minerals. It is limited, however, 
by the price of wood, which can be rdsed in 
all places, and would supersede the use of coal 
if its pric6 were cheapen The use of coal adds 
to the general wealth, by saving the ground 
that would be required for wood, and allowing 
our mosses to be converted into arable land. 

The rent of appropriated fisheries depends on 
the quantity of fish they supply, and the notion 
entertained of their delicacy. 
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OP TITHES. 

We return to the consideration of the burthen 
gmierally imposed on the farmer, in this and 
many other countries^ by the abstraction of a 
determinate part of his produce for the payment 
of tithes.' 

We are not at present to take into view the 
purpose to which tithes are^ applied, or the 
persons by whom they are levied ; the duty of 
providing a suitable maintenance for the deirgy, 
the propriety of doing so ia the way of tithe, or 
the objections which may be and have been 
urged against that system. The present que»- 
tion is, upon whom do tithes, when exacted, fall? 
Whether, according to some, do they fall on the 
jNToprietor of the land, who receives so much less 
rent from his tenant ; or whether do they, accord- 
ing to others, fall upon the community at large, 
constituting a part of the expense of raising 
oorn, and enhancing its value accordingly ? 

M2 
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A tax upon land, of an invariable amount in 
money upon each estate, falls upon the landlord, 
who can never devolve it on the tenant, or any 
other part of the community. This proposition, 
so far as we know, has not been controverted. 
If it does not extend to tithes, this must be 
owing to some specialty connected with the 
latter. It can make no difference, in regard to 
either, whether they be in the first instance 
advanced by the farmer, or paid directly by the 
proprietor. The only specialty in regard to 
tithes is their variableness, being generally a 
certain proportion of the crop of the current 
year, or, at most, an annual sum of money con- 
sidered as equivalent, on an average of a small 
number of years. 

In some cases the proprietor is also the tithe- 
holder. In other words, some lands are tithe- 
free. It is believed no such proprietor ever drew 
from his tenants a part of what they paid hini 
in the form of tithe, and the rest in the usual 
way of rent, or that he could derive any advan- 
tage from doing so. In the former chapter we 
stated the circumstances of extent of land, fer-' 
tility, population, and competition, upon which 
rent depended ; and apprehend that, while these 
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remain th^ same, it i» not in the power, of the 
proprietor to obtain more from. his tenants by 
haying recourse to a capricious system. If he 
do so, he is more. likely to injure both himself 
and. them, by laying restraints on the most 
eligible modes of culfiyation. 

If the proprietor cannot draw more from the 
tenant on the whole, by taking so much for tithe, 
and so much for rent, it is difGicult to conceive 
how it is possible to draw more when these por- 
tions are paid to different persons. 

A large portion of rent, and according to some 
the whole, arises from the superior produce of 
fertile land above that of the most sterile in 
cultivation. So long as no tithe is drawn, the 
whole of this surplus goes to rent ; but after 
tithing, it is only the surplus of what the tithe- 
holder leaves that is applicable thereto; and, as 
more is withdrawn from the fertile land, this 
surplus is less than before, and so far the rent 
estimated in corn is lessened, and the landlord 
bears the burthen of the tithe without remu- 
neration. 

, It is argued, that the farmer who cultivated 
land of the quality F., previous to the establish- 
ment of the tithing system, could pay a rent 
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equal to what land bf the same quality yielded 
when uncultivated ; the corn^ when sold at thie 
market-price^ being suffici^it to afford it : but if 
tithe be exacted, one-tenth of the produce being 
withdrawn, the remaining nine-tenths, when 
sold at the former price, would be insuffident ; 
and therefore the farmer would discontinue to 
cultivate such land unless the price of com 
rise, and, as the demands of the population 
require its cultivation, the price will rise. 

But the farmer may co^tiiiUfe to cultivate and 
sell his com at the former price if his rent fall ; 
and if the proprietor had no other way of dis- 
posing of his land, the rent would fall to the 
requisite extent. In existing circumstances, 
the rent is not likely to fall so much/ and the 
price of com may rise: but this is entirely 
owing to the imposition of a burtheii, which 
falls exclusively on land under culture, atid, by 
its inequality, deranges that appropriation of 
land which would otherwise take place, to the 
joint purposes of agriculture and pasturage. 

The exaction of tithes is a discouragement 
to the raising of crops which require an expen- 
sive cxdtivation, because they fall upon the gross 
and not upon the net produce. The expense of 
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Gultivating aa acre of hop^ is much greater than 
that of cultivating an acre of corn, but tl^e 
value of the crop is generally so much greater 
as to afford a sufficient remuneration to the 
raiser. Suppose 20/. value of hops raised on an 
acre at the expense of 15/., and 10/. value of 
wheat raised on an acre of like ground at an 
expense of 61. So long as it remains tithe-free 
there will be a surplus of 61. for rent and 
farmer^s profit ; but when, tithe is exacted, viz., 
2/. from the hop-iacre and 1/. from the wheat- 
acre, there remains only 3/. from the former, 
but 4/. from the latter for rent and farmer's 
profit. Thus the cultivation of hops is discoid- 
raged, unless the price rise. The same applies 
to the cultjivation of flax, perhaps in a smaller 
degree. It would also apply to the cultivation 
of corn, the expense of which is greater than 
that of pasturage, even though tithe were ex- 
acted on the produce of pasture land, to the full 
^tent ; and when we revert to the actual case of 
land in pasture generally paying no tithe at. all, 
the advantage it possesses under a tithing system 
is much greater. If a burthen were imposed on 
pasture land, which pressed as much on it as 
tithes, do upon ciiltivated land, there would be 
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no rise in the price of corn, and the tithe, 
though advanced by the farmer, would fall on 
the proprietor. 

Land of the quality F. is supposed to yield 
an equal surplus produce, after payment of all 
expenses, whether applied to the purposes of 
tillage or pasturage, and to pay an equal rent. 
So long as no tithe is levied, all this rent is paid 
to the proprietor ; but if tithe be levied, so 
much of the produce of the land in tillage is 
transferred to another person, and the remainder 
only paid to the proprietor, while he continues 
to draw the full rent for pasture land as before. 
He therefore will not let such land for the purpose 
of tillage, unless the price of com rise so much 
as to yield him the same money-rent as before, 
after satisfying the demands of the tithe-holder. 

Let us resume the supposition, that land of 
the quality A. produces 10 bolls per acre, and 
that of the quality F. 3 -J^ bolls, and that the 
expense of cultivating an acre of either is the 
value of 3 bolls. The rent of A., so far as it 
depends on surplus produce, when no tithe 
is exacted, is 6 ^-g- bolls. When tithe is 
drawn, which amounts to 1 boll from A. and 
-^^ of a boll from F., there remain 9 bolls 
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of the produce of A. and 3-^ of Aat of F., and 
the difference applicable to the rent of A. is 
5x^ bolls, or one-tenth less than before. The 
tenant of F. requiring 3 bolls for expenses, can 
only pay -^ of a boll in rent ; and if the tithe- 
holder, who draws -^VV ^^ * ^^ ^^^ ^* when 
in culture, drew the value of a like quantity 
from it when uncultivated, it would be impos- 
sible for the proprietor to obtain more than the 
very small rient above-mentioned for F. But, 
as no tithe is drawn from F, when uncultivated, 
none of it will be cultivated till the price of 
com rise. As the cultivation of the usual por- 
tion of F. is required to afford the former sup- 
ply to the population, a rise of price'will take 
place, and if it rise one-tenth, the money-rent 
will be the same to the proprietor as before, 
while his com rent has fallen one-tenth part. 

It formerly required the price of three bolls 
to pay the farmer^s expenses. A less quantity, 
sold at an advanced price, will give the same 
return in money. It wiU require only 2-^^ bolls 
when the price has advanced one-tenth; and 
after selling that quantity to defray expenses, 
and haying ^y^- of a boll abstracted by the tithe- 
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holder, there will remam -^^ of a hc3i for the 
landlord's rent. He received before -^^, but 
the smaller quantity, sold at an advanced price, 
will give the same return in money as the 
• larger quantity did before* 

A still higher rise in the price of cwn would 
be required to put the fanner on his former 
footing, if his rent be not abated. AU the 
com j-aised is not sent to. market. A part of 
it, nearly uniform, must be retained for the 
mainteoance of the fanner's family. and .servant, 
and his labouring cattle* Suppose 1-^ bolls 
retained for these purposes, there remain 2 
bolls previous to tithing, and 1 4-^ after tithing, 
to be taken to market. These must be soid for 
equal sums, to afford aii> equal allowance to the 
former for his miscellaneous expenses and profit ; 
and if such a rise took place, the money rent of 
the proprietor wo^d be increased. 

BuA it is: not probable that the price would 
rim to. tliat; extent. Any rise that takes place is 
Qooasioned by an additional quaatity of Fi being 
offered, to the grazier, in consequence of whiph 
t^n^ntof such land applied to pasturage will 
fan, and ^e price of cotn is> likely to setde at 



Digitized by 



Google 



OP TITHBS. 171 

80ine intennedaate rate between the formcar aiid 
tiiat which would give the farmer a full equiva- 
lent for the tiljie. 

A derangement of the natural price of the 
produce of land^ when under tillage or in ^path 
turage^ is thus occasioned by the exaction of 
tithes from the former, and not from the latter. 
To illustrate this further, we shall state an 
imaginary case. Suppose a country entirely 
agricultural, where the only crops raised axe 
wheat and barley, and where the land^ being all 
appropriated, is rented at a higher rate than Ihat 
resulting from the difference oi fertility. The 
prices-of these two kinds of grain, and the quan- 
tities raised of each, will be regulated by the 
general expense and produce of an acre of each, 
and the i-eh^ve demand for them : these jpoints 
being adjusted when the land is tithe-free, let us 
suppose a tithe imposed on the wheat, but not cm 
the barley. What would be the consequence ? 
The farrn^ could not continue to cultivate wheat 
and sell it at the former price and pay the fom»er 
rent. The price of wheat would rise, or the 
rent of wheat-land would fall, or both these 
alt^ations would take place to a.certainreictent. 
But, as land of the same quality would be let by 
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the proprietor at the same rent, whatever pur- 
pose the farmer applied it to, the rent of barley- 
land would also fall ; and the expense of rabing 
that crop being the same as before, the natural 
and consequently the actual price of that grain 
would fall, and from the difference of price, it is 
likely that a smaller quantity of wheat and a 
larger quantity of barley would be consumed by 
the inhabitants than before. The demand and 
supply being the same as formerly, the whc^ 
rent paid by the farmer, tithe included, will also 
be the same, die portion drawn from wheatrland 
by the tithe-holder being compensated by the 
general fall of rent jpaid to the proprietor. 

If a deficiency of one-tenth of the usual crc^ 
of com be occasioned by blight, this, unless a 
supply can be procured by importation, must 
occasion a more parsimonious consuniption, and 
the price will rise. But if importation be peir- 
mitted, and a suflSicieht supply procured from a 
country where corn is raised at less expense, the 
price may not irise. The effect upon the market 
will be much the same, whether the tenth of the 
usual crop, being destroyed by blight, be supplied 
by the foreigner, or whether, being withdrawn 
in tithe, it is immediately poured into the market 
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by the tithe-holder. The otily diflference is, that 
the tithe-holder's' quantity being limited, he 
cannot depress the price of corn below its former 
rate ; whereas the supply by importation, if im- 
limited, might depress it much lower, and force 
much of the inferior soils out of cultivation. 

Different views in regard to rent and tithe 
have been taken by writers on political economy. 
But on one point they are nearly unanimous, 
that each writer's own system is attended with 
evidence equal to that of mathematical demon- 
stration. We have endeavoured to trace what 
appears most probable, with all the care we can, 
though we deliver bur opinion with considerable 
diffidence, as consequences may arise from dif- 
ferent modes of polity, or from supervening cir- 
cumstances, which it is very difficult to foresee. 

On the whole, notwithstanding very respect- 
able authority on the other hand*, tve incline to 
the opinion that, in most cases, tithe falls chiefly, 
if not entirely, on the proprietor. 

As the revenue of the tithe-holder is deterio- 
rated when land is thrown out of culture, his 
interest will induce him not to exact rigorously 
tithe from sterile land, but to compound for it 
* Ricardo on Political Economy, chap. ix. 
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on moderate terms.' In like manner, in the 
imaginary case above supposed/ lie would com- 
pound easily for the tithe on wheat-land, to pre- 
vent it from being converted into barley-land. 

The foregoing reasoning proceeds on the sup- 
position that tithe is drawn in kind, or at least 
is fixed annually upon an assumed valuation of 
the crop for the present year. If the tithe be 
compounded for at a fixed sum for a term of 
years, or during the life of the incumbent, it is 
clearly a part of the rent kept back from the 
landbrd^ This is also the case in Scotland, 
where tithes (there called teinds) are levied <ni 
a diffeiient system, and at a fixed rate> payable 
sametimes in grain, sometimes in money. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH. 

Wealth is only desirable as a means of in-^ 
oreasing homan enjoyment ; and the relatiyd 
value of different quantities of wealth ought to 
be estimated by the degree in which they proDiioite 
the happinessof the owners. This depends upo?v 
the mode of its distribution, as well as upon its 
absolute quantity* 

An inquiry into this subject is apt to raise an. 
alarm in the mindsof a considerable portioii of 
society. They dread the introduction of level- 
ling principles, the invasion of property, and 
subver&don of the present establishment of sof^iety^ 
These fears, which the highto ranks are at.allt 
times ready to ent&ttMn, have been much inr 
creased by the evils which aceompaided the 
French Revolution^ >- Tt^mgh redress of poli- 
tical grievances only was at.£rst held ,feffth 
by the promoters of that event, it soon led to 
the dissolution of property, and to atrocities of 
the most enormous kind. Whilst we hold tibat 
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the preservation of social constitutions should be 
maintained with the strictest care, and even 
where defects are manifest, that remedies should 
be applied with extreme caution, — ^we cannot 
go the length, which some do, of condemning 
indiscriminately every proposed amendment in 
the present arrangements, from the dread of 
the evils which may attend innovations. While 
we consider discussion on these points as. 
conducive to the true interest of society, we 
would not willingly offend the feelings, or incur 
the indignation of alarmists. We hold that a 
certain measure of inequality in the distribution, 
of wealth is not only unavoidable, but is con- 
ducive to human welfare, both in regard to ex- 
ternal enjoyment and moral improvement; and- 
if, upon a fair inquiry, it should appear that a 
nearer approach to equality, than at present 
takes place in most civilized states, is desirable, 
we not only reprobate the attahmient of this by; 
a violent invasion of property, but we disap- 
prove of any measure which woiild occasion 
a sudden alteration in the present state of things, 
or which is revolting to the feelings which, 
habit has. established in the minds of a, re- 
spectable class of the community. We may. 
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not approve these feelings : we may wish theni 
gradually extinguished ; but while they subsist, 
they ought not to be rudely violated. 

By the gifts of nature and returns of in- 
dustry mankind are possessed of ampler stores, 
than are requisite for mere subsistence. A 
portion is. applied for procuring comforts, ele- 
gancies, and luxuries. All must be provided 
in necessaries ; but we may conceive the over-, 
plus either equally distributed among the whole: 
conununity, or accumulated in the hands of a 
few, or of any part less than the whole, and that 
in all variety of proportions. 

In a small and simple community, there is 
little inequality of circumstances. In a large, 
and flourishing state the inequality is conunonly 
very great. If the income of a common labourer 
in Britain be accounted one, there are some 
whose incomes exceed one thousand ; and in most 
other countries of Europe the inequality is equally , 
striking. Oriental countries present examples^ 
of still greater inequality. In the flourishing 
times of the Roman commonwealth and empire, 
the fortunes of the rich were enormous^ 

Let us suppose a small portion taken from the^ 
income of a rich man who has a thousand, andj 

N 
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added to that of a labourer. An addition of one* 
tenth would sensibly increase the enjoyments of 
the labourer^ and the wftnt of it would hardly 
be felt by the rich man. • The loss, if he knew it, 
might give him uneaainess, but is merely ima- 
ginary. His house; his furniture, his table and 
equipage, would undergo no sensible alteration. 
An increase of happiness is, therefore, obtained 
by this transfer of property; Such, at least, is 
its immediate consequence. If this be repeated 
a second, a third, and a considerable number of 
times, the successive additions do not in the 
same degree increase the enjoyments of the 
poor man, and the loss conies to be sensibly felt 
by the rich* man; ' ' 

There is a limit beyond which equalization of 
jM^operty ceases td be desirable^ A state of 
complete equality is unsuitable to human nattire, 
and would detract from those energies, the exer- 
tion of which, under due" reguktion, promotes 
the improvemtot of oxat inteUettuaJ: and active 
powers, and extends thfej sphere of our higher 
enjoyments. ^ - ' 

Industry is excited by the hope of improving: 
our circumstances. This hope is founded on 
the supposition of inequality^ and supported by 
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the expectation of a suitable reward, and secure 
possession of what is obtained. Hence exer- 
tions are produced, which add to the mass of 
general wealth, and by their invigorating influ- 
ence operate in a still more essential manner to 
the ' increase of human happiness. 

Without some, inequality of situation the 
powers of the human mind could not be brought 
to a high pitch of improvement. The acquis!-* 
tion of knowledge and cultivation of genius 
require a share of leisure incompatible with 
absolute equality. It is requisite that some 
men be exempted from manual labour, in order 
liiat they may apply to those studies and pur- 
suits which not only raise their own minds to 
superior excellence, but lead to improvements 
of general use to society. A certain measure of 
competence affords facilities in these pursuits. 
Knowledge is collected from books, or acquired 
by general conversation and traveDing, or inves« 
tigated by expensive experiments; all of which 
are beyond the reach of the poor man. 

Some regard is also due to the enjoyments 
afforded by the elegant arts, and other sources 
of innocent gratification, which affluence con- 
fers, and the more refined state of social inter- 

N2 
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course which prevails in the higher ranks of 
society, and extends its influence in some taea- 
sure to the inferior ones. 

There is also reason to believe that the va- 
riety of duties resulting from the distinction of 
stations contributes to the improvement of our 
moral nature. The man who, under the influ- 
ence of virtuous principles, discharges properly 
the duties he owes to his superioirs, equals, and 
mferiors, appears to hold a higher place in the 
scale of moral excellence than he who has only 
one class of duties to discharge. The obliga- 
tions arising from a greater variety of connec- 
tions may be considered as a school of moral 
discipline, under which virtue is exercised, and 
advanced to a higher degree of perfection. 

It is, therefore, desirable, first to ascertain 
the degree of inequality of circumstances most 
conducive to human happiness ; and then, if the 
actual inequality exceed that measure, to in- 
quire into the practical and admissible means of 
approaching to it, without doing violence to 
property, or introducing other disorders into 
society. 

In regard to the former, it is obviously im- 
practicable to fix the measure with precisicHi. 
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Some general principles, however, may be pro- 
posed which ascertain it within certain limits* 

The wisdom of the prayer of Agur must be 
admitted even by those who do not acknow- 
ledge the authority of the book in which it is 
contained. The eligibility of the middle station 
of life is become almost proverbial, and is the 
conclusion which a candid inquiry can hardly 
fail to lead to; and that, either upon the reli- 
gious and moral views on which Agur founds 
his preference, or in regard to mere physical 
enjoyments. That it is preferable to a state of 
poverty, none will be found to question : that it is 
; preferable to a state of great affluence is a doc^ 
trine that will not be relished by the ambitious 
and worldly-minded. But the philoso{rfier, 
who considers the temptations to indol<gnce and 
dissipation which affluence affords, and which 
are so seldom effectually resisted, and that want 
of relish for social and innocent enjoyments 
which is the frequent effect of an unrestrained 
course of enjoyment, can hardly fail to concur in 
Agur's supplication. 

This leads us to desire that as large a propor- 
tion of mankind as possible be placed in the 
middle station of life, neither very rich, nor 
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very poor. Under this class seyeral descrip- 
tions of men are comprehended : thoee who 
enjoy a moderate competency from.landcid or 
other property; the ^eater part of those en- 
gaged in commerce, or who gain a livelihood 
by fdlowing the liberal professions ; many who 
are employed - in manufactures, but who are 
occupied in superintending others rather than in 
manual labour. ThesiB persons are hot idle, but 
their employments are not servile or . incessant, 
and they have leisure and opportunities for 
intellectual improvement Though something 
is deducted by the existence of this class fr<»n 
the quantity of manual labour performed, Ihe 
loss is fully repaid by their exertion in superior 
occupations, from which all ranks derive ad- 
vantage. 

But all cannot and ought not to be in the 
middle station. Such equality, were it prac- 
ticable, which it is not, in civilized society, 
would be subversive of social order and happi- 
ness. 

Let us inquire into the measure of wealth 
which would fall to the share of each person if 
it were fully equalized. This is not so great as 
most persons, upon a transient view, would be 
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.ftpt to suppose. Ttie rioh are bo f^w in Humber, 
compared with the whole jjomiawity,. th^t the 
distribution of their wealth w^ould not rais$ the 
general circumstances above a moderate compe- 

In a former chapteir i9?e .stitted th^ avejragie 
expense of the IsJbouring^clo^SQS and their fai»ir 
lies atmne pounds eaoh {person, and thjatof ithe 
.aggregate of all ranks at fOighteen pounds. If 
this be nearly > correct, , a sy^t^m of complete 
^equality would iQnlyi;r^l$e. the; labourer's inqcme 
to the last-mentioned sum^ : If only one half of 
the wealth at present possessed by the higher 
ranks were tvamf erred to tbe laboi^er, it i^oi^ld 
saise his iafioii^ej to . thirty pounds ten shil- 
lingSy.and/thisaeems ttie ul^oste^tent^to wbif^h 
the levelling syrtem could be. ex^ende^, withaut 
introducing consequences utterly subversive of 
the welfare of society. Whether a transfer to 
this extent would iefve su«Q&^nt distinistion of 
circumstances to answer evwy usefid pi^rpose, 
is a point not easily 4^tei:i»ined.. 

.We mainj»iA, hojveyer, without hesitation, 
that anialtejifatipu iu; the present state of society 
in, this cOuntry» Tvliioh wquld add s<»ne4;hing to 
the condition of the labourer, if such a change 
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were effected gradually ahd imperceptibly by 
the silent operation of natural causes, would 
tend, on the whole, to the increase of human 
happiness. 

A benevolent man, whose duty or situation 
leads him to visit the cottages of the poor, and 
inspect the manner in which they live, will 
observe, with regret, that the family is often very 
inadequately provided with lodging, furniture, 
and clothing; that sometimes they have not a 
sufficiency of wholesome food and fuel ; and that 
not unfrequently the labourer is obliged to work 
too hard, or too long, in order to obtain a sup- 
ply of mere necessaries to his &mily. 

These hardships, however, do not press 
equally at all times, or upon every description 
of labour, and very much depends on the sobriety 
and good management of the heads of the 
family. 

When these qualities prevail in times of br^ 
dinary plenty, and when labour is in ordinary 
demand, the visitor will frequently find a com- 
fortable cottage, sufficient to accommodate the 
family without exposing them to the risk of dis- 
ease, or want of cleanliness, from being over^ 
crowded ; provided with the most useful arti- 



Digitized by 



Google 



DISTRIBUTION OP WEALTH. 185 

des of plain furniture, and, perhaps, a few orna- 
mental ones ; their clothes decent, and sufficient 
for every-^ay wear, though plain, with a better 
suit for Sunday. The husband, when he re- 
turns from his labour, then receives a cheerfid 
reception from his wife and family, and after 
partaking of a frugal, but unstinted meal, relaxes 
himself in innocent conversation till the family 
retire to rest This picture is not Utopian ; we 
; have often witnessed it, and it is a state of 
' comfort which may be brought within the 
reach of all the labouring classes, unless they 
deprive themselves of it by intemperance, or 
some other kind of misconduct 

The bulk of mankind must be employed for 
the greater part of their time in manual labour, 
but they ought not to be forced to such 'severe 
exertion as exhausts their strength prematurely ; 
nor should their labour be so long continued 
as to leave no time for relaxation and intel- 
lectual improvement In general ten hours' 
labour in the day, from six to six, with two 
hours of interval, is as much as they should 
undertake. Those engaged in the labours of 
agriculture usually work longer in time of 
harvest, as manufacturers do upon urgent occa- 
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(sions, and this may be compenflated by exteaid- 
ing tbe hours of relaxation when circumataaees 
admit of it When labour is unusually hard, the 
time of its continuance should be proportionally 
shortened. ... 

That sacred institution whick withdraws one 
day in seven from the ordinary employments, of 
life, and assigns it to religious andjnoral im- 
provement, and Ihe innocent pleasures of social 
conversation, can never be. too much admired 
and respected. When viewed merely as a hu- 
man institution, it deserves a preference to any 
which the heathen world can lay claim to ; and 
we ought carefully to guard against s^y practice 
that may infringe on the reverence with wliich 
• it is regarded, and thereby open the way for its 
gradual neglect. 

As' the labouring classes must always be the 
most nume^rous, to promote their welfare is to 
promote human happiness at large. An appre- 
hiension is entertained by those who are not in- 
clined to favour the labouring classes, that too 
liberal a reward of labour would' lead to idleness 
and intemperance. The most effectual remedy 
against these evils is to give them such ,|ffi 
educa/tion, and induce such moral habits, as 
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may ptomote a relish for the inodeiiate eom- 
Ibrts of life. The education x>f the inferior 
ranks is an object of so mneh importance as to 
require a separate discussion, and will be con- 
sidered in a subsequent chapter. 

As an ordinary share of industry should not 
mbs a suitable reward, so extraordinary dili- 
gence or abilities should procure a larger share 
of enjoyment, or prove the means of raising a 
man to a higher station in life. 

The different ranks of society i^ould not be 
separated, as they are in some countries, by 
strongly marked .and insurmountable barriers. 
They should be blended by shades^ almost im- 
perceptible, and a transition to a higher station 
should be easily accessiUe to merit. 

Some other circumstances .connected with 
the welfare of ^e lower ranks deserve consi- 
deration. 

The numerous dass engaged in manufactures, 
or manual occupation, are either journeymen 
employed by masters who furaiish materials, and 
sometimes tools, and pay them wages, for their 
work, or free ' labourers who find employment 
for themselves. In a simple state of society 
alniost all are free labourers. In a more ad- 
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vanced 8tate> journeymen are the most nmnerous. 
Those manufactures which require an expensive 
apparatus^ and much division of labour, cannot 
. be carried on otherwise ; but as we consider the 
situation of the free labourer to be more eligi- 
ble than that of the journeyman, we wish the 
number of the. former enlarged in such employ- 
ments as admit of it* 

A person chiefly employed in manufacture or 
manual trade may allot some portion of his 
time to agriculture. This generally extends no 
farther than the cultivation of a garden, or per- 
haps some work in harvest. It can be most 
conveniently undertaken by free labourers, 
though journeymen are not altogether excluded 
from it. We think it desirable in situations 
that admit of it It is conducive to health, and 
• the variety of employment contributes in some 
measure to mental improvement. In some 
places a small piece of ground may be rented, 
and a cow or two kept, which the wife may 
manage, besides discharging her other duties. 
We have generally observed that families, 
where this system was followed, lived more 
comfortably than their neighbours. 

The proper size of farms has been a subject 
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of much discussion, and the prevailing opinion 
at present seems to be in favour of large farms. 
The arguments in support of this opinion are, 
that agriculture is conducted in a superior man- 
ner by persons possessed of considerable pro- 
perty, iand the land brought to a higher state of 
fertility ; and that the requisite operations can 
be carried on at less expense by means of the 
superior instruments which the opulent farmer 
employs, and the economical arrangements 
which an extensive and improved farm admits 
of. Another circumstance tends, we believe, to 
corroborate this opinion. A traveller is grati- 
fied with the ornate appearance of the fields, 
the neatness of the farm buildings, and the rich 
farmer's comfortable house, almost rivalling the 
mansion of the country gentleman, and is induced 
to think favourably of the system which presents 
to him such agreeable objects. 

A distribution of all the country into farms of 
this kind would be attended with serious evils. 
The number of such farmers must be compara- 
tively small. The more numerous class of the 
possessors of moderate farms, occupying a 
middle station in life, would disappear. 

We incline to the opinion that a gradation in 
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the size of farmis ismost conduciTetothe general 
good. Some branches of raaziufaGture cannot be 
carried on, in the improved state to whieh they 
are now brought, without complicated machinery 
and extensive premises: but this is not the case 
in farming operations, where the division of 
labour is more limited, and the requisite imple- 
ments eomprehencfed i& a narrower compass. 
Ploughs, harrows, and x^^ agricultaral tooisof • 
the best construction can be employed on farms 
dT'a moderate extent, and^even the threshing- 
mill, the most compiieated maohrine which the 
farmer hasoccasioti for, is now constructed on a 
variety of scales, suited to famais of all sizes. 

Perhaps some suck arrangement as the fol- 
lowing would be most eligible. 

Every gentleman should himself occupy a 
farm of moderate exte^ti From his superior 
means of information he is likely to aidopt 
the most approved modes of agriculture, and 
bring them into general use in j^aces where 
they were not knowti befwe. The alloteaent of 
part of his time to this etti^oyment is rational 
and laudable, and will tend, in some measure, to 
form a bond of connection between him and the 
farmer. 
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Very large faring, whieh caimot be superin- 
tended by one person, and are tber^ore left to 
the management of hired overseers, are not so 
desirable. 

A farm of four or five hundred acres of 
arable land is as large as any ought to be. 
To conduct such a farm re^jtures considerate 
capital, and the management will give suffi.- 
cient' employment to a man of ordinary activity. 
The profits shoidd place him in comfortable 
circumstances, and even put the acquisition of 
wealth within his reach. 

We should propose that one-fourth of the 
arable land be laid out in farms of this size, 
including that which is in the actuial possessicm 
of the proprietors. 

We would allot one-half of the arable land in 
farms of various sizes, less than the former, but 
not under one hundred acres. Such farms 
require the employment of isevei^al servants. 

The remaining fourth of the arable land we 
would reserve for small farms, of such a size 
that the work may foe chiefly done by the tenant 
and his family, perhaps with the assistance of a 
single servant, or of labour hired occasionally. 
Part of this division might be hid out in por^ 
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tions of a still smaller size, that did not give full 
employment to the possessor, who might carry on, 
besides, the occupation of a miller, carter, inde- 
pendent tradesman, or occasional day-labourer. 

Several advantages arise from having part of 
the land divided into small possessions. To the 
occupiers of these, it is an object to raise poultry, ' 
and some other, articles for sale which are below 
the attention of the wealthy farmer; and where 
the cottager occupies little land, he can pay more 
minute attention to every part of it. 

The improvement of small pieces of barren 
land, chiefly by manual labour, is sometimes 
effected by cottagers in circumstances where it 
would never be undertaken by the large farmer. 
The following incident, which we have heard 
upon good authority, is illustrative of this. A 
number of gentlemen who had an interest in a 
barren common, having met for the purpose 
of dividing it, found that an individual had, 
without notice or permission, settled himsjelf 
in a corner of it, built a cottage, and brought 
a few acres into cultivation. On this they ■ 
were disposed to punish him severely for his 
intrusion, when one of them remarked that, in 
his opinion, so far from being an object of 
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punishment, he had conferred an obligation on 
them, by shewing them what the land could be 
brought to, and ought to be rewarded. To this 
opinion, they all acceded, and granted him the 
absolute right, or long lease of the ground he had 
improved, on moderate terms. 

Such a distribution of land as is here pro- 
posed corresponds with that gradation in the 
various ranks of society which we consider as 
beneficial to mankind. The fanner of the higher 
rate approximates to the country gentleman, and 
in descending from him to the cottager, we do 
not meet with any marked line of separation. 
Every man may raise himself to a higher class, 
if he have talents for it, without being repelled 
as inadmissible. 

' We have heard an argument advanced against 
the continuance of cottagers in a part of the 
country from which they had been banished by 
the great farmer. It was said that the same 
men, being hired by the farmer, lived more com- 
fortably as his servants, than thtiy did before 
upon their small possessions. We are not satis- 
fied with this account of the matter. They were, 
perhaps, as well fed and clothed as before. But 

o 
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the independence of the cottager raises his cha- 
racter to a state superior to that of the servant. 

By the gentle gradation proposed in the size 
of farms, the improved modes of agriculture, at 
first introduced by the gentlemen and wealthy 
farmer, would be gradually diiSfiised through all 
inferior ones. 

The system of absentees and middlemen de- 
serves the severest reprobation. The latter have 
no other interest than to rack the actual cultiva- 
tors to the utmost of their power. The wretched 
state to which a great part of Ireland is reduced 
by the prevalence of this system, affords a laments- 
able but instructive lesson in regard to it. 

So long as the quantity of wealth belonging to 
the community remains the same, we cannot add 
to the portion assigned to one class without de- 
ducting from that of another. If we increase 
the comforts of the inferior orders, at whose 
expense would we do so ? We would not lessen 
the number, or restrict the comforts of those 
who hold the middle station of life. We know 
not a more respectable character than that of a 
country gentleman who generally resides on his 
estate, takes an interest in the welfare of his 
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tenants, encourages agriculture by his counte- 
nance and example, and discharges, as occasion 
requires, the functions of a magistrate. Over- 
grown fortunes admit of reduction, and if this 
can be eflfected without violence or injustice, it 
would hardly detract from the enjoyment of any 
rank, and might lead to arrangements that would 
increase the general happiness of society. Such 
Overgrown 'fortunes are often employed in main- 
taining idlers, or squandered at Newmarket or 
other places of still more infamous description. 

Every political institution, the tendency of 
which is the further accumulation of fortunes 
already overgrown, should be rejected. 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

EQUALIZATION OF WEALTH. 

Admitting that a distribution of wealth, ap- 
proaching nearer to equality than the present 
one, is desirable, it is still a matter of difficulty 
to point out the means of obtaining it without 
injustice. 

The stability of property fairly acquired is no 
less necessary for the poor man's pittance than 
for the rich man's treasure. If it be unhinged, 
a door is opened for every crime and every 
calamity. Regard is also due to those feelings 
which the present constitution of society have 
nourished. 

While the mass of general wealth remains the 
same, the circumstances of the lower ranks can 
only be improved by raising the wages of labour, 
or by conferring on them some share of property 
as generally as possible. It is the latter of these 
we are at present to consider. 

It will throw light on this subject, to inquire 
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into the causes of the inequality in the circum- 
stances of mankind. Some of these are entitled ' 
to our highest approbation ; others are of a more 
dubious kind; and others clearly reprehensible. 
Yet though these last should have been resisted 
at the beginning, it may hot be ccmsistent with 
the peace of society to disturb property, how- 
ever wrongfully acquired, at a distant period. 

As a large share of the wealth which a man 
enjoys is obtained by the exertion of his active 
power, an inequality of circumstances must arise 
from the inequality of these powers. We do 
not all possess the same bodily strength, and the 
inequality of our mental endowments is still 
greater. In some cases the want of power, cor- 
poreal or mentaly is so great as to incapacitate d. 
man altogether from acquiring a livelihood* 
When poverty arises from this cause, the suf- 
ferer is not to blame, yet, except in extreme 
cases, he cannot receive relief from any political 
institution. 

Another source of inequality is to be traced 
to the different conduct of men. Some accumu- 
late wealth by industry and frugality, while 
others dissipate it by neglect or extravagance. 
Here the successful are well entitled to their 
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gains, while the sufferers deserve the hariiship^ 
they hare brought upon themselves. So far m 
inequality of circumstances arises from this 
cause, we are fully sensible of its propriety, 

A third source of inequality arises from for- 
tune or accident* lliese terms are somewhat 
vague. In illustration many instances may be 
adduced, though it is impossible to enumerate 
them all. The fruits of one man's field may be 
blasted by an unavoidable disaster, while that of 
another man is unusually productive. The.result 
of mercantile undertakings is still more pre- 
carious. A msm's success in life depends, in a 
great measure, on his being placed in a station 
where his peculiar talents have scope fojr exer- 
tion, or are brought into view. This is some- 
times the result of his prudeiice; but it fre- 
quently depends upon circumstances, as to which 
he is in a great measure, or altogether, passive. 
The number and weight of his competitors often 
decide his fortune. The business of life cannot 
be carried on without incurring risk, by repos- 
ing confidence in other men, and in a variety of 
other ways. One man escapes the danger, 
another suffers by it to the full extent. 

Another source of inequality is injustice, when 
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the powerful invade the property of the weak/or 
the crafty obtaui that of the simple. Although 
these crimes be the objects of the highest repro- 
bation; yet it is impossible, even in the best 
constituted societies, entirely to prevent them, 
and in disorderly times they prevail to a great 
extent. 

A man of a benevolent but enthusiastic turn 
of mind may be desirous of calling in the inter- 
position of power to correct these inequalitiesj 
and relieve the unfortunate industrious at the 
expense of liie undeservedly successful. A little 
reflection, however, may convince him that thi^ 
cannot be done without subverting the rights of 
property, m which the existence of society 
depends, and introducing worse evils than those 
which it was intended to remedy. 

In^itutions which tend, in some measure, to 
lessen the causes which lead to an inequality of 
fortune deserve every encouragement. The 
modem expedients of insuring against the 
dangers of the sea, and destruction by fire, and 
of equalizing the diversity in the circumstances 
of families occasioned by the diversity of the 
length of life, have proved highly beneficial. 

A principal source of the inequality of cir- 
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cumstances arises from the wealth accumulated 
by former generations, and transmitted to a part 
of the present by inheritance or otherwise, in 
all variety of proportions. This is subject to 
regulation by the laws of the community, which 
are diflferent in different countries. Some of 
them favour accumulation of property, and others 
tend to its dispersion. 

The right of every one to enjoy the fruits of 
his own labour affords the clearest foundation of 
property, and this extends in a great measure to 
the property of land, as much of the value of 
land arises from culture and improvement. The 
right of property ui land is now fully established 
in every civilized country, subject to the laws 
which must be inviolably observed till they be 
altered by the legislature of the community. 

The industrious man may be better fed, better 
clothed, and better lodged than his neighbours. 
He may reserve apart of his gains for increasing 
his enjoyments at an after period, or supporting 
him under the infirmities of age. But has he a 
right to transmit what remains unconsumed to 
his children and friends ; or does his property 
revert at his death to the general fund, open to 
every occupier, or common to all ? 
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Some lawyers have affirmed, that the trans- 
mission of property from the dead to the living 
is merely an ordinance of positive law, and 
ascribe the title which children generally exer- 
cise over the property of their deceased father 
to the circmnstance of their being generally the 
first occupiers. 

" Naturally speaking,'' says a lawyer of the 
highest character, " the moment a man ceases to 
be, he ceases to have any dominion ; else, if he 
have a right to dispose of his acquisitions beyond 
his life, he would have a right to direct their 
disposal for a million of ages after him, which 
would be highly absurd and inconvenient. All 
property, therefore, must cease upon death, con- 
sidering men as absolute individuals, and uncon- 
nected with civil society. But as, under civilized 
governments, which are calculated for the peace 
of mankind, such a constitution would be pro- 
ductive of endless disturbance, the universal law 
of almost every nation (which is a kind of neces- 
sary law of nature) has either given the dying 
person a power of continuing his possession by 
will ; or, in case he neglects to dispose of it, or 
is not permitted to make any disposition at aU, 
the municipal law of the country then steps in. 



Digitized by 



Google 



202 EQUALIZATION OF WEALTH. 

and declares who shall be the successor, repre- 
sentative, or heir of the deceased, that is, whQ 
shall have a right to enter upon this vacant 
possession, to prevent that confusion which its 
becoming again conunon would occasion. The 
right of inheritance, or descent to the cliildren 
or relations of the deceased — ^is certainly a wise 
and effectual, but clearly a political establish- 
ment. A man's children, or nearest relations, 
are usually about him on his death'-bed, and are 
the earliest witnesses of his decease. They 
become, therefore, generally, the next immediate 
occupants, till at length, in process of time, this 
frequent usi^e ripens into general law *.'' 

We catmot agree to this doctrine. There is 
a sense of property congenial to the human mind, 
which exjiends beyond the life of the individual, 
and entitles him to trani$mit whd.t he has acquired 
by his labour, and not consumed, to his children, 
or those Whom he loves and esteems. The man 
who builds a house, or plants a vineyard, feels a 
right to lodge in that house, and use the fruits g£ 
that vineyard. He also feels a right to exercise 
the only act of property that can take place after 
his death, — ^to appoint the person who shall then 
*** Blackstone*s Commentaries, book ii. chap. i. 
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posfieas and use them. The laws of society may 
subject the exercise of this right, as well as of 
any other, to such regulations as are conducive 
to the general good. They cannot be deenied 
to create it, although they may modify and 
limit it. 

The right of disposing property, especially 
landed property, by will, has, in many countries^ 
been posterior to the laws of descent, and in 
some countries has never been fully recogni2ed. 
Yet it is naturally prior to it. What a man 
has gained by his industry is so completely his 
own, that he may use it, or convey, during his 
life, the right of using it to any person he 
pleases, and there is no reason why he should 
he more restricted in the appointment of its dis- 
posal after his death. From natural affection, 
he will generally prefer his own children, or, 
when these are wanting, his nearest relations^ 
If he neglect to make a positive destination, the 
law supplies the omission, from a presumpr 
tion of his will, founded on those natural senti* 
ments. 

In no civilized country does the property of 
the deceased revert into a common fund. But 
the regulations of different countries in regard to 



Digitized by 



Google 



204- EQUALIZATION OF WEALTH. 

the permission or prevention of the disposal of 
property by will, and of the disposal of property 
where wills are not permitted, or not made, are 
extremely various. In the laws of antiquity, 
we meet with no distinction between succession 
in heritable and moveable property. In all mo- 
dern codes, that distinction forms an important 
part. It derives its origin from feudal principles. 
So long as the feudal system continued in vigour, 
the securing of a vassal fit for military service 
being considered as essential, the law of primo- 
geniture was inforced, and alienation of land by 
testanient not permitted. At that time personal 
property was comparatively of less value, and 
the law paid little attention to it. The value of 
this kind of property has now become, in mer- 
cantile countries, greater than that of the land ; 
but the laws which direct its succession are 
different. 

The diversity in the rules of succession, in 
cases of intestacy, or where wills are not per- 
mitted, consist chiefly in admitting or rejecting 
the right of primogeniture, and the preference 
of males to females. There is also some dif- 
ference in the rules by which the succession, 
when it devolves on collaterals, is regulated. 
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A man may be permitted to dispose of the 
whole of his property by will, or he may be 
limited to the disposal of a certain part, the 
residue necessarily descending to his children. 
His right of disposing of it may be limited to the 
appointment of the next possessor ; or he may 
be permitted to appoint a succession of heirs 
who are in existence ; or he may have the more 
extensive power of appointing a series of heirs, 
yet unborn, to the end of time. 

We find all these varieties in the laws of dif- 
ferent nations, and none of them, except the 
last, can be said to be contrary to the law of 
nature. The preference of one system to ano- 
ther is a matter of political wisdom, and shoidd 
be given to that which tends most to promote 
the general welfare. 

At Athens the sons succeeded equally to the 
inheritance of the father. At Rome, the sons 
and daughters succeeded equally. Disposal of 
property by will was not permitted in the 
earliest times, but was introduced afterwards, 
and even something similar to modern entails, 
by which the line of succession could be directed 
for several generations. 
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In the time of the Roman republic the ple- 
beian party frequently attempted to introduce an 
agrarian law, for limiting the extent of land 
which any person could hold, and they some* 
times obtained a partial and temporary suc- 
cess. 

By the laws of England at present, a man, 
unless specially restricted by family settlements, 
may dispose of all. his property, real or per- 
sonal, if he observe the poroper forms. In case 
of intestacy, the law of primogeniture takes 
I^ace anK>ng males in heritable property ;. but 
when the succession falls to females, they all 
diare equally. In personal property, the chil- 
dren, male or female, succeed equally. In some 
districts there are local rules of succession, dif- 
ferent from the general law of the country. 

In Scotland, the landholder, if not specially 
restricted, may not only settle the inheritance on 
whomever he pleases, but may determine the 
line of succession by a deed of entail, in all suc- 
ceeding time. The i-ules of succession in 
heritage, when there is no will, are nearly the 
saane as in England. In moveables his power 
is more limited. The children have an inde- 
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feasible right to one-third when there is a 
widow, and to one-half when there is none. 
This is called their legttim, and is equally 
divided among them^ without distinction of sex : 
but, if the deceased also leave heritage, the heir 
has no share of the moveable property, unless 
he choose to throw the heritage and moveables 
into a common fiind, and take an equal share of 
the whole with the other children. If there bft 
no will, the whole moveable property is divided 
equally among the children, and, failing theny, 
among the nearest relatives. 

By the law of France, established during the 
revolution, a person who has one child is only 
permitted to dispose of one-half of his property 
by will, and the child inherits the other half as 
a matter of right. If he has two children h* 
can only dispose of one-third by will, and if 
more than two of one-fourth, the remainder 
being equally divided among the children. In 
cases of intestacy, the property is equally 
divided among all the children, without regard 
to sex or seniority. 

Different opinions' will be entertained con- 
cerning the preference due to one or other of 
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these systems, or others that may be supposed 
better than any of them ; and these will depend, 
in a considerable measure, upon the preference 
given to the aristocratical or democratical con- 
stitution of society. 

Few, however, it is believed, will approve of 
the system of Scotch entails. They are, in 
every point of view, indefensible. Their ten- 
dency is to accumulate property to a very large 
extent: for an entailed estate can sustain no 
diminution; but may be augmented by fre- 
quent accessions, as every new purchase may 
be, and often is, added to the former entail. 
This evil is already of considerable magni- 
tude, and is daily increasing. It is believed 
about one-third of the land in Scotland is 
already entailed, and that chiefly in large por- 
tions. It proves a severe restraint on the cir- 
culation of property, and threatens to stop it 
altogether. Many other arguments may be 
adduced against it ; — ^the losses it occasions to 
preditors ; the infringement on parental autho- 
rity ; the temptations to which it exposes inex- 
perienced youth, from the consciousness of 
premature independence ; the destitute state in 
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which it often leaves the younger children of a 
family, and the discouragement it throws in the 
way of agricultural improvements. The motive 
which leads to it^ a desire of perpetuating fami- 
lies, is not founded on any rational or commend- 
able principle. It is the o£fspring of aristocratic 
pride, and is inconsistent with the transitory 
nature of human possessions and . enjoyments. 
Upon the whole, there are ample reasons for 
censuring this part of oiir law, and wishing it 
may be speedily and completely abolished. 

By an act passed a good many years ago, the 
holders of. entailed estates in Scotland were 
authorized to grant leases of a certain duration ; 
and by a late act they are entitled to burthen 
the estate wilh annuities to widows, and provi- 
sions to younger children to a certain extent. 
These alterations in the law lessen the evil of 
entails ; but there still remains enough to make 
their entire abolition desirable. 

A practice of the same nature, but still niore 
pernicious, has been admitted, the assignment of 
the rents of an estate to trustees for a term of 
years, in order to accumulate, and be applied 
for the purchase of more land, or some other 
capricious purpose. 

P 
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One argument in favour of entails is drawn 
from the aristocratic part of our constitution, 
and must be admitted to have some weight. 
The members of one branch of our legislature 
are hereditary, and it is fit that every person 
who exercises the functions of a legislator 
should possess a fortune that may render him 
independent. For this purpose, either the cha- 
racter of the legislator should fall with the 
dissipation of the estate (of which our records 
present one example), or an estate should be 
secured to accompany the right of legislation. 
This might be permitted, to every requisite 
extent, without any considerable encroachmeut 
on the state of general property, by limiting the 
quantity allowed to be entailed . to what was 
sufficient to answer the purpose for which it is 
at all permitted. 

We incline to the opinion, that every man 
should have the complete disposal of his pror 
perty, heritable or moveable, but without any 
power of substitution ; the person or persons 
who succeed him having an equal right tp its 
free disposal. We do not mean to exclude him 
from the right of burthening his heir or heirs 
with what provisions or annuities he pleases. 
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It is not likely that society would receive any 
detriment from the power which this system 
would give to parents. They might, indeed, 
disinherit their children, and leave them desti- 
tute ! But the natural a£fection of parents, even 
those of harsh character, is so strong that the 
instances of the exercise of that power would be 
very rare, except when the misconduct of the 
children was extreme. The welfare of families, 
as well as the public welfare, requires that 
parental authority be supported, and a salutary 
€heck given to that profligacy and extravagance 
which is the frequent consequence of early 
independence. 

A right to the disposal of property at pleasure 
has been considered as beneficial to society, 
from the encouragement it gives to industry. If 
a man knows that the wealth which he acquires 
is to fall at his death in a different direction from 
what he wishes, his exertions, it is said, are 
likely to be more languid. We do not, however, 
see much weight in this argument, or suppose it 
necessary that a man should have the power of 
directing the succei§dion of his acquisitions in 
♦an eftdless,-or even in a long train, in order to 
excite his industry. We have seldom observed 
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that those were less bent upon accumulating 
wealth, who neither knew nor cared who was to 
succeed to it ; and are of opinion that the power 
of disposing of it in the first instance is fully 
sufficient to furnish every necessary stimulus to 
industry^ and that no man ever relaxed in his 
exertions because it was not in his power to 
settle his wealth on a series of unborn heirs for 
all succeeding generations. 

Holding that the disposal of property at the 
death of the owner should be always free, but 
always limited to the first instance, with the 
exception above-mentioned of the case of here- 
ditary legislators, the next object of inquiry 
regards the most eligible mode of legal destiQa- 
tion in cases of intestacy. 

The law of primogeniture, especially if joined 
with a power of entailing, has a tendency to 
accumulate property ; the law of equal distribu*- 
tion has a tendency to disperse it. If these laws 
be insurmountable, their effects in either way 
will be very extensive, and, at last, very pemir 
clous. If they may be set aside by the will of 
the proprietor, and only regulate e^uccession in 
cases of intestacy, their effect is still consider- 
able, for many die without making a will ; and 
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besides, the general rule has an effect on the 
prevailing sentiments; so that even when a 
special settlement is made, it will most fre- 
quently be in some conformity to what the law 
would have directed if it had been wanting. 

That such is the case appears from the ex^ 
perience of what happens in England. The 
disposal of property, heritable and moveable, is 
there, in general, unrestrained ; yet landed gen- 
tlemen, almost uniformly, leave their estate to 
their eldest son, and often leave the yoimger 
children slenderly provided for. Merchants, on 
the other hand, commonly make a more equal 
distribution of their wealth among their children, 
unless they have invested it in land, in which 
case they may imbibe the spirit of the hereditary 
landrholder. 

The enactment of an equal division of heritage 
among the children, in cases of intestacy, would 
be too violent a change in our present law, and 
too oflFensive to our prevailing sentiments. But 
a limited legal provision to the younger children 
would be a beneficial alteration in our law. By 
the late act relating to entails in Scotland, the 
holder is entitled to charge the estate with one 
year's rent, if he has one child besides the heir. 
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with two year's rent if he has two children, and 
with three year's rent if he has three or. more. 
It might be .well if some such allowance were 
granted in all cases of intestacy, where there 
was not a sufficiency of moveable property to 
afford a like provision to the younger children. 
It would not occasion any sudden dispersion of 
property, or be attended with any other hurtfiil 
consequence. 

The case of a younger brother, when left un- 
provided for, is worse than that of a man in 
inferior station who has no property. Being 
bred in his father's family, he has acquired 
habits of luxury, and is unfit for manual labour. 
The army and navy can only receive a limited 
number, and there are few other professions, 
consistent with the station he holds in society, 
that can be prosecuted with advantage by a 
person destitute of patrimony. It is desirable 
he should have some share of the paternal in- 
heritance, not to supersede the necessity of 
exertion, but to enable him to exert his faculties 
with a reasonable prospect of success. 

The revolutionary law of succession in France 
is said to have been extremely effective, and to 
have broken down much of the property into 
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minute portions, to the ruin of many distinguished 
families, and general injury of society* 

This division of the land into small portions 
is not entirely in consequence of the operation 
of the law of succession. At the revolution, 
many of the great proprietors were forced to 
leave the country, and the properties of the 
emigrants being seized by the revolutionary 
govenunent, were disposed of, generally, in small 
allotments. 

According to the statements of the Due de 
GHete*, the number of taxable proprietors in 
France, in the year 1816, was 4,833,000, and 
the number of persons in their families was 
14,479,800, or about three to a family at an 
average (which we think too low), paying in 
property-taxes 282,935,928 franks, which being 
taken at 20 per cent, gives the annual value of 
their property 1,414,979,640 franks. Of these 
proprietors 3,665,300 pay only 12 J^ franks at 
an average, and altogether 47,178,649 franks, 
answering to an annual value of 235,893,245 

* The numbers in this statement are taken from the Edin- 
burgh Review, No. Ixxx. ; as we have not Ga^te's publication 
at hand, our opinions are, in some points, different from those 
of the able writers of that journal, and we have assigned our 
reasons. 
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franks^ and the average annual value of each 
property is only 64^ franks, or about 51*. of 
our money. These proprietors are day-labourers, 
with a cottage and garden belonging to them- 
selves. The number of persons in their fiEOhilies 
is about eleven millions. The proportion of 
property allotted to this class is about one-sixth 
of the whole. 

The number of proprietors in the superior 
classes is 1,167,700 ; the number of persons in 
their families, estimated as abpve, is 3,503,100 ; 
the amount of their taxation is. 235,757,W9 
franks, or 201 -^^o franks each at an average ; 
therefore the annual value of their property is 
1,178,786,395 franks, or 1009^ franks, equal to 
about 40/. sterling to each at an average. 

The whole statement is as follows: — 



No. of 


Amount of 


Average 


Total Annual • 


Average Income. 


Proprietors. 


Taxation. 


Taxation. 


Value. 






Franks. 


Franks. 


Franks. 


Franks. 


£. .». d. 


3,665^00 


47,178,649 


12.W 


235,893.245 


64 


2 11 


928,000 


86,043,089 


92.^8 


430,215.445 


464 


17 11 


212,636 


90,411,706 


425.45 


452,058.530 


2,127 


85 


18,848 


27,653,016 


1,468. 


138,265.080 


7,340 


293 11 


8,216 


31,649,469 


3,864.50 


158,iJ47.340 


19,272 


771 


4,833,000 


282,935,928 




1.414,679.640 
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Much as we reprobate the violence which has 
led to the present distribution of property in 
France, that distribution, as exhibited in this 
statement, considered in itself, doi^ not appear 
to us -so pernicious as it has been represented. 

The jrfeven millions of the lowest class of 
proprietors, families included, constitute the mass 
of the labouring part of the community. Their 
small possessions do not supersede the necessity 
of their labour, nor indispose them for it, while 
the benefit they derive from them gives a consi- 
derable addition to their comfort. The applica- 
tion of one-sixth part of the rent, to ameliorate 
the situation of so large and useful a part of the 
community, we think, well bestowed ; and the 
remaining five-sixths afford a sufficient fund for 
the higher classes, and for giving' room to that 
gradation of circumstances which is essential to 
the welfare of society. If the class of cottage 
proprietors :were abolished^ and their possessions 
distributed proportionally among the other 
classes, this would pnly add one-fifth part to the 
income of each proprietor. 

We see no reason for preventing, by any 
restrictive enactment, the division of property 
into parts, however minute. The peasant who 
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has one acre and a cottage, may di^se of half 
his acre to another peasant, who is able to build 
i»iother cottage, without doing any harm to the 
public. 

The two next classes constitute what would 
be called yeomanry in England. The number 
of persons in these classes, reckoning three to a 
family, is about three millions and a half, and 
the value of their property is rather more than 
three-fifths of the whole. . These are chiefly 
employed in cultivating their own possessions, 
though some of them will also engage in other 
labour. 

The two highest classes constitute the gentry ; 
and we, who are accustomed to overgrown for- 
tunes, would consider them as gentry of an in- 
ferior order. There are two reasons, however, 
which should give us a more favouralJle view of 
their circumstances than that which the numbers 
in the statement at first suggest. The rentals 
being taken for the purpose of taxation, are pro- 
bably considerably below the real value, and 
the power of money in the purchase of every 
commodity, and consequently the real value of 
a like nominal sum, is greater in France than 
in this country. Tlie number of proprietors in 
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these classes is about 27,000, and of persons 
in their families, exclusive of servants, esti- 
mated at five to a family, is 135,000, and the 
amount of their property is only about one-fifth 
of the whole. 

The number of proprietors and families en- 
gaged in agriculture is said to be nearly one- 
half of the population ; and, if to this be added 
the labourers who have no property, the whole 
number of agricultural labourers is said to 
amount to two-thirds of the population. 

This is a great deal too much, and, if accurate, 
exhibits a deplorable state of the country. But 
we apprehend there must be some mistake in 
the statement. It is incredible that, in so fertile 
a country as France, the labour of two persons 
should be required to raise food for three. The 
numerous' class of cottage proprietors are chiefly 
maintained by their labour. But they are not 
all engaged in agricultural labour. Many of 
them, it may be presumed, follow other occu- 
pations. 

We consider the allotment of a large por- 
tion of the land to overgrown estates as an evil 
of great magnitude. It absorbs a large part of 
the wealth of the community for the gratification 
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of the luxury of a ftw. It may be reas<Hiably 
doubted whether it promotes their enjoyment, 
and there is still. more reason to apprehend 
that its moral eflfocts are unfavourable. The 
gentleman of modem fortune has a personal 
intercourse with his tenants. The great pro- 
prietor keeps aloof from them, and transacts his 
business with, them by the intervention of agents 
or middlemen. He is apt to consider them as 
an inferior order of beings, in whose welfare he 
takes no farther interest than the increase of his 
rental is concerned. Such a separation of ranks 
is not favourable to the moral condition of either. 

We are not disposed to favour legislative 
restrictions on the disposal of property : but if 
they be at all admissible, we think they should 
be directed, not to prohibit the division of pro- 
perty, but to prevent its too great accumulation. 

Perhaps a law, framed to the following effect, 
would be liable to little objection. 

Let a determined portion, and a pretty high 
one, either of landed or moveable property, be 
fixed on as the greatest that ought to receive any 
favour from the legislature; which portion we 
shall call the permanent maaimum. At the same 
time let no man be restrained from acquiring as 
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much as he can, by industry, or even by fortu* 
nate accident, and from transmitting his fortune 
to his family : but if he has more sons than one, 
he must not leave a larger share to the eldest, of 
any other, than the permanent maonmum, pro- 
viding his estate can be reduced within that 
limit by division among them. If otherwise, 
after leaving each son the permanent maai" 
mum, he may bestow the surplus on the eldest, 
or any other son at pleasure. In defect of 
sons, no nephew or other collateral relation 
should succeed to more than the permanent 
maaimum, providing there be others in the 
same degree of consanguinity, and no larger 
share shall in any case be settled on a stranger. 
To render these regulations eflfectual, the per- 
son to whom the inheritance would fall next, 
might be entitled to take possession, on settling 
the permanent maaimum on the person before 
him in succession. We omit, for the sake of 
brevity, some regulations that might b^ neces- 
sary to complete this system. We apprehend 
that this, or somie similar systein for the gradual 
reduction of overgrown estates or enormous 
wealth of any kind> would be beneficial to 
society. But Solon, the Athenian lawgiver, de- 
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dares that he did not propose to his feDow* 
citizens the best laws which could be framed, 
but the best which they were capable of receiv- 
ing ; and every wise legislator will do the same. 
Whatever is offensive to prevailing sentiments 
and manners, if had recourse to at all, should 
be introduced gradually and cautiously. 

The summary of our sentiments on this sub- 
ject is as follows : 

That entails on a perpetual succession of 
heirs should be completely abolished. 

That^ generally, every person should have 
the entire disposal of his property, of whatever 
kind at his death. 

That this should be limited to the first ap- 
pointment, and not extend to that of a succession 
of heirs, except in peculiar circumstances. 

That he be permitted to charge his heir or 
heirs with annuities to persons in existence, or 
perhaps one step further. 

That tlie laws of succession to heritable pro- 
perty, in cases of intestacy, be more favourable 
to the younger branches of a family than they 
are at present 

That there should be no impediment to the 
division of property into parts, however small. 
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That, as far as may be done without violence 
to prevailing feelings, measures may be adopted 
for discouraging the growth of very great 
estates, or great wealth of any kind, and ope- 
rating the gradual reduction of such as are 
already overgrown. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

OF PROPERTY. 

We have already found occasion to make 
some remarks on the foundation of property. 
We now propose to enter into a more full dis- 
cussion of that unportant subject. 

When we take a view of the various subjects 
to which individuals or communities claim a 
right, in the modem state of society, we shall 
find that, in some cases, the right is established . 
on the firmest principles, and is most beneficial 
to society. In others the right is of a weaker 
kind, yet on the whole beneficial, and ought to 
be supported. In others, it is of a reprehensible 
kind, and should never have been admitted, but 
being established, must not now be rudely in- 
vaded, as the consequences of doing so would 
be more detrimental to society than any evils 
resulting from its continuance. In others, the 
claim is so clearly unjustifiable, that no con- 
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tinuance of property founded on it ought to be 
tolerated. 

Most of the articles which contribute to Ikuman 
support and enjoyment, and which constitute 
wealth, derive their chief value from human 
industry, but the material is always obtained 
from land, and, in countries where all the land 
is appropriated, the industrious man, if he has 
no land of his own, mu^ procure his materials 
by a fair agreement with the landed proprietor. 
When thus possessed of the material, he may 
convert it into any form^ and apply it to his own 
accommodation, or transfer it at his pleasure. 
It is in every respect his absolute property. 
' It is the right to property in land which 
presents any difficulties. In regard to this, two 
subjects of inquiry, somewhat analogous, present 
themselves to our consideration. The right 
which certain tribes assume to the possession of 
extensive tracts of country, to the exclusion of 
the rest of mankind, and the right which indivi* 
duals have to the undisturbed possession of the 
land which they occupy. 

The first of these was prior in point of time; 
In the earliest ages, when the number of man* 
kind bore no proportion to the extent of land 

Q 
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which lay before them^ there was no room for 
appropriation of any kind. When mankind be- 
came more numerous, and embraced the pastoral 
state, an imperfect approjMriatipn took . place^ 
Tribe separated from tribe, but the. members of 
the same tribe fed their flocks at large upon thear 
c(Nmnon property. '* Abraham said unta iiOtK 
Let there be no strife, I pcay th^, between mei 
and thee, between my herdsm^a and thy hendcki 
men, for we are bretiiren« Is not the whole Undi 
before thee ? Separate thyself^ I pray thi^e, fisom 
me: if thou wilt, take the left hand, I wilLgOrto> 
the right; or if thou depavt to the ri^ht haad^: 
then I will go to the left." . 

When the numb^ of the human, race became 
so great, that the natural produce of the soil was 
insufficient for their mainten^ce, and recourse' 
was had to agriculture, appropriation of land> in, 
the strictest sense, became necessary. 

No man would undertake the laborious ewr 
]doyment of agriculture,, unless his right to rei^p 
the ci*op which he had sown, was aeknowledgedb 
and secured, nor does his right to the land whiek 
he has tailed terminate when ihacrop is. removed. 
Land, by being cultiyated, is, in gentaal,. rendered; 
fitter for future culture* Woods «rec okaired;. 
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sfohes removed; inequalities levelled, fences 
raised ; superfluous water drained off; tod isonie- 
times a benefieaal supply of water introduced. 
The expense of these operations is not repaid 
by a single crop, nor is it reasonable that the< 
man by whose labour they have been aceom* 
flkhed^ should be deprived of a title to enjoy 
what he har rendered valuable, and to transmit 
it to his posterity. 

After a country is fully settled, from the casual' 
variety in the progress of population, the pos* 
terity of some of the original cultivators may 
not have land sufficient for their subsistence ; 
while others have more than they require, ae 
are able to feiiltivate. The former apply to the 
latter for a new and more equal division; The 
latter may well reply, " The present divisimi,^ 
however unequal iiow, is the result of the natural 
course of things^ Our fa&ers, by much labour^ 
brought the land which we now pogbess to its 
present state of fertility and value. It was theit's 
by the ckrirett of aU tides, and is now our's, as 
suceeedxqg to their rights. In order, therefore, 
to supply your necei^sitics] yra nrost either labour 
foor us, and we will give you a suitable reward; 
or we will give you land to cultivate for yara^ 

Q2 
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sel^es^ on your agreeing to pay us a reasonable 
consideration for its produce." 
. If the argument be carried further, the only 
reply of the claimants would be founded upon 
the original value of the land, previous to any 
labcmr or improvement. " We acknowledge 
that the superinduced value of the lands is the 
effect of the industry of your progenitors, and 
now belongs to you, as standing in their right ;. 
but, previous to these improvements, the lands 
were of some value, and your father's had pa 
right to them in their natural state, superior to 
pur's. You ought, therefore, to resign such a 
share as we have occasion for, upon our payings 
to you a consideration equivalent to the add!-* 
tional value which culture has bestowed on 
them.'' 

An admission of such a claim would be pro-^ 
ductive of endless disorders in society. The 
natural and superinduced value of the soil are so 
intimately blended, that the precise proportions 
of each never can be satisfactorily fixed, and 
therefore whoever occupies and improves a 
piece of land, which none had a prior claim 
to, must be supported in holding it as his( 
awn. 
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' llie business of agriculture/ as well as every 
other, is attended with hazard/ The returns 
may not, and sometimes do not, repay the ex- 
pense bestowed on them. It is, therefore, rea- 
sonable that those who run the risk should 
enjoy the profit, when the jmdeitaking proves 
successful. 

The right to property in land, where occu- 
pation is followed by improvement, rests upon 
strong principles of natural equity. It is corro- 
borated by no less urgent reasons of expediency. 
Without its clear recognition there could belittle 
improvement. The produce, and consequently 
the population, even of the most fertile regions^ 
would be confined within narrow limits. With- 
out it the possession of land would be an object 
of universal contention, and mankind, instead of 
applying to the beneficial occupations of peacefiil 
industry, would be engaged in constant scenes 
of rapine and violence. This was the case in 
some parts of our own country, and other coun- 
tries in Europe, some centuries ago. 

Property in land thus acquired may be trans- 
mitted to the posterity of the original occu- 
pier, or devised in any manner agreeable to his 
wishes, or transferred by gift, or for a valuable 
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consideration. In these cjgises the heir, devfeee, 
donee, or purchaser^ succeeds to the title of him 
from whom his tide is derived. 

Land is continually changing its ownership, 
by death, or more rapid means, aiid the titles 
of the various proprietors may be considered 
as so many links in a chain, by which they 
are connected with the original occupier and 
improver. 

In process of time the originial occupier is 
forgotten; and, if the present proprietor emi 
shew an uninterrupted possession for a certain 
length of time, the former part of the chain is 
preserved, and his title cannot be questioned 
upon the grounds of the uncertainty of the 
original acquisition, now buried in oblivion. 
This right, by prescription, is acknowl^ged in 
every civilized country, though under different 
modifications* 

The tenures of modem Europe are derived 
from feudal principles, and must be referred to 
the right, such as it is, of conquest. The leaders 
of the tribes who subverted the Roman Empire 
assumed, nominally, the possession of the whol^ 
of the conquered country, but were under the 
necessity of allotting large tracts of land to their 
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taifaMrdinate offio^rs, who again parediled them 
out to tiiose of inferior rank, and m on to the 
lowest gradation. Lands were at first held of 
the soYereign^ or intermediate superior, chiefly 
for military services, which were afterwardt 
coimnuted for pecmiieury rents* The substance 
of the feudal system has gradually worn away 
in most countries, though much of its form etiji 
9emiUii6^ 

We kiiQw, in general) that the progenitors of 
tibe |>refle&t proprietors expelled the former inha?«^ 
bitantfi from their Jiossessions by violence ; but 
we cannot now trace the posterity, either of the 
dispossessed proprietor, or of the invader. Th^ 
rights of the present proprietors can <mly be 
resolved into occupancy and preiscription. 

We have said, perhaps, more than was neces« 
awry -ob the right of property in land where 
occupation was coupled with improvement* 
We nej vt proceed to the consideration of the 
ease where occupation is followed by no 
improvement. 

If we review the grounds upon which pro- 
perty has here been made to rest, we shall find 
that they lose considerably of their strength 
when no improvement has taken place. Yet 
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evea here the right of property may be clasaed 
among those which are upon the whole bene- 
ficial to society. 

There are so many gradations in improve- 
ment, and also in occupation, that it would be 
difficult to fix that precise amount of either by 
which yroj^rty could be said to be adequately 
acquired. 

The occupier who improves at all, however 
languidly, cannot be ejected to make room for a 
more active improver; neither is immediate 
improvement necessary. The man who has 
assumed a tract of land by a slight act of occu** 
pancy, and begun to improve, must be allowed 
a length of time to complete his improvement. 

The circumstances attending the emigration 
of colonies from civilized countries, carrying 
along with them the arts of the parent country, 
and some portion of its wealth, chiefly claim 
our attention. 

We shudder at the recollection of the atroci- 
ties which have been committed by such emit 
grants upon the natives of the countries in which 
they settled, whom they accounted savages. 
We shall turn our eyes to more agreeable 
scenes, where the country resorted to was for- 
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merly uninhabited, or where possession of a ccr* 
tain tract has been obtained by a fair compact 
with the natives. 

The settlements of the colonies of North 
America, while under the dominion of Britain^ 
and the still more extensive settlements which 
have been established since their separation^ 
furnish examples of this on an extensive scale. 
Our late settlements in Southern Africa are of 
a somewhat similar kind. 

In all these, whether they have remained 
under subjection to the parent country, or whet 
tiher they have established an independent 
government of their own, permission has not 
been given to every 'individual to occupy what 
land he chose ; but the whole region being con- 
sidered as public property, tracts of land have 
been granted to the settlers, generally upon pay* 
ment of a moderate price to the community, and 
sometimes subject to a quit-rent ; such grants 
being limited in extent, and the occupants often 
bound to a course of gradual improvement It 
would be an effectual bar to colonization if no 
more land could be secured in property to a 
fiettler than he could improve the first year. 
• Such is the most eligible way of extending 
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I'JodiisaftB of .dvifiBedl^toi 
pBXtBof ihe eartii whicli tiiiey have not Mtherto 
reached. Every such colony has a right to 
f rswnt the mtrasion of other colonists into the 
iBoanfaries where they have settled. To consti* 
fenie this right, however^ there must be some 
dBgrm of actual possession. The titles daimed 
apon virtual mAs. of occupancy, fuch as th6 erec* 
Hon of a Hag, or Ihd like, are too slender to 
bear examination. It may, however, ibe a 
proper rule for preventing disputes among na- 
tkmiB addicted to naval enterprise, that the 
property of uninhabited countries shotdd be 
ascribed to those by whom they are first dis** 
Isovered and taken possession of, and the slightest 
ceremony may be agreed upon as an iict of 
oceiipbtion. Tibis, however, stamls on the same 
^footing as ihe ^stabliahed eugt«ms relalaDg to 
imibassadosfs, and otiier partieulars that ooeur 
in the transactions of nationi^ with ea«^ other, 
which derive their validity from compact^ 
exfmas «r implied, and not from the law ^cf 
nature. 

Having 4»)nsidered the right of property in 
land founded on occupation followed by ira^ 
IMTorement, or by occupation with the view to 
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kfiproventfeiit^ we next proceed to the esmAf 
deration^ of certain things to whi^^ a title is 
in many countries acquired by occiipancy alone^ 
though they be unsusceptible of improvaiient^ 
and their appropriation be iqiop the whole 
rather prejudicial than uiefnl to iAm puUia 
It would be better tiiat no sudi property had 
ever been admitted, though it would be lunr 
warrantable now to abolii^ it. When a man 
has honestly acquired any species of wealthy he 
■seeks to secure it for himself and his posterity 
by purdiasing som^hingfrom which he and they 
^ill derive permanent benefit* He may pnrchaae 
iand; but if, instead of doing »>, he puroha» 
4my thing else that is comtncmly bought <and 
sold, and the right to which is supported by the 
kws of the ccKxntry, it would be unjust to de- 
prive him of it by challenging, upop abstrsust 
principles, the validity of his right to that which 
he possesses* After all, such property is rather 
to be tolerated than encouraged. Its further 
progress ought to be checked, and if the amount 
of it already established can be diminished lyy 
fair and peaceable means, it is desirable to 
do so* 

A right to fish, either on the open sea or in 
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rivers, approaches to this class, though the former 
is sometimes, and the latter almost universally 
appropriated. So is a right to sail in navigable 
rivers, and to the use of harbours. These last 
generally require the aid of art to render then^ 
commodious ; but as the expense may be de«- 
frayed by the public, and reimbursed by n 
•suitable toll levied on those who partake of th^ 
benefit, there seems to be no reason for allowing 
them to afford a revenue to private proprietors. 
We do not deal in this manner with high«- 
ways. The general good requires that roads be 
carried through appropriated ground i biit we 
do not allow the proprietor to derive an em<du- 
ment from this at the expense of the public. 
'We give him a reasonable price for the ground 
which the road occupies, and impose a toll upon 
travellers, adequate to the gradual extinctikm c^ 
this price and the expense of forming the road 
and keeping it in repair, and no more. Though 
the authority of local acts of parliament be 
required for this purpose, these are now granted 
so much of course, that this may be considered 
as the established law of the land. Why we 
should not act in the same manner in regard fo 
ferries is not immediately apparent. 
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The right of catching and killing animaLsr 
fercd natures is of a like kind, though there may 
be good reasons for restraining certain classeeC 
of men from exercising it, or for bestowing it 
exclusively on the proprietor of the lands wherd 
the animals are found* In some parts of the 
country this right had been assigned for a 
pecuniary consideration, and has become an 
object of considerable value. 

Some other established rights encroach stiff 
more upon natural freedom, and are entitled to 
less favourable regard. . Of this kind are mo- 
nopolies uiisupported by any claim to inven- 
ti<m. These are infringements on the right, 
which belongs to every man, of exercising 
his industry in whatever manner he pleases. 
This was an evil of considerable magnitude in 
England so late as the reign of Elizabeth, but 
is now idmost entirely done away. The ex* 
dusive' right of printing the Scriptures is an' 
instance in which it still subsists. 

Sinecure, offices, and all offices which are 
bought and sold,, acd afford a sinecure prc^t to 
the holder, stand in this unfavourable predica-' 
^ent. The emoluments of these offices, in' 
whatever manner they are paid, are ultimate]^ 
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a* charge on the community. If the officer be 
usefiil, the public has a ri^ht to be served, €^ 
payment of a suitable compensation £ch* the dU^ 
charge q£ the duty, due allowance being madb> 
for &e abilities it requires, axid every other cir* 
^HBkstanee that may oihaiiee its value; but if die 
person who exercises the o^ce procures it lor 
payment of a sum of money^ or of an annual rent, 
this amounts to demonstration that the emolu** 
mdnts are more than a^eqpate for the services 
parformed* Besides the borthen^ thus imposed 
on the public^ other onporltant evilB arisie fcwc^ 
this mode of cpnferripg, offices. It exposes them*^ 
to the risk of being filled by improper perspn&; 
If the seller be allowed to choose,^ he will gehe-- 
rally prefer the person who oflfejas thie highest 
pxdce. Even when the consenjt' of arsiipmoi^ 
ia necessary to ratify the transaction, thes^er^ 
having the time in his power, will ^ways bdvei 
considerable influem^ in getting it settled in 
the way that suits his pi^iyate interest. 

In a neighbouring^ cpvintry^, previ^s to the 
late revolution, the seirts . of jiistic^ wcire. in. 
general saleable*.^ 1^ this country the infer^j* 
ccronusfiona in the ar^^ are u^ually^ chUim^^ 
by< purchase^ This system was intro^uped in 
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tk^ last century, and upon the whole has gumed 
ground, notwithstanding regulations on ther 
part of government to restrict it, which ai-e^ 
much evaded. In the navy it has never obtaiued 
a footings and every friend to our naval powe^ 
YfiDuld deprecate its introduetion. 

Itwmdd be hard to deprive an officer who hadr 
pur4:hased^ of the pvivil^e of selling ; but the, 
system .may be gmduaily done away by limiting 
ike pennissiaa to tihatcase alone. Measures tor 
that effect have been embraced by our present. 
Gommaader^ia-chief^ and dejserve much pcaise;. 
but it wiQ require s^id; vigilaq^e and long pef-^ 
severance to give th^m full effect. 

The Scotidfiii aisistooraey, previous to th^ rebel* 
lion in 1745, enjoyed hei«ditary jurisdictions in 
their respective demesnes very inconsistent with 
the gesiuine priiH^iples of liberty^ These were 
abolished by the legidiatiure, after thje'Suppressioa 
of that rebdion^ upon, paj^nent of a pecuniary 
cc»isideratiqn, less tiban they: demanded, bul 
more, perhaps, thaa they ou^t iuistrielnessita 
have received. 

A revenue arising from a taK levied on tho 
public f<Mr die booefit of.a parkieubr fisonily is a 
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property of a very exceptionable nature^ Of: 
tibis kind is a tax oh coals imported into the city 
i^ London. 

The holders of monopolies^ sinecures, and 
Saleable offices, are not in optima ^fide, in regat-d. 
to these kinds of property; yet their case is' 
fiivourable when compared with those who claim 
a property in the persons of their fellow-crea-' 
tares. The recognition of slavery is so gross a: 
violation of hmnanity, of justice, of the clearest 
and nK>st valuable natural rights, that no law or; 
custom can sanction it, nor can any reasons of 
expedience be deemed sufficient to defend it. 
In ancient times, when slavery was in . full-, 
force in Europe, the labours of agriculture and 
mechanic trades were chiefly performed by 
slaves, and a proposal of general manumissicm 
would have been considered as inexpedient, in: 
consequence of the stop it would have occasioned 
to these necessary employments. Since slavery 
has, in many countries, disappeared, rather by the 
influence of religion and manners than the force 
of positive laws, the useful arts have been ad^ 
vanced to a much hi^er degree of perfection, 
trough the exerticm of. freemen, animated by 
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the prospect of reaping the reward of their 
own industry. 

In Scotland, tiU lately, labourers employed 
in coal-mines and salt-works were bonds- 
men. This remnant of slavery is now abolished 
without any detriment to the proprietors. In 
fifome countries of Europe a certain degree of 
slavery still takes place among the peasants, 
who are adscr^ti gieba, as was the general case 
some centuries ago. Thie species of servitude 
is relaxing, and has been discouraged by several 
intelligent princes, and voluntarily resigned by 
many liberal-minded proprietors. It will pro- 
bably, in no long time, be completely done 
away. 

But while Europe has thus happily got nearly 
free of davery ^t home, she still countenances 
that wretched institution in her American co- 
Icmies. Slavery prevails there to a very great 
extent, an4 is in some respects more severe 
than any that prevailed in former ages. To the 
execrable African slave-trade we may in a great 
measure ascribe the state of barbarism of one en- 
tire quarter of the globe. It does honour to Bri- 
tain, that she has taken the lead in the abolition of 
that infamous traffic, and not only renounced it 
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OQ her own behalf, and prohibited the exercise of 
it by all her subjects, under the heaviest penalties^ 
but used her endeavours to procure the concur- 
rence of other powers to the same eflfect, though 
hitherto with very little success. ' 

While we decidedly oondenm the institution 
of slavery as unjust and inexpedient, we would 
not provoke the precipitate overthrow of a fabric 
which has acquired so great magnitude. This 
might be attended with evils of a serious kind^ 
even to the slaves themselves, which ought to 
be guarded against by sndi preliminary measures 
as prudence may suggest ; ' while we pursue a 
cautious but decided course that may, at firstj 
ameliorate the condition of that unhappy class e£ 
men, and afterwards lead to a full abolition of 
davery, with all its concomitant evils. When 
this can be accomplished, although a pecunkrj^ 
compensation to those who }ose, or su{^M)se 
themselves to lose, by the change, may be jrathei^ 
a measure of prudence, than of strict justice, yet 
no good man would hesitate to contribute tbere-t 
to, providing that by doing so he could accele^ 
rate an object in which the interest of humanity? 
is so deeply concerned. 

On the whole, the .foundation of property: 
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mk^ be e<Mpiprehei)ded under the following 
iq>hciri6ni3 : — . 

1st The sh^e of wealth which arjises. from, 
the laboui: of the present generation belongs^ by 
the clearest of all titles, to the respective la- 
bourers. 

2d. The share of wealth arising from the 
labour of former generations belongs to the po6^ 
terity of those who produced it> or to thwet 
whom they have appointed their successors. . 

3d. The wealth, acquired from hxkd, \mof^ 
obtained in a great measure by culture and 
improvement, and its original and acquired ralue 
being intimately and inseparably blended, beloi^ 
to the original occupiers* and improvers, and 
their representatives. » . 

4th. As it is requisite, for the peace of society; 
that all land be appropriated, occupation, eveu 
when not followed by improvement, must be^ 
sustained as conferring a title. 

5th. As the original proprietors are forgotten 
in the lapse of ages, possession for a certain 
length of time must be admitted as affording a 
presumptive right. 

6th. The appropriation of things which may 
be enjoyed by all, as the right of fishing, and the 

R2 
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like, is not necessary, yet may be supported by 
reasons of expediency, and when it has been 
admitted it ought to remain secure. 

7th. Right of monopolies, offices, and the like, 
are a species of property in mcdafide, and ought 
to be resisted, and abolished by peaceable means, 
but not without granting some indemnification 
to those who held them under the sanction of the 
laws of the society. 

8th. The property which consists of slaves is 
in pessimafide, and ought to be abolished as soon 
as can be done without incurring greater evils. 
If any indemnification be given to the pro- 
prietors, it is rather a sacrifice to prudence and 
expedience, than a claim strictly due to justice. 

9th. Property of every kind may be lawfully 
conveyed among the living by sale or donation, 
and the purchaser or donee succeeds to the full 
right of the former proprietor. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

EDUCATK>N OF THE XOWER HANKS. 

Religion is, beyond comparison, the most im- 
portant part of education. Wtien properly taught, 
it includes every moral and social duty ; and^ 
among others, industry, temperance, and econo- 
my. The communication of religious instruction 
is more peculiarly the duty of its ministers, and 
heavy is the responsibility of those who neglect 
it altogether, or perform it remissly. Notwith^- 
standing the exertions of the most active minister 
of religion, the religious education of a family 
depends chiefly upon the parents. A pious parent 
in a Christian country can hardly be without 
sufficient knowledge to enable him to discharge 
this duty. His instructions and example will, in 
most instances, make a deep impression on his 
children, and the requisite time will hardly in- 
terfere with his other occupations, especially if 
Sunday be spent as it ought to be. 

It is, however, what may be called the 
secular part of education that the political eco- 
nomist has chiefly occasion to consider. 
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An opinion has been entertained, and by 
many publicly avowed, that all attempts to 
raise the character of the lower ranks by edu- 
cation are improper, as tending to indispose 
them for that labour which their station in life 
subjects them to. They have been considered as 
machines, and the quantity of work that could 
be extracted from them as the only object to be 
attended to ; and the improvement of their ra« 
tional nature and moral qualities, unless so far as 
subservient to their mechanical use, ought, it has 
been thought, to be disregarded. Few, we hope, 
now entertain these illiberal opinions, and such 
as do are generally ashamed to avow them. 

It is now generally admitted^ that the inferior 
parts of education may be bestowed upon all 
without unfitting them for the occupations of 
a humble station ; that a man is not unquali-* 
fied for the plough or the loom, though h^ 
can read and write ; and that these acquire- 
ments, to a certain degree, are useful and gra? 
tifying to himself, as well as advantageous to hi? 
neighbours. . ' 

But where ought the education of the lower 
ranks to stop ? The objections to carrying it 
too far are, that it . would occupy too itmch 
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time, and would induce a turn of mind that 
indisposes the laborious ranks for the employ- 
ments by which they mujst gain their bread; 
tod of consequence impair, instead of promote, 
their happiness. 

, The narrowest opinion is, that they ought to 
be taught no more than is requisite for enabling 
them to perform properly what belongs to their 
own fiphere. The more liberal opinion, which 
we embrace, is, that whatever contributes to 
improve their intellectual powers, or afford them 
»cmrces of enjoyment, should be put within their 
reach, providing it do not lead to the bad con- 
sequences above-mentioned. 

. The great merit of the syi^tem of education 
for the poor in Scotland is generally acknow^ 
ledged. In every parish a school is established> 
and in large parishes more than one, where 
reading, writing, and arithmetic are taught, and 
the scholars instructed in the principles of reli« 
gion; Part of the schoolmaster's income is paid 
by the pubUc, and the fees paid by the scholars 
are very moderate, and in some places the fees 
of poor scholars are paid from a charitable 
fund. These schools are regularly visited by 
a committee of parochial clergy appointed by 
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their respective [M-esbyteries, to whom a report 
of their condition is made^ and these reports are 
afienrards ananged, and transmitted to the 
general Assembly, or supreme Ecclesiastical 
court in Scotland. The books read at these 
schools are chiefly the Scriptures and catechisms, 
sometimes a collection of extracts from good 
authors, in prose or verse. The masters are in 
general diligent, unexceptionable in their moral 
conduct, and sufficiently qualified for the dis- 
charge of their office ; and not a few of them 
possess attainments superior to what is required 
ki their situation. Few parents neglect to 
send their children to these schools, and few 
of the lower ranks in Scotland are unable to 
read and write, as those who cannot are every 
where held in little respect. 

This system is good, and generally well c<m- 
ducted. It might, however, admit of improve- 
ment. The course of reading might be further 
extended in behalf of those scholars, who can 
remain longer than others at school, and to all of 
them some knowledge of geography, natural and 
civil liistory, and the most useful parts of some 
other sciences, might be communicated. We do 
not think it proper to keep those who are to gain 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOUCATION OF THK LOWER tlANRS. 24$ 

their bread by labour long at school* Habits of 
industry must be acquired in early life* But 
arrangements might be made by which a youth, 
who, after having been some time at school, was 
engaged in labour, might spend some portion of 
his time for a year or two afterwards in acquir- 
ing farther kziowledge* We disapprove of teach- 
ing the learned languages at common pai'ish 
schools, as being unsuitable to the classes for 
whom they are intended, and taking up the 
master's time, who has enough to do besides. 
Without derogating in the slightest degree frotn 
the value of classical literature, we apprehfmd 
that the establishment of grammar-schools in 
towns and large villages would be sufficient for 
all that ought to prosecute it* 

The system of Sunday schools has of late 
been encouraged with truly CShristian zeal. 
We deem them highly useful to those who can 
afford no more; but they ought not to su- 
persede the more complete education which 
day schools confer, in cases where it can be 
afforded* 

The income of the parish and other school- 
masters is generally too low, and they well 
deserve to have it increased. 

A man who has acquired a little knowledge 
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at school, may hftve a d^ire. to acquire more, 
and allot part of the time exempt from labour 
to that purpose. This takes place frequently, 
though not universally. 

In a few parishes a common library is estab* 
lished by a part of the inhabitants, the expense 
being defrayed by a payment .£r<»n each mem-^ 
ber at entry, together with a smaU annual coih 
tribution. It is to be wished that those were 
more general* , They may be under the. superin- 
tendence of the minister of die parish, who 
should select the books, consisting of religious 
and moral works; history, natural and civil; 
books relating to agriculture and other arts ; 
poelry and miscellanies ; but avoiding treatises 
of a controversial tendency, whether theologidal 
or political. 

. In several towns of this country institutions 
have of late been established in which courses 
of lectures on iiatural philosophy and chemistry, 
illustrated by experiinents, are delivered in a 
manner adapted to the apprehension of those 
who have not much previous science. The^ 
lectures are chiefly attended by medsi^nics, who 
are admitted upon ^ymenttiof €t very nfbd^fnte 
fee. They have been well attended, -and^gfird 
likely to prove iveryusef^.. 
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In reply to those who reprobate all attempts 
to raise the character of the poor by education, 
as tending to indispose them to labour, or as 
being altogether impracticable, we would appeal 
to those instances in which Ihe ^effects of edu- 
cation have been most successful We could 
point out some among them, who. though they 
have not become more wealthy than their nei^« 
hours, have yet attained a superiority of intelli- 
gence, which qui^ifiei^ them to become agree* 
able, companions to a^y order of society. . This, 
indeed, is not very. con))non,. but. as education is 
impa'oved, it might be e;)^pected to become more 
general. We have never observed that.persons 
of this character were less; diligent than others 
in their ordinary occupi^tiops, and they are sel- 
dom or never addicted tp intemperance. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

EFFECT OF NUMBERS IN A STATE. 

Before proceeding to the consideration of the 
consequences resulting from foreign commerce, 
it may be useful to take a view of the different 
measures of comfort and enjoyment which arise 
from the union of mankind in small or numerous 
communities. We have had occasion to touch on 
this topic incidentally already, and now propose 
to enter on a fuller detail of the effects of 
numbers on the condition of society, apart, as 
far as may be, from collateral considerations, 
though we may not be aUe to do this without 
some repetition. 

In order to treat this subject with perspicuity, 
we shall consider societies of men, as they in- 
crease in number, to be constituted in several 
progressive states, which we shall distinguish 
by the letters A. B. C, &c. 

It is hardly necessary to premise, that we do 
not consider these states as limited to the precise 
number and condition mentioned. They are not 
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isfeparated from each other by any broad or 
visible line of distinction. Each of them conr 
tains an indefinite number of gradations, blending 
into each other, and approaching on one hand to 
the highest grade of the class immediately lower, 
and on the other to the lowest grade of the class 
immediately higher. 

A. We begin with considering the case of a 
very small community, and, as it is imneces- 
sary for oxir present purpose to delineate one 
which has rarely existed, and which affords no 
instruction, we shall first take a view of the 
state of a few settlers, in a coimtry of consider- 
able fertility^ who have some knowledge of 
agriculture, and the more conunon mech^WO 
arts, and who possess the most common tools and 
some materials for present use. We shall also 
suppose that there is, adjoining to their settle* 
ment, an extensive tract of unoccupied country, 
by which they are enabled to extend their boun- 
daries, as their numbers, increase, without oppo- 
sition. We suppose them (with an exception or 
two after-mentioned) to have no commercial 
dealings with any other nation: but we do not 
Exclude theni from such intercourse as may 
allow of emigration, and the introduction of 
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usefiil arts. At first, the settlemeiil hi&y com 

sist of about twenty famflieis ; such as is repri^ 

isented in the seboncT part of the tale^ of Robin^ 

f90n Crusoe. For their immediate supply of 

foodj they wouM collect any spontaneous fraitH 

or esculent herbs ' which the couiltry a£Ebrded ; 

but, as these are likely to be insufficient for 

their madnteiidiiee through the year; the^ would 

as soon as possible • have recourse to b^chI* 

ture. As they have' ^a kboming cattle, tha 

cultiy«tton of thelland #ould be performed by 

the apadey and every man wotdd cultivate a 

portion sufficient for his maintenance, and that 

of his family ; but, as there is no way di dispose 

ing of a surplus produce, no more corn would be 

faised than they required. - They might rAry 

their food occasi^ally, by eatetiing^ wild^aninudh 

and by iishing) aiidi moxM consteuiit Xrekpens and 

other implements ir^quii)6di(^th)680pur^ 

One of theh? ^ret eini>teyments wtodld be ib 
er^qt dWellitifg^ miired to th& climate, of wocmI, 
or other ittftt^'Hiatls WM^ the country supplied; 
and protMe theni'^with the^Most USefbl artic^lei^ 
of household furriiturfe.'^^ A^ li^ir fafnilies in- 
creased, th^y would enlarge' the extent of tlteir 
cultivated ground; All their time would nbt be 
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teqnired for the labours of agiicultui'e/ and ja 
part of it would be occupied in rendering their 
houses and furniture more convenient, and in 
fabricating . clothing from such materials as 
they could ecmmiand. 

It is likely that three or four families would 
have their habitations contiguous, for the sake of 
society and mutual assistance ; but the commu- 
nity (supposed tt> amount to twenty families) 
would be distributed' in several hamlets, so that 
each person might be near to the land which he 
cultivated. Whatever portion of land a man 
cultivated, would become, his property, and also 
what he inclosed for keeping dcHnestic auimalfi^ 
when these were obtained. 

As it would be desirable each should have a 
sufficient extent of contiguous land to be brought 
into culture when the increase of fais family re*^ 
quired it, the hamlets would be at sucha distance 
as to give scope for thia extension. To accom- 
plish, this, some conventional arrangement would 
be required among all the members of the so- 
ciety ; and, if they had abundance of land, this 
would be accomplished wiliiout difficulty. 

The hamlets would not be so far distant m to 
prevent all the settlers from meeting frequently^ 
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If the Christian religion were known^ they 
would convene at some central place on Sunday 
for divine worship, when one of the most respectr 
able of the society would preside. A house 
sufficient to contain the whole community at 
lliese. meetings, and on other occasions, would be 
built 

In this small community there is little occa- 
sion for division of labour, yet it might not be 
entirely wanting. Some of its members would 
have superior natural ingenuity, or mechanic 
skill. One of them would, most probably, have 
been bred a carpenter, another a blacksmith, 
another a mason or a shoemaker. Each of 
these would furnish what is required from his 
particular craft to the whole community, receiv- 
ing in return such recompense in labour or 
otherwise as the other members could give. 
There would be no use for money of any kind. 
There would be few grounds for dissension, and 
any difference which might arise would be 
decided by the community. We have supposed 
no enemies ; but if a risk of invasion was appre- 
hended, it would lead to the training of every 
adult male to military exercise, and the use of 
weapons. 
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Such a community might enjoy a iW allow- 
ance of the necessaries^ and a considerable share 
of the comforts of life, though few of its luxuries. 
There would be little distinction of station* 
The children of each family would receive such 
education as the parents could give them at 
home, and would be put to labour when they 
became fit for it. 

The occupation of mining is scarcely com- 
patible with so narrow a society, yet without 
iron they could do little. We must, therefore, 
allow them, after their original stock is ex- 
hausted, to import that article from some other 
place, till their numbers be so much increased 
as to put the operations of the forge within their 
reach. The other metals they may dispense 
with till they arrive at that stage. 

B. — ^As in a small society, possessing an exten- 
sive tract of land, there would be little impedi- 
ment to early marriage, from the fear of want 
of food, or from the demands of luxury, their 
numbers would increase rapidly, and the increase 
might be accelerated by emigration. Let us 
suppose them increased to a thousand families, 
or five thousand persons, a number answering 
to one of our larger parishes. 

s 
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Hht nMHst iiAporlant change in ^^b' ^^onditSon 
^tMiM be ^ foriii^er progress in ^^ division <>f 
hLhcmr. Not only the occupatioifd of the ^^bp- 
pMter, the U^cksmith, the mason, ^nd ^e shoe^ 
Maker, but those of the britcher, tto* tan&ei^ 
and the tailor, wonM be exercised by different 
jiersons, and these tradesmto would allot theii: 
whole time, or nearly so, to their res|>edtive 
oMupations, atid re<!iei^e their ¥bod frotn %he 
Bgrknkural paki; of ^e eommunity, in reeom*- 
fOtte for their services: nrhereas, in the smsdler 
Society, they only exereised thehr l^^es in ^ 
intervals of agrieulturiai labonr. 

Several trades Vrotdd now be inla-oduced 
which were not practised before. In eimmerat»^ 
ing the few employments ^hich might in some 
measure be separated in a tery small commu- 
nity, we did not mention that 6f <ihe weaver. 
We considered his loom 86 too complex a riftr- 
diine for that period. So Ictog as J* W as nt* used; 
the materials for clothing would feonsifet chiefly 
of the skins of anim^ils, or the biafk t>f trees, ff 
any fhing' tesembKng cloth was tnade from the 
#ool of their sheep, it would be fabricated by 
ttieir females, in the most iitiirtiMal manneir. 
They would scarcely use a liitefehie moreMcbrti- 
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flte ^^ tiifi distailf w jthe knittitsg-^neMtie. 
liTofpribAiii^^-Qductioii pf tbe .^piiming-wheieiLMtid 
Ibe ]mm give w is^rtiait ^ceessian io their 
^cjp^i^g. Tibe ii»Mhwe«i ^sei hy them would he 
j^iEerJpr to ii!hi4; ire jooir em^hy, and tlie m>rk 
fWr^rmed by them wmid he plain Mid {iritbout 
v^iety 5 yet with tfeeise defeete they woidd isintui 

4iAd before^ Wool wo^ be the ikat nwiteml 
^ their i^eh«i. Fla^ laitd cottoQ, if suited l» 
Abet«li2»d^te» w.oidd be ievitimted aod mMttfwr 
4ttred afierwia'd«» 

The eortt-^mUl i$ ^wotber y^Me niMhiai^ 
that may be now introduced. Formerly their 
42i>ra vWM prepaored for Ipod by pmiidiag :M; in a 
iQfiortttr^ liir «o»»e Hioh ioi^irtjyieial maoaer. IW 
hmdrmiU would ibe the firist step of kifti»we«- 
W^f^ Mild we^dd be «iioiaMded by the ;mill dm^w 
hy^^n^lier. 

The ^y^auEid i^ei^i^ite ,§^ ^e m^MtenMi^ ^ 
^ thwswd fiemil^i «»d IJI^r ^flfH^^s^and hf«d(^ 
^ii^uWite'^f M8isidflf»We^s<ieiit; butwiaf^srtie 
«matry m^idd n^t f ea^ M> ^ distMii$)e thuA ^re^ 
moBtitA tiMfliiismiwedtii^^qe a w«iej^ tetflCMe 
mnknk phioe, and thi@kr JSonn^ hiJ^ta iwatild 
^tffaaoe tlMa to d^ 0fi. A johui^ -suffipiettk to 

s 2 
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contain the number which usually assembled 
would be built. Respect for the character of 
Hie person who presided at divine worship and 
dispensed the ordinances of religion, and a sense 
of the importance of his functions, might induce 
the conmiunity to exempt him from other 
labour, and assign him a suitable maintenance. 
The business of a schoolmaster would also be- 
come a separate emplojrment. At first the duties 
cf the clergyman and the schoolmaster might 
be discharged by the same person. When, from 
the increase of numbers, these duties became 
too much for one man, the emjploymehts would 
be separated. 

The increase of numbers would occasion the 
erection of new hamlets, reaching gradually to 
a greater distance from the original one, inevery 
accessible direction : but the elder branches of 
each family would generally remain in the first 
hamlet; and the younger branches, when foris- 
familiated, would establish new ones in the re- 
mote parts of the settlement. The church and 
school would have their place in the first ham- 
let, and most of those who exercised mechaniosdl 
employments would remain in the same vicinity. 
Henee a village would arise, which, besides 
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those employed in cultivating the adjoining 
ground, would be inhabited by the clergyman, 
the schoolmaster, the miller, Jhe -carpenter, the 
mason, "the blacksmith, the weaver, the tanner, 
the shoemaker, the butcher, and the baker, and 
by as many of each of these professions as the 
demands of the community required. 

The separation of employments, however, 
would not be complete. In parts remote from the 
village, the inhabitants, though chiefly employed 
in agriculture, would occasionally do the work 
of the carpenter, the mason, and the blacksmith; 
and the operations of baking, brewing and dress* 
making would be performed in the family, chiefly 
by the females.. This jimction of employments 
takes place, partially, in communities pretty far 
advanced, at a distance from towns. It has not 
yet entirely ceased in some remote districts of 
Scotland, though it is fast wearing away. 
. For the smaller society we supposed the 
operations of agriculture performed by manual 
kbour, as that appeared sufficient in their cir- 
cumstances, and all that was attainable. We 
may now expect them to procure some labour* 
ii^ cattle by importation or otherwise. Though 
ft few of these only were obtained at first, they 
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would, by proper care, increase rapidly, and 
supersede manual labour in such agricultunil 
aperalidns as they coidd be employed in. The 
plough, from its superior efficacy, would confine 
the spade to the operations of the garden/ 
These animals, being also employed for car«» 
riages and riding, would facilitate communiea^ 
tbn between different parts of the settlement 

Some other accessions may take j^ce at thii 
dkage of society, or when it becomes a little 
more numerous* l^ere are now some conif* 
modities to exchange, and the retail shopkeeper 
may become a useful member for their dis* 
tribulipn. His shop, therefore, finds a place in 
tile village^ There is not yet much occasion for 
a circulating medium^ yet money might find its 
Way* Previous to the introduction oi the pre* 
cioud metals, the value of commodities would 
be estimated by reference to a bushel of com, 
or 6ome other commodity selected for that pur^ 
]k>8e. 

In a very small community there is not much 
inequality of circumstances. But this insinu- 
ates itself, and expands with the increase o£ 
ntnnbers. Some men consume, almost imme^ 
diately, all that they earn, wfaHe others lay up for 
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fi^tnr%., Thw^ is. uqt tlt^ s^me variety pf wnj* 
^ mveating saivings, u* ^^ sfe^g^^ pf wcwty ^^ 
ar^now coiisideriog, as iu 9 mf^re a4v$^nced Q^r 
y^t they are ^at entirely wimting. Th^. incres^ 
of flpQliS ^4 herds is one of the r^iest. Th^ 
jsa^qhsmc may acquire more complete machi-^^ 
^ery, and all may acquire better houses and fm> 
niture, or lay up a share of materials fqx private^ 
i^se* 

At the h^gin^ing of the settlemewt, land had. 
no exchangeable yalue^ as every man had accesa 
to as much as he could cultivate. Now, though h^ 
m^y ^tiU have a sufficiency of land by removing 
ip. a distance, there are many wcumstftncw 
which render a residenpe u^ar the centre of thp? 
(settlement degjrable, and a person who has p^c- 
quired property of any kind may be willing tQ 
give a part, in order to a temporary or perm^ 
i]fent possession of land in the mo^t eligible part 
qf tlie settlement. HjenQe land thus situated, 
acquires an excha.ngeable value, Itb^U^omesft 
subject for sale, or m^y be let foi- an ^nual 
rent. 

A medical man would no\v be required, and 
wpuld lind employnient. As this, ^m^ com- 
munity could not contain w establishment fit to 
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give him the requisite education, he must be 
brought from some country in a state of further 
adyancement. He will exercise jointly the 
several branches of the profession, — ^medicine, 
surgery, pharmacy. If he have some knowledge 
of natural history, especially geology and mine- 
ralogy, he will prove a most useful member of 
the community. 

It would be well, if, at this period, we could 
keep clear of the alehouse ; but it is not unlikely 
it may intrude itself into some corner dF the 
village. 

Every enlargement that renders society more 
complex is apt to occasion differences in regard 
to property, and though it might be hoped there 
would be few or no heinous crimes, yet offences 
deserving punishment might sometimes be com- 
mitted. When the community becomes too 
niunerous to assemble collectively, it would 
delegate one or more of its most respectable 
members to exercise the functions of a magis- 
trate, probably for a year, or other limited time, 
to be succeeded by others elected in the same 
manner. The duties of these magistrates woidd 
be within the reach of men of sound understand- 
ing and probity. As there is no complex system 
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of laws, no special education would be required, 
and there would be no occasion for the separate 
profession of a lawyer. The excellent nKxie of 
trial by jury is likely to be had recourse to. 

C. — ^The community^ continuing to increase, 
will, in progress of time, amount to one himdred 
tiiousand persons, and occupy an extent of terri- 
tory answering to one of our counties. The 
dirision of labour will now be carried farther. 
The occupations of the blacksmith, the farrier, 
the nailer, the cutler, the coppersmith, the tin- 
man, and the plumber, will be exercised by 
dtferent persons. So will those of the house- 
carpenter, the joiner, the cartwright, the sawyer, 
and the turner. Other employments will be 
subdivided in the same manner. 

Another distinction will now take place, that 
of master and journeyman. In a small com- 
munity, every mechanic is an independent work- 
man : but now, the machinery being more com- 
plex, and many employments being carried on 
with more advantage on a large scale, they can 
only be carried on by persons who possess the 
requisite capital, and other tradesmen are ob- 
liged to engage as journeymen with such 
masters. 

The want of capital is not the only circum 
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Qtenee that induoes tradesmen to eiagage m 
jcrnxneymen* They have generally more o^r*^ 
tainty of obtaming constant employment by doing 
so. An independent Uaoksmith or carpenter 
uiight be frequently out of work. By engaging 
with ft maister in extensive businessi he i^ 
geneiraUy sure of constant emjdoyment for a 
ccmsiderable time^ and he prefers this certainty 
though he gives his labour for something less. 
Still, however, there will be a considerable 
number of independent workmen in occupaticms 
of a simpler kind« 

One of the most valuable improvements whi^ 
may take j4aee in this stage of society, is the 
fivging of metals. The cqiarations of mining, 
smelting, and forming the various articles for 
which metals furnish the materials, and con- 
structing the requisite apparatus, could not be 
undertaken till the society became considerably 
numerous. The operations of the glass-house, 
and the potter's kiln, may also now be in« 
troduced. 

Men have now learned to penetrate into th^ 
depths of the earth in search of hidden treasure. 
They will meet with fossil coal, if there be any 
in the country. 

Agriculture, in 9. small society, is limited to 
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the cultiva4ioii of plants required for food« Ik 
wiMl now become n^ore Taried» and applied to 
whatever plants contribute in any way to humaa 
c^mifOEt. Fruits of various kindis will be raised 
in the gardens, vineyards will be planted^ flax« 
cotton^ tobacco, sugar^ ajod coffee will be cul-* 
tivated as the clinskate suits, and afford the inluiF 
iMtioits a variety of materiak for clothing and 
luxury. 

The water-mill, fonnerly only used for grind- 
ing corn, will now be a^^lied to a variety of 
purposes. We can hardly yet reach the steam- 
engine. 

The extent of land which Ihe conununity now 
occupies will occasicm the erection of new 
villages in different places; and the original 
village, increasing gradually, will assume the 
character of a town. The more ordinary me- 
chanical employments will be carried on in every 
village, but those of a nicer or more intricate 
kind will be confined to the town, or some 
appropriate situation. An easy communication 
between tjbie town and country, that the wares 
c^ the former may be exchanged for the produce 
of the latter, will be an object of general import- 
ance. Highways will be formed, bridges built. 
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and in due time a post-office will be established. 
A printing-press will be set to work^ and a 
newspaper circulated. 

The extension of wealth will lead to the in- 
troduction of several new professions. The 
jeweller, the watchmaker, the bookseller, the 
milliner will find employment. Perhaps some 
of the wealthiest may set up a wheel carriage. 
The coachmaker will be ready to lend his 
services. 

As the church in the town becomes insuffi- 
cient for the enlarged conununity, and too di^ 
tant from the remote parts of the settlement, 
other churches will be built in the principal 
villages. Hence the division of the territorjr 
into parishes. Whether they assume the epis- 
copalian or presbyterian form of church govern- 
ment, the ministers of the diflferent parishes will 
be connected by some common bond of disci- 
pline and government. Schools will be opened 
in the villages, and a school of a superior kind 
in the town. 

D. — ^In process of time the inhabitants increase 
to a million, forming a little kingdom or com* 
monwealth. The division of labour, inequality of 
circumstances, and the introduction of a varietf 
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of emplojrments subservient to luxury, which 
had made considerable progress in the former 
stage, will now be advanced to a higher pitch. 
Steam-engines and machinery of the most com- 
plicated kind will be had recourse to ; navigable 
canals and railways constructed ; and the civil 
engineer added to the list of professional men. 
The former villages will be enlarged into towns, 
and the former town will become a capital. 

The government, whether monarchical, repub- 
lican, or mixed, will become more complicated. 
Local magistrates with limited powers will be 
established in different parts of the country, 
subject, to the control of a superior court in the 
capital. The profession of a lawyer becomes a 
separate one. 

The important but equivocal measure of a 
separation between the civil and military states, 
may now be considered as inevitable. 

In the former stages the profession of the 
elegant arts, and those subservient to luxury, if 
exercised at all, would remain in a feeble condi- 
^tion. Now they will meet with liberal en- 
couragem^it, and this will lead to improvement 
and display of talent The painter, the sculptor, 
the engraver, and the architect, will acquire 
(iistinction ; so will the musician and the actor. 
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A dieatre, And otter places <^ publk amufiement, 
will be opened k the capital, and the performers 
wiH oceasKHially visit the smaUer tmraB, tM 
l^y be supplied by ediers <of their own. 

An university will be estaUished, where in- 
fitractioBS will be given in the several faculties 
^ Aeology, law, medicine, philosophy, and 
ciaB»cal li^sctftur^, mmuftely subdivided into 
their respedtive branches. 

B. — ^The gte*e, if the territory be «a#ciently 
«rtcHBffe, will at last foecoibe a gneat Mtioii, 
perhaps oontaiiiing ten millions of iahabitaivU. 
It is ^reign from out present design io enter 
Into 4he eoHsideration of the rank which such a 
nsEtion is likely t6 assume ammg others ; <s£ its 
treaties, its naval and military exertioa6,^>r evMi 
Its <50mraercial intercourse with them. We 
fnqoke into <^e iiitenial effects of so grest aa 
increase of iiaiidwBrs, — 'what :alterationfi this 
weuM prodttoe on the dbaracter and enjoyments 
«f ti^ diff^ent ckosses 'of lAe society. 

:M the results mentaomed mider tke ibet hsuL 
would ^extend ta tibaw ito ia highw- deguee. .M&- 
dba&icai Iraproveisiente in every branch wmU 
^avenso am^le ^^angie^as seai^oely to leave hoy 
1;lmigm(H-e to desire. ' 

I»ei|uafity of weab& acnd distinction «if station, 
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wMch bid \mm gradually eupmiding with tke 
Mlargement 'of society, will now become exoes^ 
«ve. It isto^e feared feat the vices which 
accompany luxury would prevail among tli^ 
higher ratiks^ aiid that crimes wouid mitttiplf 
maoug the lower ones^ 

The metropolis now becomes a large city. It 
Is liie seat of government, and the ^ace where 
the superior otEmrts of judicature are held. This 
fixes tfhfe tesideiMe^matiiy to it. It is resorted 
to by the wealthy of every description, moi^ ttf 
whom spend a part, and some of tbe«i the wfiole 
^ their time in it, for 1^ sake of 1^ gralti*- 
ficatkmfit It fiords. It is an es&pensive ^uieei sm$. 
^ wages of labour are high; therefore it is Q€t 
4he seat of much manufacture, but it is fiUed by 
numbers, whose em^oymeuls are subservieiit ID 
luxury. It requires a large supply of pr^rvisionis 
and other articles from the coimtry, some of 
which are drawn from remote parts, and as it 
has not an equivalent to give in return, unless 
it be a place of foreign commerce, these are 
paid from the revenue of the wealthy inhabitants, 
from whatever source derived. 

It is the chief seat of liberal arts, the works 
of which are exhibited in its galleries and 
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museums. The manners of polished society are 
carried to the highest pitch of refinement, and 
the opportunities of improving conversation, 
and easy access to books, lead to a diffusion of 
general knowledge, which> though perhaps not 
of the profoundest kind, is both useful and 
agreeable. 

The provincial towns assume the character of 
cities. Some of them become extensive places 
of manufacture, different branches of which are 
established in them, as convenience or accident 
directs. Hence an extensive intercourse be- 
tween different parts of the country, and ina- 
provements in the highways, the railways, the 
canals, the carriages, the posts. Some of the 
cities become the seats of learning — others, 
ike occasional residence of the idle and the 
valetudinary. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

OF commkjice: 

The wealth of a country may be greatly in- 
creased or diminished by its interoomrse with 
other countries. The intercourse of nation with 
nation is either amicable or hostile. We. are at 
present to inquire into the effects of commerce 
upon the public welfare, both in regard to the 
wealth, and the moral, state of society. 

Commerce, according .to some, is a transfer 
of proiperty . in . which the gain . of . one party 
arises from;the loss of another; and in which the 
more artful is enrriched at the ,eipense.of his 
improvident neighbour." Did wealth consist in 
gold or silver/ this opinion .would be Just. : For 
the quantity of these metals which" flows into 
one country must be withdrawn from wdther. 

A system founded upon this . principle long 
prevailed, and. regulated the comniercial laws 
and treaties of nations. -.The sentiments which 
were held as incontrovertible about a century 
ago, will appear froni the following extract, 

T 
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which we have selected on account of its 
brevity. 

" Give me leave to say that neither you, nor 
all your clan of wits can put tog^her so useful 
and commodious a treatise for the welfare of 
your feUowHsubjects, as that which an eminent 
merchant of this city has lately written. It is 
called general maxims of trade, particularly 
applied to the commerce between Great Britain 
and France. 

*' I. That trade whidi exports manufactures 
made of Ihe produce of the country is undoubt«- 
edly good, such as sending abroad our Yorkshire 
doths, Colchester baize, Exeter serge, Norwich 
stuffs, &c., which being made up of British 
wool, as much as these exports amount to> so 
much is the clear gain of the nation. 

'* II. That trade which helps off the con«- 
sumption of our superfluities is also advantage^ 
ous, as the export was of aUum, cc^per, leather, 
tin, lead, coais, &c. So much m the exported 
superfluities amount to, so much also is the clear 
national profit. 

'' in. The importation of foreign materials 
to be manufactured at home^ especially if the 
goods, after being manufactured, are mostly sent 
abroad, is also without doubt very beneficial, as. 
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for instance, Spanish wool, which for that reason 
is exempted from paying any duties. 

" IV. The importation of foreign materials 
to be manufactured by us> although the manu- 
factured goods may be chiefly consumed by us, 
may be also beneficial, especially when the said 
materials are procured in exchange for our 
commodities, as raw silk, gogram, yarn, and 
other goods from Turkey. 

" V, Foreign materials wrought up here into 
such goods a& wotd^d otherwise be imported 
ready manufactured,^is a means of saving money 
to the nation : such is the importation of hemp^ 
flax, and raw silk. It is, therefore, to be won- 
dered at that these commodities are not exempt 
from aU duties, as well as Spanish wool. 

" VI. A trade may be called good, which 
exchanges manufactures for manufactures, and 
conmtiodities for commodities. Germany takes 
as much of our woollen and other goods as we 
do of their linen. By naeans of which numbers 
of people are employed on both sides to their 
mutual advantage. 

" VII. An importation of goods^ bought 
pikii;ly for money, and partly for goods, may be 
of national advant^^e^ if the greater part of 
the commodities, thus imported^ are again ex- 

T2 
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ported, as in the case of East India goods ; and 
in general all imports of goods which are re- 
exported are beneficial to a nation. 

" VIII. The carrying of goods from one 
foreign country to another is a profitable article 
in trade. Our ships are often thus employed in 
Portugal, Italy, and the Levant, and sometimes 
in the East Indies. 

" IX. When there is a necessity to import 
goods which the nation cannot do without, al- 
though such goods are chiefly purchased with 
money, it cannot be accounted a bad trade, as 
our trade to Norway and other parts, from which 
are imported our naval stores and materials for 
building." 
. " But a trade is disadvantageous to a nation, 

*' I. When it brings in things of mere luxury 
and pleasure, which are entirely, or for the most 
part, consumed among us ; and such I reckon the 
wine trade to be, especially when the wine is 
purchased for money, and not in exchange for 
conmiodities. 

" II. Much worse is that Irade which brings 
in a commodity that is not only consumed among 
us, but hinders the consumption of a like 
quantity of our own. As is the importation of 
brandy, which hinders the spending of our ex- 
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tracts of malt and ftiolasses; therefore very 
properly charged with excessive duties* 
' " III. That trade is eminenlly bad which 
supplies the same goods we manufacture our- 
selves, especially if we can make enough of them 
for our own consumption ; and I take this to be 
the case of our silk manufacture, which; with 
great labour and industry, is brought to perfec- 
tion in London, Canterbury, and other places. 

" IV. The importation, on easy terms, of such 
manufactures as are already introduced into a 
country must be of bad consequence, and check 
their progress, as would undoubtedly be the 
«ase of the linen and paper manufactures of 
Britain (which are of late much improved), if 
these commodities were allowed to be brought 
in without paying very high duties*." 
V These maxims exhibit the spirit of the mer- 
cantile system which prevailed at th^it period, 
and was so firmly rooted in the public mind^ that 
any. reasoning in opposition to it would have 
been riejected with disdain. They contain some 
inconrtroyertible truths, vrith a large mixture of 
error, and a portion of spleen against a nation 
considered as our natural enemy. 

The principle on which these maxims are 
* Guardian, No. 170. 
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foonded is, tiiat we should export as much, and 
import as little as we can, in order that there 
may be a large favourable balance; applied to 
the increase of our public wealth. 

Our celebrated nagivation act, and other com- 
mercial laws, were founded on these principles ; 
and, being opposed by similar laws from other 
nations, gave rise to a commercial war, which 
sometimes broke forth into open war, and 
always tended to the obstruction of beneficial 
commerce. 

As this system has been ably refuted by B^* 
Smith and others, and is now not only generaUy 
discarded by the philosopher, but even the legis* 
latures of commercial nations have embraced 
more liberal views, and relaxed much of Iheir 
cumbersome restrictions, it seems rnxneceseary 
at present to enter into a detailed discussion of 
its merits. 

In general we may observe, that exportation 
is only made for the sake of importation. Were 
we to export without importing, we should throw 
our commodities away. If we export a greater 
value than we inpOTt, we throw them partiaitly 
away. If the valt^e in u^e of our exports and 
imports be equal, the advantage of commerce 
would be problematio ; and k is only beneficial 
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If hen the commodities we import afford us ^ 
gre^tter shve of the necessaries and enjoyments 
Qf life tUai^ those which we give in exchange 
for the^l. When this is the case, the vahie of 
our in;ipoii;s, as exhibited in our Qustom-house 
ho^k^, would exceed tjhiat of our exports, if both 
were fajbrly appreciated. 

, A recfpUectiop pf the now acknowledged weak^ 
ne^s of a syi^tem, Jiong held to be incontrovert- 
ible, should lead i^s tp Usten with candour to a 
discussion on other topics, in regard to which 
the puUi^ mwi can hardly yet bear opposition 
to the prevailing Qpinio^8» tfeojagh founded^ 
perhaps^ .09 no better basis than those pow 

Were the opinion of the reciprocity of gaiiji 
'BSid loss in coKnmerce wdl-founded, a philan^ 
thropdst would not be disposed to hold com- 
merce in high esteem, though so condvicted as 
4d pcove ben^cial to his own nation. Jf it only 
Boriches one iiatioii by iQipoverishingyanother^ 
(without a4ding to the ma^is of human enjoyme;nt, 
k deserves np lepeourpgement from him, whose 
aim it is to promote the general good of his 
fellow-Creatures. Yet, even in this view, it would 
•be too rigid to b}ame the merchants who en- 
.gaged in it, oir the st^'tesm^p who prpmoted it 
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Every man and every state is actaated by a 
desire of advancing their own welfare ; and, if 
they pursue this intention without deceit or 
violence, they cannot be blamed. Speculations 
in regard to the general good are involved in 
much obscurity, and there is reason to believe 
that it cannot be more effectually promoted than 
by the concurring efforts of individuals and 
communities, each acting to promote its own. 
^ It is a pleasant theme to vindicate commerce 
upon liberal principles, and hold it forA as pro- 
moting the general welfare of mankind. Sudi 
is its natural tendency, and such in general wfll 
be its consequences, when its direction is not 
prevented by artificial restraints or excitement. 
It can never be considerably or permanently 
beneficial to one nation, unless it be also bene- 
ficial to those with whom it trades; and the 
affluence of nations around us is so far from 
interfering with our own, that it lays the foun- 
dation of a more extensive commerce, and 
furnishes the means of carrying general wealth 
to the utmost pitch which the circumstances of 
human nature admit of. 

The only solid foundation of commerce between 
nations is the diversity of their commodities; 
each bestowing what the other wants, and 
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tiiereby increasiDg their mutual c<xnforts. This 
diversity arises from two sources ; the natural 
diff(»*ence of their climates, and the difference of 
the progress of the inhabitants in useful arts. * 
- The diversity of produce is the most extensive 
and permanent source of commerce. Some 
necessary and many desirable articles can only 
be produced in certain climates, or at least are 
produced in these with so much greater facility, 
Ihat it is expedient other nations should be 
supj^ed from them. By collecting from every 
country the commodities which it furnishes, 
something is added to the real enjoymient of life, 
and much to the gratifications on which habit and 
fashicNi have stamped a value. A~ modem Eng- 
lishman cannot breakfast .comfortably without 
the infusion of a Chinese herb, served up in a 
vessel'from the same counlxy, seasoned with the 
juice of a West Indian reed refined in the me- 
tropolis, and stirred with an iniplement pbtained 
from the mines of Potosi. 
: Although some climates are more liberally 
suppled than others by &e hand of nature, there 
are few that have not s<Hne. articles to give in 
exchange for those they want. The coldest 
inhabited countries are often well supplied with 
wood and usefid metals, and their seas abound 
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with fi^> paiticularlj those kinds from which: 
animal oil is obtainecL When we eirter the 
temperate zones, we meet with a eomitry adapted 
for raising corn and pasturing oxen, sheep* and 
other cattle. At a certain latitude* the rine and 
the olive, and many kinds of delicious fruits* 
arrive at perfection. A little more warmth is 
required for raising cottcm, and rearing the 
insect from whose labour silk is obtained* The 
warmest dimates supply us with sugar* coffee* 
and spices, llie cultivation of the teai^fdmit* 
though it does not require a very warm climate* 
has been hitherto confined to the eastern parts 
of Asia. The exchange of these, and a few 
other commodities, constitutes the greater part 
of modern commerce. 

The other source of commerce is the diversity 
of skill which differ^it nations have acquired m 
particular s»*t8. Ekch nation gives in exchange 
those articles of which it has brought the manu« 
facture to the greatest p^ection. In process of 
time, other nations may acquire that skill in 
which they are at present deficient, and tjbea 
commerce, so far as it arises from this source* 
will be discontinued. 

The interchange of the works of mechanic 
art gives the utmost range to the division of 
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labour. We have already remarked tlie pro- 
gress and utility of that practice. In a large 
nation, it has sufficient scope by internal trade, 
in many articles ; but there are some in which 
it is capable of being carried so far (hat tiie 4o» 
mestic market is insufficient, luad a free com* 
mer^e with the civilized world is requisite for 
its expansion. The English manu£su;tur8 of 
hardware affords a remarkable instance of the 
perfection to which art can be carried, and the 
dieapness with which it can be executed on a 
large scale, when the extent of the market is 
i«ry great 

In these ways the mutual advantages iof com^^ 
inercial nations are promoted. The produce of 
the one, exchanged for the produce of the other^ 
and the manufactures of the one for the manu^ 
factures of the other, afford to both .a greater 
share of all that nature and art can supply* 
Perhaps one nation is so far superior in industry 
and skill, that their commerce is limited to an 
exchange of manufactures for produce. This 
may be beneficial to both nations ; but in dif* 
lesrent ways. The industrious nation receives^ 
as A reward for its labour, a larger share of the 
bounties of nature. The more indolent or un<- 
ddlful partake of the benefit of those arts 
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which they are unable, when in that state, to 
exercise. 

' An admission of these principles will tend to 
remove 'some prejudices which prevail very 
generally on .this subject. 
. The activity of a trading town presents a scene 
that makes a forcible and pleasing impression 
on the unagination ; a large body, of shipping in 
constant motion, arriving from and departing 
for every quarter of the world ; quays and ware- 
houses filled with the productions of every cli- 
niate, and every thing valuable that art can pre- 
pare ; multitudes of men in different ranks of 
life, all active, many thriving; those who conduct 
Ihe operations enjoying affluence and accumulat- 
ing wealth ; the diffusion of merchandise through 
the country by an hundred channels, and the 
spirit of industry excited wherever its influence 
reaches. The impression produced by these 
scenes is corroborated by the information which 
history affords, that mercantile nations have 
generally attained a high degree of wealth and 
population, of strength and energy. Oh the 
^hole, we are led to entertain a high regard for 
commerce, and to believe that too much cannot 
be done for its encouragement. 

The beneBts, however, which commerce be- 
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sMws, extensive as they are, flow from its free 
exertion. It does not bear restraint or direction. 
It does riot even agree with encouragement. Its 
operations must be the result of the'united efforts 
of men voluntarily striving to promote their 
respective interests. If extraneous inducements 
be held forth, they divert it from its proper pur- 
pose, and mar its beneficial tendency ; and it is 
not those points which strike the imagination 
most that constitute its excellence. These are 
effects flowing from, and indicating a system 
highly beneficial; but if separated from their 
proper source, they lose all their value. 

It will throw light on this subject to recur to 
the consideration of the state of commerce in 
the infancy of society, and the advantages which 
resulted from it. As communities increase in 
numbers'and advance in arts, or open an inter- 
course with other communities, their transactions 
become, more' complicated ; but still they are 
animated by the same naotives, and their utility 
is to be estimated by the same principles. . 

A. cultivates a fertile corn farm. B. possesses 
a tract of land fit for pasture, and his herds 
afford him cheese and butter in abundance. ^ G. 
plants an orchard in a favourable exposure. At 
the end of the season they meet and exchange 
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dieir eommoditiet, and eaeh has an ample stora 
of cornj cheese, and fruit. They might have 
raised com and pastured cattle, 'each on his own 
land, but had they done so, their soil being less 
proper for the one or the other, their supply 
would have been less abundant ; and if A. and B. 
had no ground fit for an orchard, they must have 
fetred without fruit, if their intercourse with G. 
had not supplied them. 

D. pastures a flock of sheep, and their wod 
is wrought by his househcdd and villagers into 
doth fit for winter garments. £. cultivates a 
field of flax, and his villagers occupy themselves 
in the manufacture of linen. The several vil- 
lagers soon discover that they will be more comr 
fortably clothed the whole year round, when 
they possess garments of both kinds, and they 
^xchai^ their manufactures for their mutual 
convenience. 

It is not, however, impracticable to raise the 
different materials in the same farm, and manu- 
facture both kinds in the same village. This, 
however, is done to disadvantage, partly beoause 
tibe soil is less adapted to the one purpose or 
ike other, and partly because the inhabitants ar^ 
less skilful in preparing and manufacturing the 
material to which they have not been accustomed. 
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One of these inconveniences. is insurmountable, 
and the other not easily surmounted. They wiU 
therefore confine themselves each to the manu* 
faeture of that material which suits their soU, and 
which they understand best, providing they have 
access to exchange their comcnodities. 

But if a superior should impose a tax upon 
thfii goods thus exchanged, this must discourage 
<he commerce, and tnay put a stop to it. The 
villagers^ accustomed to the joint use of linen 
and woollen garments, will raise materials for 
both, and manufacture them the best way they 
can. Their labour is employed to disadvantage ; 
but the loss which this occasions may be less 
than the burthen imposed on their intercourse. 
T^is is a miisapplication of labour, produced by 
4 measure designed for the profit of the superior, 
who oppresi^s the villagers, and loses his aim. 

In order to convey ttie goods between the 
village a highway may be wanted. Perhaps 
they are separated by rugged mountains, and 
^e making of the highway is a work of much 
difficulty. The expense it requires will be 
balanced against the advantages expected from 
it. The villagers may, perh^s, act a wiaei* 
part, in making the most, eadi of their own 
industry, rather than opening a communication 
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tbat costs so dear, o The labour of the under- 
taking may be more .than the additional labour^ 
which would jprocure among themselves every 
advantage, expected from its afecoiliplishment. \ 
. . A benevolent superior, from a desire: of .e'nr 
couraging trade, makes the highway for them. 
Still, if the expense exceed the utility, there is a 
misapplication of labour. The same quantity 
of labour put in motion by the same means, bi!li!l; 
applied*to a different purpose, would have been 
more productive in adding to the stock of wealth. 
This is an .instance of an ill-judged, though wellr 
meant, encouragement, producing a sin\ilar effect 
as the .imposition of an oppressive .burthen. : ; 
The road being completed,' waggons are eirij- 
ployed to convey the goods between the villages, 
warehouses are built for their reception, and 
factors are required to conduct the business. A 
traveller, .who 'passed through the country some 
years before, visits it again, and is gratified with 
the appearance of opulence and activity which 
these objects present. But the road, the wag- 
gons, and the warehouses, do not, in themselves, 
add to the enjoyment of the villagers, nor does 
the gain of the waggoner or warehouseman con- 
stitute any acqiiisition to their wealth. These 
are all burthens on the villagers, tending to lessen 
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the ' fund from which their subsistence and 
accommodation is derived. These burthens, 
indeed, are, or ought to be, liberally re-paid by 
the accommodations afforded. 

If this intercourse be neither compelled nor 
incited by extrapeous motives, it cannot be 
doubted that it is profitable. The villagers will 
not make the highway, employ the waggons, or 
build the warehouses, unless they derive an 
adequate benefit from them. A superior, who 
designs to establish a market, may threaten his 
dependents with his displeasure, unless they fre- 
quent it; he may offer premiums, he may pro- 
mote horse-races, and thus draw the villagers 
together from motives of profit or amusement. 
But when then* resort to the market is owing 
to these motives, its advantages are at least 
equivocal. 

This illustration, however familiar, is instruc- 
tive. It sets the advantages of commerce in their 
true light, and removes the glare produced by 
some of the objects that attend it What is 
true of the highways and waggons, *is no less 
true of tb# quays, the shipping, and all the 
splendid objects and bustle of a mercantile town. 
The expenne of all these is a burthen upon indus- 
try. If tlk^y be executed by compulsion, they 

U 
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may well be accouated pernicious. If rewards be 
held forth to encourage them, there is reason to 
doubt their utility ; but, if they be the natural 
consequences of a free commercial intercourse, 
we may be assured that they contribute to the 
wealth of the community. 

If all commodities could be raised, and all 
kinds of manufeLcture carried on in eyery country 
with equal advantage, all commerce would cease. 
We should, lose our trading towns, with their 
quays and warehouses ; our shipping would dis- 
appear ; our merchants, and all their numerous 
dependents, would be dispersed for want of 
employment; the appearance vof activity which 
arises from trade would be no longer displayed, 
yet the community would be richer. All the 
labour expended upon the shij^ing, warehouses, 
and other appendages of trade, would be applied 
directly to the production of articles which con- 
tribute to human welfare. 

To encourage commerce by any kind of 
bounty is a measure of extreme delicacy, and 
very doubtful tendency. The sums which have 
been expended in this way by trading nations is 
very great: for, besides direct bounties, whieh 
have been granted liberally, we may refer to this 
head the establishment of foreign settlements. 
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the support of garrisons for their defence^ and 
of a navy for the protection of their trade. The 
expense of all these should be defrayed from the 
profits of commerce, and there is no other way 
of putting the advantage of commerce to the 
test, than by loading it with all the expenses 
which it gives occasion to. If it will not bear 
them all, and aflEbrd a profit besides to the mer- 
chant, it cannot be beneficial to the public. It 
will greatly swell this charjge if we include 
that of all the wars waged for controversies 
which the pretence of infractions on commerce 
gives rise to. 

It would be going too far, however, to repro- 
bate bounties as, in every instance, prejudicial. 
If we could stop at the proper bounds, there are 
some cases in which they might be properly 
granted. Prudence may restrain individuals 
from engaging in projects, where the event is 
doubtful, and where bad success would ruiu 
them. Public encouragement may, therefore, 
be needed t6 set new enterprizes a-going, and 
let them have a fair trial. If they succeed, the 
encouragement should be withdrawn; and the 
wealth which they introduce may not only re- 
place to the public what it has contributed to 
their establishment in their infancy, but also 

U2 
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what has been expended by it on other projects 
which have never succeeded. 

When encouragement of this kind is given, 
there is great occasion for discretion in the 
choice of objects. If government give way to 
such applications at all, they are harassed with 
applications from every quarter. Much art is 
used in misrepresenting, and a minister, who 
cannot be a competent judge on every subject, 
is exposed to deception, and induced to grant 
encouragement to projects which do not require 
it, or do not deserve it. A bounty should always 
be limited in point of time. The utmost that 
should be done is to afford the undertaking a 
fair trial, after which, if it will not go on with- 
out the aid of a bounty, it ought to be relin- 
quished. 

Trade supported by a bounty may increase, 
by degrees, and acquire a considerable magni- 
tude: the bounty, of consequence, becomes a 
considerable burthen on the community. Spe- 
cious arguments, however, for its continuance 
are drawn from the success which has attended 
it The shipping, the seamen employed in the 
trade, the capital engaged in it, the industry it 
has put into motion by giving vent to manufac- 
tures or otherwise, the wealth it has introduced. 
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are all displayed in strong colours ; and the con- 
tinuance of the bounty urged by those who are 
interested in the trade. The just inference 
from these premises is, that the trade has al- 
ready had an ample trial under the encourage- 
ment of a bounty, and, if its profits be not delu 
sive, it is well able to subsist without one If 
they be, the country has already paid too dearly. 
Yet, the less the bounty is needed, the more dif- 
ficult it is to withdraw it. The wealthier the 
merchants concerned in it have become, their 
voice is the louder, their influence the more 
powerful, and the magnitude of the object at 
stake lays hold on the public imagination. Great 
caution is, therefore, requisite in the admission 
of a measure which is very difficult to discon- 
tinue when it becomes improper. 

We have thus endeavoured to state the direct 
advantages of trade in increasing wealth. It 
enlarges the comforts of life by introducing the 
productions of other climes. It supplies us 
with those articles in the preparation of which 
other nations excel us on cheaper terms, and it 
encourages those in which we excel them by 
opening a more extensive market, and giving 
room for a more complete division of labour. 
The shipping, and all the other apparatus em- 
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ployed in carrying it on, and the risks necessarily 
incurred, are a burthen on the conununity. The 
gain or loss arising from trade is the excess of 
the one of these above the other. When trade 
is left to itself, if it go on, it must be profitable 
to the public ; for unless it were profitable to 
the merchants, they would leave it ofif ; and the 
gain of individuals is an increase to the public 
wealth. If it be upheld by bounties,, in what- 
ever form, the general eflfects are questionable. 

We have next to direct our attention to a very 
important consequence of trade, distinct from its 
tendency to the accumulation of wealth, namely, 
the moral effects produced on the human cha- 
racter by extending the intercourse of mankind 
with one another. 

To resume our former mode of illustration. 
Let us suppose the lord of a manor establishes a 
market, and draws the neighbouring inhabitants 
to frequent it by means of premiums, horse-? 
races, and the like. Those who resort to it 
carry their commodities along with them for the 
purpose of traffick, and derive some advantage 
from their sale, though not sufficient to defray 
the expense, and recompense the loss of time 
which attendance on the market requires. They 
would not have gone there, had it not been for 
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4he premiams and the horse-races.' '^Villages 
convene from every quarter, add some come 
from a considerable distance. New objects are 
presented to their view ; the circle of their ac- 
quaintance is enlarged, and their spirits enli- 
vened by the scenes which the market presents ; 
and, in the course of their conversation, each 
communicates what he knows, and they return 
home better informed than they came. By fre- 
quenting such meetings they become more acute. 
The objects which they meet inspire new de- 
sires, and stimulate exerticm. In order to gra*- 
tify these desires, they are induced to prosecute 
Ihek former employments more assiduously, or 
to strike out new branches of industry. 

The attentive reader will already perceive 
that we have as yet only drawn the favourable 
^ide of the picture. The habits of idleness and 
intemperance which sucb meetings lead to are 
too common to escape observation, and render 
the general estimation in which they should h6 
held extremely doubtful. 

EiSects of a like kind take place 'In a higher 
degree from the intercourse of nations with 
each other. The arrangements of foreign trade 
require more varied knowledge, and call forth 
tnore exertion of mind thafi domestic transao 
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tions. A merchant must know what commodi* 
ties will suit the demands of every country^ and 
what they can give in return; what the one 
will sell for, and what the other may be bought 
lor. 'Hie sciences of <g6(^aphy and natund 
history are chiefly founded upon the discoveries 
which commerce has led to. The arts of ship- 
building and navigation have chiefly arisen from 
it. Every usefid discovery, in whatever nation 
made, has been rapidly communicated through 
the civilized world. An acquaintance with the 
various manners and characters of different 
nations has enlarged our knowledge of human 
nature, and induced a general liberality of senti- 
ment and manners. 

Moralists assign a peculiar character as con- 
nected with the different professions which man- 
kind embrace in civilized society ; and, though 
Ihere be many exceptions, that character gene- 
rally pervades the profession in some degree. 
The character of a merchant contains many 
estimable points ; diligence, activity, accuracy, 
sobriety. The important virtue of honesty may 
also be ascribed to him. Experience has esta- 
blished the maxim, that a fair character obtained 
by uniform rectitude is the surest way to wealth. 
Hence the merchant's education and habits lead 
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him to be an honeBt.maxi. The minute and 
constant attention which a merchant must give 
to gain and loss seems calculated to induce some 
degree of avarice ; yet many merchants are dis- 
tinguished for liberality. An extensive mer^ 
chant is generally a well-informed man« and su- 
perior to vulgar prejudices. 

In a commercial country the number of mer- 
chants is so great, and the rank which many of 
them hold in society so high, that their character 
and manners have considerable influence on those 
of the whole community. 

A modern merchant, for the most part, has a 
fixed residence in some sea-port town, from 
which he despatches ships laden with his cargoes, 
and carries on his correspondence with mer- 
chants established in a similar manner, in vari- 
ous other countries. In ancient times the mer- 
chant went along with his cargo ; his character 
and that of the voyager were considered as inse- 
parably connected. 

Mercator contra, navem jactantibus austris. 

HORAT. 

The peculiar character of the mercantile voy- 
ager is, in some respects, different from that of 
the resident merchant. His situation requires 
a more enterprising spirit, and more personal 
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fxmrage: perhaps it prefients inducements to 
artful practices not consistent with i that strict 
integrity which generally characterises the esta- 
blished merchant. 

* The tendency of commerce, as it is conducted 
betwc»en civilized nations, is» in many respects, 
favourable to the improvement of the human 
character ; and nothing that can be adduced on 
the opposite side is sufficient to coimtorbalance 
its beneficial influence. We are not.. so confi- 
dent that this can be affirmed in regard to the 
commerce which takes* {dace between a country 
advanced in arts, and one which is in a simple, 
or,BS we term it, a savage state. 
' We may draw a pleasant picture of the mutual 
advantages which such a commerce might afford ; 
— ^the communication of useful artstand induction 
of civilized' manners, on i the * one side, and the 
acquisition of useful commodities and- disposal 
of spare ones, cm the other, accompanied with an 
addition to the knowledge of nature,>and of man- 
kind. When we consult history, we find that 
this picture has been seldom realized, and that 
one of Very different features generally presents 
itself. 

The power which- art and int^igenee confer 
is so^reat, that ft hatidfuLof eolomBts from a 
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civilized natipn is sufficient to subdue a tribe of 
rude natives, and a consciousness of this superi* 
ority has generally kindled the passions of awt- 
r^ce and ambition, and supplanted every princi- 
pie of justice and humanity. Accordingly we 
find that wherever the nations of Europe have 
established settlements in coyiitries in a compa- 
rative state of rudeness, the natives have been 
subjected or exterminated, sometimes with cir- 
cumstances, of shocking treachery and barbarity. 

It gives some relief to the painful feelings 
which these facts excite, to find that the voyages 
of discovery undertaken during the last and pre- 
sent reign have been conducted in a very dif- 
ferent spirit, and measures embraced for com- 
municating the benefits of civilization to the 
countries visited by our navigators ; and that 
these attempts have been, in a considerable de- 
gree, successful. 

Among the advantages of commerce, the sup- 
ply of manufactures to foreign nations is gene- 
rally estimated to hold a principal place. This 
gives a means of investing capital, and furnishes 
employment to a numerous population, and dif- 
fuses a spirit of industry through the community. 
These advantages, in no case to be slightly 
valued, may, in particular states of society, be 



Digitized by 



Google 



300 OF COMMKRCB. 

very important : they are remarkably so at present 
in Britain ; yet even with us internal commerce is 
a superior object. Home consumption affords a 
more ample source of employment than forei^ 
trade, and a more certain one. It may be car- 
ried so far in a large and industrious nation as 
to render it, in a great measure, independent of 
foreign conmierce* 

The conunerce of Britain at present is, per- 
haps, the most extensive that any age or nation 
has ever attained, and cannot fail to have the 
most powerful influence on the public welfare* 
The following statements, taken from the official 
returns for the years ending 5th January, 1826, 
1827, and 1828, will give a view of the present 
state of our trade, and assist us in forming a 
judgment of the advantages derived from it 
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Baw produce 

Manufactures for Clothings . . . 
Manufactures from Metals . . . 
Manufactures of Wood, Leather, &c 

Articles not specified . . . .. 
Shillings and Pence . .... 








• - Sugar, refined • . 
Soap and Candles 
Painters' Colours 
Saltpetre. . . , . . 
Beer and Ale * . 
Horses . . . 
Whalebone ... . 
Train Oil . . 
Tol^acco and Snu£f 
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OF COMMERCE. 



FOREIGN and COLONIAL MERCHANDIZE exported 
from Britain to Foreign Parts, in the years ending 5th 
January 1826, 1827, and 1828, at the Official Valuation* 



Abticles obtained chibplt 
rROM Amibican Colonies. 

Coffee 

Cotton Wool 

Sugar 

Rum 

Cochineal 

Logwood 

Cocoa. ... 

Tobacco 

Cod Fish of Newfoundland. . 
Pimento ; . 



Articles chtbflt obtained 
FROM the East Indies. 



Cotton Manufactures. 

Indigo. 

Pepper ...... 

Silk Manufactures . . 

Saltpetre 

Cinnamon . • . • . 
Tea 



Spices, yiz. — Cassia, Cloves, ) 
Mace, and Nutmegs. . . 5 



Rice 



5tb Jsnaary, 
1826. 



£. 
1,708,621 

1,160,201 

605,751 

437,975 

106,844 

95,798 

55,293 

54,848 

48,847 

39,616 



4,313,794 



818,634 
741,953 
180,787 
144,538 
113,254 
. 100,106 
67,531 

57,852 



2,277,550 



5th Janaarj, 

1827. 



£, 
1,987,589 

1,663,393 

751,837 

416,775 

86,669 

82,008 

62,255 

191,466 

36,636 

43,602 



5,322,230 



591,562 
836,675 
288,647 
105,205 
111,802 
86,101 
42,123 

137,382 

40,391 



2,239,888 



5th Janoaiy, 



1,841,048 

1,517,946 

645,255 

486,479 

164,098 

99,761 

113,194 

240,736 

34,902 

60,921 



5,204,340 



673,371 
591,405 
221,533 
221,614 
111,542 
89,923 
38,249 

91,876 

52,310 



2,094,825 



* The values are taken from the Finance Accounts, 5th January 1828, in 
which those of the two former years are repeated. The value given in the 
Accounts for 5th January 1826 and 1827, are not all exactly the same, 
but the differences are not considerable. 
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MlASELLANCOUS ArtICLCS. 

Spelter 

Wine 

Braody 

Silk, paw and thrown. . . . 

Hides . . . 

Iron in Bars . 

Geneva . . , 

Corn and Flour ...... 

Lead, Pig 

Wool 

Woollen Manufectures . . . 
Skins and Furs •..,,, 

Raisins 

Ashes 

Copper, wrought & unwpought 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Cortex Peruvianus .... 

Flax . . 

Olive Oil ! i ! 

Fustic. . • , 

Silk Manufactures of Europe. 

Barilla r . 

Hemp 

Currants 

Annotto ♦ , . 

Linen .....,,.,, 

Train Oil , . . 

Arat. of Miscellaneous Articles 
Articles chiefly obtained from > 

American Colonies . . . ^ 
Articles chiefly obtained from ) 

East Indies ) 

Articles not specified. . . . 
Shillings and Pence .... 

Total Foreign and Colonial ^ 
Merchandize exported. . 5 

Produce and Manufactures of | 
United Kingdoms exported > 
from Britain J 

Total Exports from Britain, ) 
except to Ireland. ... J 
Exports from Ireland. . . . 



5th Jan. 1826. 



Produce and Manufactures 
of United Kingdoms ex- 
port»d from Ireland. . . 

Foreign & Colonial Merchan- ; 
diz6 exported from Ireland [ 



305,614 

190,340 

175,326 

139,400 

136.202 

87.724 

85,739 

77,257 

54.823 

46,662 

46,562 

43,412 

39 494 

36,129 

29,935 

29,915 

22,878 

16,087 

15,855 

9,541 

9,219 

5,360 

3,871 

3,542 

3,309 

2,459 

1,080 

1,617,735 

4,313,794 

2,277,550 

946,201 
25 



5th Jan. 1827. 



9,155,305 
46,453,021 



55,608,326 
711,856 



56,320,182 



697,667 
14,189 



711,856 



409,156 

186,817 

115,050 

228,296 

103,554 

29,527 

55,923 

41,408 

27,700 

. . 61,111 

11,607 

45,303 

40,^961 

26,578 

131,640 

31,673 

19,881 

18,991 

, . 48,825 

14,253 

21,661 

2,855 

2,564 

17,606 

3,896 

24,778 

2,473 

1,724.037 

5,322,230 

2,239,888 

780,274 
23 



5th Jan. 1838. 



10,066,502 
40,332,854 



50,399,356 
642.666 



51,042,022 



632,882 
9,783 



642,666 



£. 

346,428 

268,041 

176,052 

38,430 

33,820 

44,988 

69,871 

119,350 

34,233 

53,359 

9,628 

50,472 

. 23,283 

35,252 

79.71*3 

14,722 

26,017 

13,390 

27,488 

6,826 

19,993 

374 

26,160 

6,753 

6,935 

19,095 

2,730 

1,553,398 

5,204,340 

2,094,825 

953.661 
23 



9,806,247 
51,276,448 



61;082,695 
967,312 



61,050,007 



942,832 
24,480 



967,312 
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OP OOMirBRCE. 



IMPORTS into %itain from all Places, except Ireland, in the Years 
(ending 5th Jan.) 1826, 1827, and 1828, at the Ofa^ial Value. 



Useful Provisions. 

Corn, Onin, Meal, aad Flour 

Butter 

Cheese 

Fish of NewfoundlAnd . . . 

Smalls 

Riee 

Luxmuss. 
Sugar. ......... 

Coffee •«.•••••• 

Tea 

Wine 

Spirits — Rum 

Brandy 

Geneva 

Amount of Spirits. . . 

Spicet-— Pepper. . . . • • 
Cinnamon. . . . . 

Mace • 

Pimento 

Cassia ...... 

Nutmegs 

Cloves 

Anount of Spices. . . 

Frtti(*«-Curraat8 . . . . . 

Raisins. . . . . . 

Lemons and Oranges 

Almonds 

Figs 

Juniper Berries. . . 

Amount of Fruits . . . 

Molasses 

Cocoa 

Total Luxuiies . . . 



5th Jan. 1896^ 



1,128,341 

398,080 

331,660 

62,184 

10,770 

61,283 



1,992,318 



5,055,655 
3,237,980 
2,934,571 
1,178,930 



342,893 

246,709 

30,869 



620,471 



92,013 
85,128 
45,227 
40,223 
39,674 
36,694 
23,038 



361,997 



131,803 

121,831 

56,036 

15,566 

14/41 

7,256 



347,233 

236,116 

72,369 



14,045,322 



5th Jan. 1837. 



2,117,390 

273,326 

258,977 

• 48,616 

4,116 

87,702 



2,790,125 



5)602,844 

2^569,245 

2,984,040 

786,440 



416,447 

199,534 

18,243 



634,224 



234,976 
31,297 
74,359 
40,302 
40,067 
67,740 
70,087 



558,828 



89,166 
139,591 
69,158 
14,487 
13,985 
12,300 



338,687 

192,598 

49,961 



13,716,867 



5th Jan. 18S8. 



1,994,214 

291,579 

272,625 

26,942 

10,074 

143,691 



2,739,125 



5,328,114 

2,945,023 

3,974,523 

867,545 



497,207 

236,788 

19,100 



753,095 



151,641 
253,488 
14,246 
57,891 
31,194 
14,971 
63,346 



686,777 



151,766 
88,109 
66,259 
28^26 
13,910 
21,865 



370,035 
261,447 
103,264 



15,189,923 
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ARTICLES i«-exported. 


Corn 

Butter. . • .,...; 
Cheese 

Smalls 


5th Jan. 1826. 


5th Jan. 1837. 


5th Jao. 18fl8. 


7r,267 

48,847 
52,895 


£. 

41,408 

36,636 
40,391 


£. 

119,350 

34,902 
52,310 


Rice 


dugar • . 


178,999 


lia,435 


206,560 


605,751 

1,708,621 

67,531 

190,340 

437,975 

175,326 

85.739 

180,787 
100,106 
15,261 
39,616 
27,806 
11,566 
3,219 

3,542 
39,494 

55,293 


751,837 

1,987,589 

42,123 

186,817 

416,775 

115,050 

65,923 

288,647 
86,101 
48,524 
43,602 
34,778 
25,863 
28,217 

17,606 
40,961 

62,255 


645,255 

1,841,048 

38,249 

268,041 

486,479 
176,052 
69,871 

221,533 
89,923 
30,179 
60,921 
42,769 
11,501 
10,429 

6,753 
23,283 

113,194 


Coffee 


Tea 


Wine 


Spirits— Rum 

Brandy 

Geneva 

Apices— Pepper 

Cinnamon 

Mace 

Pimento 

Cassia 

Nutmega « . . . . 
•Cloves 

limits— Curranto 

Raisins 

Lemons and Oranges 

Almonds 

Figs 

Juniper Berries . . 

ItotasMS* «.'...» 4 ^ 


Cocoa 


3,747,973 


4)232,668 


4,135,480 



X2 
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OP COMMERCE. 



IMPORTS into Britain, &c.— conftnwrf. 


M ATBRIAU FOH MANUFACTURE. 

Cotton Wool 

Flax 


6th Jan. 1896. 


5th Jan. 18S7. 


5th Jaa. 18Sa 


7,405,618 
2,078,844 
1,436,606 
1,437,336 
491,024 
41,355 


£. 

5,726,997 

1,346,802 

478,419 

1,060,344 

398,054 

22,965 


8,963,688 
1,786,304 

883,785 
1,524,568 

463,240 
31,407 


Sheep»sWool 

RawSUk 

Hemp 

Rags for Paper 

ArTICLBI ACCISSORT TO MAND- 
FACTURB. 

Dye Stuffs, viz ^^Indigo. . . 
Madder . . 
Logwood . 
Cochineal . 
Fustic. . , 
Shumach • 
Annotto • • 

Amount Dye Stuffs . . 
Ashes, Pearl and Pot. . . . 
Barilla 


12,890,783 


9,t)31,581 


13,652,992 


895,959 

572,316 

245,112 

242,738 

51,835 

30,534 

25,578 


1,084,749 

330,391 

114,768 

156,625 

32,844 

14,585 

10,824 


801,393 

451,086 

124,501 

255,871 

35,896 

23.878 

40,211 


2,064,072 

313,958 

65,910 


1,744.786 

275,582 

83,353 


1,732,836 
168,747 
159,296 


Articles partially m anufao 

TUBSD. 

Thrown Silk 

Linen Yarn 

AbTICLIS rULLT MANUFAC- 
TURBD. 

' Cotton Manufactures of India 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Silk Manufactures of India . 
Silk Manufactures of Europe 
Woollen Manufactures . . . 
Linen 


2,443,940 


2,103,721 


2,060,879 


928,245 
326,130 


212,146 
142,565 


555,490 
181,343 


1,254,375 


354,711 


737,033 


371,994 
40,663 

147,883 
42,763 
61,175 
34,827 


449,796 

40,090 

275,525 

170,399 

27,839 

• • 88,783 


273,097 

39,100 

176,209 

379,665 

42,659 

67,695 


Metals. 
Spelter ..••..... 


699,305 


1,052,432 


978,425 


577,792 

380.096 

226,526 

92,459 

46,743 


241,984 
• -38,284 

126,620 
13,700 
66,152 


299,986 

176,652 

180,439 

32,456 

40,904 


Quicksilver 

Iron, in Bars 

Lead, Fig . , 

Copper, unwrdught .... 


1,323,616 


486,740 


730,437 
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]tfAnm*M-VOa MANUPACrtHtK. 

Cotton Wool ....... 

Flax •. . 


5tli Jan. 1826. 


5th Jan. 1887. 


5th Jan. 18S8. 


1,160,201 
16,087 
46,662 

3,871 


1,663,393 
18,991 
61,111 

2,564 


£. 
1,517,946 
13,390 
53,359 

26,160 


Sheep's Wool 

Raw Silk 

Hemp 

Rags for Paper 

Articles accvssory to manu- 

PACTURB. 

Dye Stuffs, viz.— Indigo. . , 
Madder . . 
Logwood. . 
Cochineal . 
Fustic. . , 
Sbumach . 
Annotto . . 

Amount Dye Stufis . . 
Ashes, Pearl and Pot. . . . 
Barilla 


1,226,821 


1,746,059 


1,610,855 


741,953 

95,798 

106,844 

9,541 

3,309 


836,675 

82,008 
86,669 
14,253 

3,896 


591,405 

99,761 

164,098 

6,825 

6,935 


957,445 

36,129 

5,360 


1,023,501 

26,578 

2,855 


869,024 

35,252 

374 


Articlbs partially manupac- 

TURSD. 

Thrown Silk ....... 

Linen Yam. 

Articles pullt mamupac- 

TURED. 

Cotton Manufactures of India 
Cotton Manufactures of Europe 
Silk Manufactures of India . 
Silk Manufactures of Europe. 
Woollen Manufactures . . . 
Linen .... 


998,934 


1,052,934 


904,650 


139,400 


. 228,296 


38,430 


818,634 

29,915 

144,538 

9,219 

46,562 

2,459 


591,562 
31,673 

105,205 
21,661 
11,607 
24,778 


673,371 
14,722 

221,614 

19,993 

9,628 

19,095 


Metals. 
Spelter 


1,051,327 


786,486 


958,423 


305,614 

87,724 
54,823 
29,935 


409,156 

29.527 

27,700 

131,640 


346,428 

44^988 
34,233 
79,713 


Quicksilver 

Iron, in Bars • 

UaJ, Pig 

Copper, unwrought .... 


478,096 


598,023 


505,362 
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OP COMMKRCJS. 





MUCILLANIODS ArTICLBS. 

Ttllow 


5thJaiul8|6. 


ftthJan. 18^. 


SthJao. 1888. 


£. 
1,180,205 

978,708 

145,079 

876,362 

639,110 

444,673 

371,575 

336,109 

198,649 

156,048 

139,210 


866,973 
738,413 
184,265 
558,507 
640,634 
347,207 
242,468 
242,709 
105^25 
117,964 
81,315 


£. 
1,249,800 

658,376 

. 175,903 

423,789 

742,718 

407,558 

308,645 

314,093 

158,335 

98,965 

144,781 


Wood, various kinds .... 

Mahognny 

Hides 

Oils 

Seeds 


Tobacco 


Skins and Furs 

Bark, oak and cerktrae • . 
Qums • • • . 


Turpentine 

Drugs, yiz. 

Cortex Peruvianus 

Rhubarb 


5>465,728 


4,126,180 


4,682,963 


35,794 
33,046 
19,582 
9,645 
7,454 
7,330 
6,758 
4,046 


15,566 
70,007 
21,797 
32,600 

3,061. 

6,458 
62,774 

1,310 


48,211 

57,609 

22,467 

41,121 

2.847 

7,782 

7,203 

^616 


Isinglass 

Liquorice 

Bark, Quercitron 

Jalap 


Borax 

Camphire 

Brimstone 

Pitch andTar 

Whale Pins 

Saltpetre 

Cork 


123,595 


213,573 


191,856 


100,193 
91,322 
66,617 
58,582 
41,837 
37,745 
36,202 
27,937 


119,431 
116,177 
64,754 
78,701 
33,247 
21,793 
26,966 
19,528 


102,705 

139,107 

119,162 

121,117 

45,282 

43,271 

20,204 

38,068 


Bristles . 


Elephants* Teeth 

Bee«'*«ax 


6,049,758 


4,820,290 


5,603,735 
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ARTICLES ve^xparM-'-^somHmimL 



M18CKLLANBOUS Articlbs. 

Tallow 

Wood, various kinds . . . 
Mahogany • . • • 

Hides . . . 

Oils 

Seeds 

Tobacco 

Skins and Furs ..... 
Bark, oak and cork tree . 

Qums .... 

Turpentine 

OaudSy viz. 

Cortex Peruvianus .... 

Rhubarb,* 

Isinglass . » 

Liquorice . » 

Bark, Quercitron . . . . 

Jalap ... * 

Borax. •.»...•• 
Camphire •*..... 

Brimstone ... ... 

Pitch and Tar • 

Whale Fins 

Saltpetre • « 

Cork 

Bristles 

Elephants' Teeth . . . . 
Bees* -wax 



ftth Jan. 1886, 



£. 



136,202 
16,936 

54,848 
43,412 



22,878 



113,254 



387,530 



5tbJaB.1897. 



£. 



103,554 
51,299 

191,466 
45,303 



19,881 



111,802 



523,305 



6thJatt.l8S8; 



33,820 
30,213 

240,736 
50,472 



26,017 



111,542 



492,800 
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OP COmBRCB. 



ABSTRACT OP IMPORTS. 


Abstbaot or Imfovts. 


5lhJaB.18K. 


SthJaa. iaS7. 


5thJaii. 18S8. 


£. 


£. 


£. 


Useful Provbioo$ 


1,992,318 


2,790,125 


2,739,125 


Luxuries 


14,045,322 


13,716,867 


15,189^23 


Materials for Manufacture. . 


12,890,783 


9,031,581 


13,652,992 


Articles accessory to Manu- > 
facturet { 


2,443,940 


2,103,721 


2,060,879 


Articles partially nauufactured 


1,254,375 


354,711 


737,033 




699,305 


1,052,432 


978,425 


Metals 


1,323,616 


486,740 
4,820,290 


730,437 
5,503,735 


Miscellaneous Articles . . . 


6,049,758 


Articles not specified. . . . 


1,961.497 


1,682,448 


1,875,156 


ShUIings and Pence .... 

Total Imports into Britain,) 
except from Ireland . . . ) 


40 


36 


42 


42,660,954 


36,038,951 


43,467,747 


Imports mto Ireland .... 

Total Imports into United 1 
Kingdoms f 


1,547,853 


1,647,162 


1,420,027 


44,208,807 


37,686,113 


44,887,774 


Of which re exported. . . . 
Used in the United Kingdoms 

Imports fiom Ireland to Britain 

> 


9,169,494 


10,076,286 


9,830,728 


35,039,313 


27,609,827 


36,057,046 


6,544,575 
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ABSTRACT OP ARTICLES RE-EXPORTED. j 


Articlis Rb-ixpobtid. 

Useful ProvUions 

Luxuries* •••••••• 


5fli Jan. 1896. 


5th Jan. 1887. 


5th Jan. 1898, 


£. 
178,999 

3,747,973 

1,226^21 

998,934 

lao^^oo 

1,051,327 

478,096 

387,530 

946,201 

24 


£. 
118,435 

4,232,668 

1,746,059 

1,052,934 

^8,296 
786,486 
598,023 
523,305 
780,274 
22 


£. 
206,562 

4,135,480 

1,610,856 

904,650 

38,430 
958,423 
505,362 
492,800 
953,661 
24 


MstefuOsrorlfuiaiactura. . 

Articles accessory to Manu. ) 
factures ....... > 

Articles fully manufactured . 
Metab 


Miscellaneous Articles . . . 
Articles not specified. . . . 
Shillings and Pence .... 

Amount of Articles re -ex- < 
ported from Britain . • . ; 

Articles re-exported from ) 
Ireland '• • • 5 

Articles re-exported from ) 
United Kingdoms ... 5 


9,155,305 
14,189 


10,066,502 
9,784 


9,806,247 
24,481 


9,169,494 


10,076,286 


9,830,728 
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It appears from these statements^ that the 
quantity of raw produce exported is inconsider- 
able. The great mass of our exports consists of 
manufactured goods, the production of our in- 
dustry, a considerable part of them from foreign 
materials. Of these, articles for clothing form 
the far greater part ; cotton, woollen, linen, and 
silk manufactures, the first and last entirely, 
tiie others partially, from imported materials. 
Woollen manufactures were formerly the most 
considerable branch. Now those from cotton 
have risen to an unmense magnitude ; the 
amount of these exported exceeding all our other 
exports together. That of linen is less consi- 
derable than any of the former, and the quantity 
imported from Ireland into Britain (not included 
in the foregoing statements) is nearly equal to 
that exported to foreign countries. The next to 
these in amount are articles formed of iron, and 
other metals, the material of which was formerly 
for the greater part imported, but is now almost 
entirely supplied by our own forges. We also 
re-export a large quantity of colonial produce 
imported. 

In return for these and some miscellaneous 
articles, we receive, besides materials for manu- 
factures, a few necessary articles, which our own 
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country does not supply, aad a large amount of 
luKuries, of which sugar, colBFee, tea, spirits, and 
wine, form the greater part. The consumptioa 
of the last is confined to the rich; that of the 
other pervades, in some degree, every rank of 
society. The quantity of foreign manufactures 
imported is very small. 

The most striking circumstance that presents 
itself to our attention, upcm reviewing the fore- 
going statements, is the great excess in the 
ofGicial value of the exports above the imports. 
We exported, in the first of these years, to the 
value of fifty'-five millions, in the next fifty mil- 
lions, and the last sixty-one millions. Our 
imports were valued at forty-4wo millions, thirty- 
six millions, and forty-three millions; and there 
was. a similar excess in the estimated value of 
our exports above that of our imports, for a long 
course of years preceding. This leads us to 
inquire, in what manner, and for what purpose^ 
we give away this surplus of exports. In time 
of war it is easily accounted for, by our foreign 
belligerent expenses, and the subsidies we pay to 
eur allies. In time of peace the cause is not ao 
obvious. 

According to the doctrine of the old school, 
this eyu^em of expoirtation is a desirable mattera 
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It gives us what was termed a favourable ba- 
lance, and being supposed paid in the precious 
^Vietals, by increasing the quantity of these, 
formed an addition to our national wealth. This 
doctrine now does not require refutation. 

Without undertaking to develop the whole 
of this mystery, the following circumstances 
appear to have considerable weight, and to 
account, at least in part, for the great and per<- 
manent superiority of our exports. 

Although our warlike operations have been 
discontinued, at least in Europe, for a good 
many years, we still keep a large military ests^ 
blishment in our colonies, and occasionally in 
other services* The other expenses of our nume- 
rous colonies are very great, and only a small part 
of them is defrayed by any revenue raised in 
the colonies. The expense of our establishment 
for convicted criminals in New South Wales 
forms a pretty large article. The expense of 
our embassies at foreign courts is considerable. 
Some of these may be paid in the first instance 
by money, or bills of exchange ; but all of them 
must be idtimately paid by the export of com*- 
modities. 

We may next reckon the sums remitted to 
British subjects resident abroad. Since the 
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peace, the number of such absentees, now resid- 
ing in France and other foreign countries, some 
of them transiently, many of them permanently, 
owing to the greater cheapness of living abroad, 
has been very considerable, and their expenditure 
is also supplied in the same manner, and a small 
part only of this is recompensed by the expen- 
diture of foreigners in this country. 

The amount of goods clandestinely imported 
is another countercharge against our exports. 
This was formerly very great, and though now, 
by the amendment and better execution of our 
laws against smuggling, it is much diminished, 
enough still remains to have a sensible influence. 

Since the peace large sums have been furnished 
in Britain towards foreign loans, and for car* 
rying on speculative undertakings in foreign 
countries. 

The amount of British funded debt held by 
foreigners is not now very great, but whatever 
it be, the dividends remitted to foreign fund- 
holders must be taken into account. 

Lasdy, we may notice, that, as Britain pos- 
sesses no mines of the precious metals, an annual 
supply will be required to replace the waste of 
our coin, by wear and other accidents, though 
no addition be made to the quantity of our 
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metallic eireulatiiig medium, and alaei to mtmet 
the other purposes to which these metals are 
applied. Gold and silver do not form any part 
of the imports exhibited in our official returns. 

Such are the circumstances that occur to us 
at present, as accounting for the excess of our 
exports above our imports. We may have 
omitted some, and we suspect, after all, that 
there is something in the manner in which the 
values are estimated in the official accounts, that 
renders them not altogether a just standard for 
exhibiting the real state of our trade. 'We 
cannot overlook, that, in some articles of foreign 
and c<donial merchandize, the quantity exported 
for a course of successive years is greater than 
that imported. It belcHigs to those who have 
the management of this branch of the revenue 
to explain that paradox. The articles to which 
this observation applies are — cotton and silk 
manufactures of India, saltpetre, pepper, ciu"* 
namon, rum, geneva. 

The declared value of the produce and manu- 
factures of the United Kingdom, exported from 
Britain in these years, is. less than the official 
value, owing to the great excess of the latter 
in the article <rf cotton manufacture exported. 
If that article be set aside, the declared value of 
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the other exports exceeds the official value, and 
on the years preceding 1821 the declared value 
of the whole exports exceeded the official value. 
The declared value of foreign and colonial mer- 
chandize re-exported is not given in the official 
statements. 

J^ote. — ^By the returns made to Parliament 
up to the present time (1830), it is establhhed^ 
beyond all doubt, that the official value of most 
articles exported has, during every year, greatly 
exceeded the real or declared value for each of 
the last eight or ten years; and this difference 
will, to a great degree, account for the apparent 
excess which^ in the preceding chapter, is sup- 
posed to have existed between the annual value 
of our exports over that of our imports. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

POPULATION. 

No branch of political economy has engaged 
more attention than that of population, and none 
is more deserving of it The points which claim 
our attention are. How far a dense population is 
desirable? What are its limits, necessary or 
contingent? How far the constitution of human 
nature, when not under restraint, leads to an 
increase of number? What restraints naturally 
occur in different stages of society ? Whether 
it be wise to stimulate population by artificial 
encouragement ? Or whether, on the other hand, 
it be requisite to check its too rs^id progress by 
artificial restraints ? What are the results of an 
increasing, stationary, or diminishing population 
in regard to human happiness ? 

It appears clearly desirable, tliat every country 
should be peopled to an extent consistent with 
tiie comfortable subsistence of its inhabitants. 
The bountiful Author of Nature created this 
world, in order that it might be inhabited by 
mankind; and although the human race be 
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j^prung from a single pair, it was appointed that 
they should increase and multiply, and replenish 
the earth. Even apart from sacred history, there 
are sufficient proofs of the gradual increase of 
the human race, and its gradual dispersion over 
different regions of the earth. 

As the natural fruits of the earth are only suf- 
ficient for a very narrow population, the requisite 
supjdy of food, as mankind multiply, must . be 
obtained by human industry, and the quantity of 
food raised will be regulated by the number of 
consumers. More will not be raised than they 
require, for it would be useless; and if the 
quantity were much less, part of the human race 
must perish by hunger. There is, however, a 
considerable range between a full and a scanty 
Bubsi^nce, in which the quantity of food, com- 
pared with the number of mankind, may vibrate* 

Tlie labour of a c€^i;ain portion of mankind 
(of what comes to the same thii^, a certain pro-; 
portion of the labour of the whole) is, in mosj 
cases, sufficient for providing food for the whole ; 
and the remainder may be applied for procuring 
clothing, habitation, and other comforts. The 
proportion of mankind required to be employed 
in the productionof food varies much, accoMing 
to Jkhe fca-tility of the soil, the nature of the food, 

Y 
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and the agricultural skill aud industry of those 
who furnish it Perhaps, in a fertile country, 
the labour of three men among twelve ttiay be 
sufficient to simply food for themseWes and nine 
othw laboEurers^ together with the vequisite pro* 
portion of women .and <du)dreB, and the other 
nine may be employed in providing houses, fur- 
Bitere^ clothes^ and other accommodations^ In 
a sterile country, the labour* of nine- may be re-^ 
quired for obtaining food, and that of three oaiy* 
be apjddcable to other purposes* These are^ 
perhaps, nearly, the limits within civilised 
sodety. Supposmg their skill and industry 
equals the former will be amply, and the latter 
scantily^ supplied with the conveniences of li&u 
In Britain, tiie number engaged in miscellanea 
eus ei|[kpk»yment6 predominates.. According to^ 
the census of 1821, the number of families enn 
j^oyed in agriculture was 978,656. That of those 
employed in trade and manufacture li,350,239« 
An additional quantity of food, when necessary^ 
may be obtained by employing additional labour 
on the land already cultivated, or by bi^^gin^ 
waste land into cultivation ; but when this ie had 
recouree to, thbugh food may be raised for a 
greater number of men^ the number of free handd 
whofee lltbour is applicable to other puipoiSM 
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may he smaller. The land may produce a greater 
ab8oli];fce quantity of food, but a less dis}K>i^ble 
quantity. Is this desirable ? 

The greater number of modern pcditleal 
eoonomisfas answer this question in the negative* 
None more decidedly than Mt* Ricai^. " Pro-. 
vided thi& net income be the same, it in i)^ no 
consequence whether the number <^ inhabitants 
be ten or twelve millions." — " Would it be any 
advantage io the countryythat>to produce the same 
net revenue^sevenmilMonsof men rather than five; 
shouldbeemployed ? It would not enable un to add 
a man to our army, or a guinea to our tajceiS*" 

If a large army, or a bi*ge revenue, were the 
i^imate object,, this wouM be sound doctrine: 
Butif &e wdfare df mankind be the object, if 
Ike only legitimate use of .the army be to defend 
tiie community ,^ aiid th^ only proper applicakion> 
of the revenue to supply the necessary e^qpeiis^f^. 
of agovernment establisfaed for die pi^otection and 
benefit of the peopki, whose happiness it iis th^j»^. 
ifctyto.promote, we must answer the question m. 
a: different manner. The world was created, that ^ 
man might jiih^abit and enjoy it* Is it of no 
consequence whether the gift of nature be li- 
nsited' to a small, or extended to a great nintifber 
of inhahitaiits ? 

Y2 
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We apprehend that this desirable extent of: 
population cannot be marked by any precise line^ 
though the general principle be clear. It is eli- 
gible that every country be peopled to an extent 
consistent with the comfortable subsistence of 
the inhabitants. When there is a great number 
of surplus hands> after serving the purposes of 
agriculture, some of them are likely to be em- 
]doyed in a way that may be accounted capri-*' 
cious> or in forming articles that add little, if 
ainything, to human comfort It would be better 
that these hands were employed in raising addi- 
tional food, and thereby enabling the country to 
support an additional population. To employ 
the whole population in agriculture is imporacti- 
cable ; to approach near to this is not desirable, 
neither is it so to enlarge the proportion of spare 
hands by confining cultivation to the most fertile, 
soils on which food for a considerable number 
can be raised by the labour of a few; But it is 
impossible to ascertain the boundaries between' 
comfort and caprice, or the measure of comfort 
that may be sacrificed for the sake of extending 
the benefit of what remains to a more numerous 
population. 

The limits t6 population are partly assigned 
by the hand of nature, and partly depend on the 
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political structure of society. Tlie number of 
inhabitants on the earth cannot exceed what the 
food it may produce can maintain. It is also Te« 
stricted by the means of the labouring classes 
finding employment The former limit is abso- 
lutely and obviously insurmountable. It is not 
so clear that the other may not be surmounted 
by a different structure of society, although it 
generally comes in operation before the other. 
Those two great sources of restriction to popu- 
lation are not, however, necessarily or universally 
connected. In Ireland, where a redundant po-^ 
pulation at present prevails, it is not alleged 
that the soil is incapable of producing a suffici- 
ency of that food which they chiefly subsist on, 
and the abundance of that cheap food is even 
leussigned as the c^^use of the excess of population, 
and of misery consequent thereon. A famine 
may depopulate a country, and a succession <^ 
bad seasons may retard the progress of popular 
tion, or even render it retrograde, although the 
accumulated capital of the country affording 
means of employment remain undiminished 
Something of this kind took place in Britain at 
the commencement of the eighteenth century. 
These restrictive causes being, in a great mea- 
sure, independent of each other, ought to be 
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considered separately, though they are generally 
blended by writers on political economy. At 
present we shall confine our attention to the na« 
tural limit The political limit shall be the ob* 
ject of a subsequent discussion. 

The prevailing opinion^ till lately, was, that 
population ought to be encouraged, and political 
measures, with a view thereto, have been h^d 
recourse to, and some contempt bestowed upon 
a slate of celibacy. No danger or inconvenience 
from excessive population was apprehended. 
About thirty years ago Mr. M althus advanced a 
very diff(»-ent doctrine. The natural progress 
of population, according thereto, advances ra- 
pidly and presses upon the means of subsistence, 
and vrould soon overcome it, unless checked by 
moral restraint, vice, or misery. The former of 
these, by far the most desirable, is, therefore, an 
essential duty, and is the only meims of i^t%>iding 
the others. 

Mr. Malthus enters into an elaborate a&d de- 
tailed research concerning the state of popular 
tion in almoi^t every country, aqeient and mi>« 
dern, and points out the checks, preventive or 
positive, which have, in a gi*eater or less degree, 
retarded the popul^e^tion in all. Of these, mored 
restraint operates but feebly, and the increase of 
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Hs influence is a most desirable object. l%e 
other branches of tlie preventive check arise 
from the deiare which tnen in a state of civiliza-* 
tibn hate of maintaining and elevating their sta« 
tion in society, and enjoying the comforts which 
art and industry afford. The extent of it» infiu<* 
ence is regulated by the habits and mantiers of 
the age> and its effect is generally inferioi* to 
that of tiie positive checks to population. Of 
these trar is the most prominent, and ne-xt to it 
are faxaine and pestilential diseases. In indderil 
Burope the positive check is less prevalent, and 
the preventive more so than in times pasl;^ 
Abundant food occaaions abundant popvisAiom 
Agriculture is the efficient cause of pbpulati<ni>-^ 
not population of agriculture : yet population in 
oftener restric^^ed by want of employment thad 
by wajit of £ooA* Population is most promoted 
when die i^dustryof an old state operates on the 
fertile and una^^riated land of a new onie. 

The ultimate limit to population from want ^ 
food i$ not, ad Dn Wallace and other idieor ist£f sup-^ 
pose,averyd|stanteyent,andtherefore,atpresent| 
deserving of iittle regard, but is a calanaty likely 
to overtake us much s<K>ner than these suppose*. 
P<^ulation adv&n(5es by geometrical progressiom 
Tb^ increase of feod, by more extrasive and 
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better euilmUioii, cannot be expeeted to advanciEr 
faster than an aritlmietical progression; and 
therefore the former must socin outstrip the others 
supposing the period of doubling to be twenty* 
five years, which appears to be cohfbrmahle to 
the rate of increase in the North Amerioua 
United States, and is within the bounds it would 
probably reach if all impediments were removed. 
The population of Britain being reckoned eleven, 
millions at present, and the produce sufficient 
for the easy support of that number, at the end 
of twenty-five years the number of inhabitants 
would be twenty-two millions; and if the quan- 
tity of food be also doubled in that period, the 
means of subsistence would be equal to this in- 
crease. In the next twenty-five years the popur 
lation would be forty-four millions, and the 
means of subsistence, receiving an increase equal 
to what it did in the former period, would be 
equal only to the support of thirty-three millions 
at the former rate, and would afford a very scanty 
fare to the existing number. At the next period 
the population would be eighty-eight millions, 
and the means of subsistence increasing at the 
former rate, would be only equal to the suf^y 
of half that number, and at the conclusion of the 
first centory the population would be <»ie bun- 
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dred and seventy«six millions, and the meahs of 
mibsistence only equal to the support of fifty-five 
toillions, leaving a population of a hundred and 
twenty-one millions totally unprovided for. 

It should be our object to promote the opera- 
tion of such restraints as may proportion the 
population to the food, for we cannot proportion 
the food to the population. If the number of 
bir&s be great, the number of deaths must be 
great in proportion. If we act consistently 
when we give encouragement to the former, we 
should at the same time use means to promote 
the latter. la order to keep up an extent of 
{Population as gi<eat as the country can maintain, 
it is &r' more eligible ^torincrease the health and 
longevity of mankind, than to stimulate by en- 
couragement a large number of births, accom- 
panied by a proportional number of deaths. as an 
inevitaUe consequence. 

The danger of distress fr<»n excess of popula- 
tion being imminent, it is an imperious duty to 
retard, and, if possible, invert it, by those mea- 
surefi which produce the least degree of suffer^ 
ing. This can only be done l^ increasing the 
operation of the preventive checks. In oppo- 
sition to this, the English poor-laws, by allow- 
ing maintenance at the public expense to the 
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eyidcen trf'the labouring classes, whei^dbove a 
smidi number, give undue encouragement to 
early maarriagefi. Mr. Malthus proposes a repeal 
of these laws in regard to all marriages con* 
tcaeted after a certain period, witii the exoeption, 
perhaps, of families unusually large* He does 
not go so far as to debar any set o£ men from 
marriage, or even to prohibit marriage under a 
certain age, but he strongly insists on the pro« 
priety of inducing such habits, and inculcating 
such sentiments as may hav^e a general influence 
on retarding the age o£ marriage till its proli&e* 
aess be diminisiied to such a degree as4x>G0siftie 
the increase of population within the boundi 
that an. increase of food may be obtained for. 

Mr. Mallhiis is un&Fourabk to the cottage 
system, and has a particular didike to the po^- 
tatoe. He depiecateslhe view of milk and po*- 
tatoes, instead of wheat, becoming the common 
-hod of an Englishman. He is of opimon that 
when potatoes are the common Ibod, as they are 
itt'Irdand, and every man who wishes >to. marry 
way obtain a piece of ground su^ient, when 
pianted with that root, to sufport a fam^ily, tjbe 
conseqeoence must be an over-population; aad ait* 
tending wi^etehednees; and that the indoloBt 
and turbttleiit habits of the lower Irish «an never 
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be correeted, while the potatoe (System enable! 
tiiem to increase beyond the regular demand £o§ 
labour; that» when the eommon pec^le of a 
eountry live principally on the deareist grain, at 
they do in IQtigland on wheat, they hate great 
resources in a stercity ; and' barley, oats, cheap 
soups, and especially potatoes^ present themselvei 
as less expenmve means of nourishment; but 
when their habitual food is the lowest in 4ii6 
scde, they are absdutely without resource. 

We hare thus attempted to gtre a concise 
view of the doctrines advanced in Mr. Malthus'fi 
celel»*ated work, and, we trusty a just one. We 
are sure, at least, we have not willingly mi»» 
represented them. In many of them we heartfly 
concur, and we believe they are aD dictated by 
the benevolent desire of averting misery and 
promoting the welfore of the most numeroue 
dasses of society. Some of his doctrihes we 
think require modification, and in regard to 
some we aile entirely at issue with him. 

We have now briefly to state om- sentimenta 
on this important subject. 

1. We hold that, agreeably to what is related 
in Scripture, mankind originated fram a single 
pair, and have, hn the course of some thousand 
years, multiplied and extended themselves iSil 
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they occupy, in more or less dens^ population^ 
almost every region of the habitable earth. Pror 
fane history, however obscure and imperfeqt 
in regard to the earlier periods, concurs vt^ith 
Scripture in informing us of the gradual ex^ 
pansion of the human race, and in pointing out 
the middle part of Asia as the country from 
tvhich it originated. We do not undertake to 
solve the obscure problem of the population of 
America. We believe it to have commenced 
from some migration from the old world, the 
particulars of which are now lost in unfathom** 
able oblivion ; not improbably from the eastern 
parts of Asia, to the countries on North Ame«*^ 
rica lying along the Pacific Ocean. We see no 
reason for admitting the supposition of a sepa- 
rate creation, and we have abundant proofs that 
the population of that portion of the earth com- 
menced at a later period than that of the old 
continent. 

2. The increase would go on in geometrical 
progression so long as circumstances remained 
the same, and that at a , very rapid rate. If the 
longevity of mankind in the first ages be ad- 
mitted, as recorded in Scripture, the increase 
would be more rapid than any which can now 
take place. under the most favourable circum- 
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stances; aaid we find even this is very consider-* 
able. The rate of increacse may vary a litdc 
from the nature of the climate, but more from, 
the habits and manner of life of the inhabitants* 
The United States of North America,^ since the 
establishment of their independence, exhibit a 
fttvourable example of rapid popxilation, the in«- 
dustry of an old state operating there on the fer- 
tile and unappropriated land of a new one. Jt 
appears, by comparing the censuses taken there» 
that the population baa doubled in about 25 
years. Perhaps, in stating this as the natural 
rate of increase, too little is allowed ibr emi- 
gration. According to the census of the Ame-^ 
rican States, tak^n in 1800, the number of white 
inhabitants of all ages was 4,308,971. These 
would be reduced, by the ascertained rate of 
mortality in ten years, to 3,200,000, which is 
the remnant of the former stock that would be 
alive in 1810, all above ten years of age; but the^ 
number of white persons in the United States! 
above the age of ten, in the year 1810, by the 
census taken that year, was 3>845,389, giving a 
giirplus of 645,389, which can only be accounted 
for by emigration ; and to this mmiber we must 
add a number of emigrant children under ten, 
and the emigrants who died within the ten years^ 
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to complete the whole number of emigraDts^ 
The whole increase of popujatkm ia these ten 
years waa I»556,192, cf which ne«irJly one half 
was added by emigration*. Mr* M«,lthut is of 
opinion that the rate of dopbUng in t^€^V(ty-fiyf 
years is maintained, evm after chei^Jca to popu-^ 
lation, preyentive or pp^tiye, b«kye operated \n 
a connderable degree, and that Ukere ia reasQi)^ 
to belieFC mankind would double in fifteen 
years, if every cheek w:ere removed. .Perhapa^ 
if we Msume twenty years as the shortest^ period 
of doubling, coMiMent with the present sts^t^ of 
the hiuuan constitution, we may.notbe.&r.friKn 
the truth. 

3. It is evident this rate of population could 
not go on long-. The earth would be over- 
peopled in a few centuries beyond the physical 
possibility of subsistence. The interval between 
^e time of the deluge; and of Jacob's removal 
into Egyp^i according to the scripture chrono-^ 
logy, is six hundred and forty years, or thirty- 
two periods of .doubling.. At this supposed n^ 
die number of .mankiad ooiginating. from thnee 
pairs at the deluge would amount to alMxirt 



• This statement is taken from Mr. David Boothia Diss^ar 
tion on the Increase of Population, and the Means of Subsis- 
tmioe, imbliKhed by Mr. Gbd^tn. 
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tirenty^five thousand n^illiona when Jacob jour- 
neyed into Egypt,— a muck greater mtmbcar liian 
the whole ^irth ever did or ean support. 

4. Accordingly checks have occurred in every 
age aadd nation ihsA have much retarded thisex^ 
treiae.rate. of population, but very diliereDA in 
their naJiure, and in the extent of their operation 
In different age& and nations. 

5« The ultimate and insurmountable check to 
the increase of mankind is the impracticability 
of procuring fiiod, evea at the lowest rate, fiwr 
more than a limited number. The absolute 
want of fdody. however, has seldom been the ac- 
tual cheek to population^ and the earth hasn^y«r 
been peqpkd to tiie extent it is capable of main- 
taining. A large portion; of . the earth is still 
uninhabited, or very thinly inhabited. In the 
most improved countries there is nmch imper- 
fectly cultivated, and very little brought tot the 
titmost pitch; of fertility of which it is su^^p* 
tiWe. 

6. GKiere is reason to believe that, with few 
exceptions, the number of mankind has increased 
in every age, and extended farther, though at a 
rate gmdually diminishing from the iiacre^u^e of 
checks,; resulting from the increase of numbers^: 

7. Mr* Malthus founds much upon^ the cUf* 



Digitized by 



Google 



336 IK>PUlATiON. 

ferent nature of geometrical progression, by 
which, from the human constitution, there is a 
tendency for mankind to multiply, and the arith*!> 
metical progression by which he supposes an 
additional quantity of food may be procured. 
We do not think him altogether correct in this 
last position. The power of procuring addi- 
tional food depends on the industry and skill of 
the cultivators, and the extent and fertility of 
unoccupied land, and may, in some cases, ad^ 
vance much beyond the arithmetical rate of an 
equal increase in an equal time. 

We have no reason to believe that mankind 
ever existed in a state altogether venatory to any 
great extent, or for any considerable length of 
time. The only remains of that state now are 
to be fouiMl among the savage tribes of North 
American Indians, and these are now nearly ex- 
tinct. The pastoral and nomadic state has been 
far more extensive and of longer duration, and 
still prevails in extensive regions of the earth. 
Cattle, in that state, furnish the chief food of 
mankind ; and as the increase of cattle, as weH 
as that of mankind, goes on in geometrical proi^ 
gression, and even doubles in a shorter peHod, 
tiiere is no reason why the supply of food should 
not keep pace with the increase of mankind. 
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kowever rapid, so Jong as there is a sufficient 
i^nge of pasture land ; and the ambulatory ha- 
bits of men in that state wouM render their 
change of country, in quest of pasture, a matter 
of no hardship. 

By degrees the agricuhural system, at first 
from choice, rather than necessity, is blended 
with the pastoral, and in time obtains a supe- 
riority over it. The earth yields its produce to 
the agriculturist in consequence of cultivation, 
and so long as there is enough of fertile land to 
cultivate, that quantity of food produced will be 
in proportion to the number of cultivators, and go 
on, as they do, m geometrical progi'ession. In- 
deed, when fertile unappropriated land becomes 
scarce, and recourse is held to mora sterile soils, 
the case is extremely different. 

8. The aumber of mankind has thus a ten- 
dency to increase, somewhat according to a 
geometrical progression, but at a rate which 
becomes slower as the population increases. 
The foo4 which they cian procure also advances 
at first by geometrical. progression, but this is 
kept back by checks, still more operative than 
those which take place to retard the increase of 
^mankind. Of these the most prominent is, the 
neci|ft|ity pf having recourse to the cultivation 
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df mom ftmakb soils, after all the fertile ones 
aie brougiit into full culture. As the utmost 
possible extent of population is limited by the 
quantity of food which the land^ fertile or sterile, 
and all cultivated as well as possible, could 
maintm, so the utmost actual extent is limited 
by the increased labour requisite for the pro* 
duction of food from barren soils. If a tract of 
land, though cs^able of being brought to a state 
in which it will yield some food for mankind, 
requires the work of more labourers than can be 
maintained on what it can be made to produce, 
it is evident it never will be cultivated. Nor 
will cultivation even nearly reach that limit 
The cultivators must have clothes, habitation, and 
other accommodations, as well as food. If they 
cannot obtain these from the produce of the 
land, they will cease to cultivate it, through no 
rent be demanded. 

9. The extent of cultivation, in regard to 
barren soils, is therefore connected with the 
measure of accommodation and comfort which 
the labouring classes can obtain in the existing 
state of society. The agriculturist must obtaijd 
an equal share of these with the other classeB» 
and as every friend to humanity wishes this as 
ample as circumstances will admit, it is not 
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^efiirable that land, below a certain degree of 
fertility, should b^ cultivated. If the disposabhr 
part of the produce will aSord very few coiBforti^ 
to the agricultural labcmrer, the ma$a of th^ 
society must be in a state equally indigent The 
same observaticm applies to the bestowing addi* 
tional labour on more fertile soils, to bring tiiem 
to a higher state of cultivation. The question 
recurs, does the additional produce repay the 
additional labour at an equal rate 9B other labour 
is remxmerated ? Improvements in agriculture, 
however, which lessen the requisite labour on 
soils of whatever quality, may render the culti^^ 
vation of more sterile soils eligible, and is of 
advantage to society*. 

* There is much land which cannot be brought into a state of 
eulCWation withdut a heavy expense, but, when once brought in, 
may be retained so at a moderate expense, and give a retura 
adequate thereto. Should such land be cultivated ? If we con- 
aider this as a mere queiition of loss or gain, we ^ould answ^ 
in the negative. The proprietor or farmer who improved it 
would be a loser, for we suppose the first expense greater thaii 
tlie value of the land after improvement. But, if we extend our 
view to the general good of the country* we must consider the 
cultivation as desirable. The loss is only in the first instance, 
the improvement of the eonntiy extends to futiire generations. 
But how shall such improvements be carried into exocution ? 
Some proprietors have a laudable pride in the cultivation of 
thdr estates, and will make exertions which, though not con- 
formable to naiTOW prudence, confer aa important advaategd 
on the oountry. We have known considerable tracts of very 
rough ground, in the vieinity of a trading town, brought into a 
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10. Although we have taken a view some- 
what different from Mr. Malthus, of the relative 
progress of population and food, we agree' 
with him in the chief point, that the former 
must in time outstrip the latter. Whatever 
advances at a rate of geometrical progression, 
however low the rate, must in tinie amount to 
an indefinite number, and surpass the progress 
of what is limited by an insurmountable barrier. 
This point is incontestable. 

11. The time in which the progress of popu- 
lation is likely to surpass the practicable in- 
crease of population is an important considera- 
tion. In this we are inclined to assume a middle 
rate between Dr. Wallace and Mr. Malthus. 
The former considers it as a very distant event, 
the latter as very near, or already at hand. We 
do hot think it so remote as the former supposes, 
or so near as the latter apprehends. The utmost 
possible increase by procreation is limited by 
the human constitution. If we state at five in 
the hundred yearly, which is equivalent to a rate 
of doubling in about fifteen years, we surely 
take it high enough. An additional quantity of 

high state of cultivation, by the more opulent citizens, each 
improving a small portion, at an expense, perhaps, never repaid, 
but extending a scene of fertility to some miles distance from 
the town to which it owed its improvement. 
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food^ amounting to one-twentieth at most, will 
be what is wanted for the additional nuinber of 
mouths produced in one year. Indeed, less will 
be sufficient, as young children do not require 
the average allowance. There does not seem 
to be much difficulty ^^resent in Britain, and 
other countries in similar circumstances, of pro- 
curing that quantity by more extensive or better 
culture. Suppose that no more food was raised 
•than before for one year, the consequence would 
only be that the people must be served with a 
sparer diet, to the extent of one-rtwentieth, 
foreign commerce being out of the questioiji. 
.This is no very heavy calamity, yet would be 
sufficient to raise the price of provisions so much 
as to give a stimulus to agriculture, and thereby 
produce a sufficiency to give an allowance in the 
following year as ample as before; and the 
increase of agricultural produce might thus keep 
pace with that of population for a considerable 
number of years. 

12. We are led by these observations to mo- 
dify Mr. Malthus's doctrine, that agriculture is 
vthe efficient cause of population, not populatioa 
of agricultm*e. No more land will ever be cul- 
tivated than so much as there is a demand for the 
produce of. In a country, therefore, where the 
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agricultural system has commenced, but which 
is as yet thinly inhabited, much land of consi- 
derable fertility will remain uncultivated, but 
ready to yield a plentiful return, so soon as it is 
subjected to the labour of the agriculturist In 
this state food being easily procured, mankind 
will multiply rapidly, and more land will be gra«- 
dually brought into culliyation to supply thehr 
wants. So long as this continues, population is 
the efficient cause of agriculture, not agriculture 
of population. When there is no longer an ex^ 
tent of fertile land remaining imcultivated, and 
when there is a population sufficient to consume 
what the ootmtry in its present state produces, 
and no means of foreign supply, then population 
will be checked by the difficulty, and ultimately 
by the impossibility of procuring food, and can 
only bei increased by more extensive or better 
agriculture. Then, according to Mr. Malthud, 
agriculture may be accounted the efficient causis 
of population. 

13. Although a time must come when the in- 
crease of population will be checked by want of 
subsistence, if other checks be not interposed, 
yet so long as there are means of increasing th^ 
quantity of food in a country to meet the addi^ 
tional demand for a considerable number of years. 
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without any essential diminutioa of comfoii^ 
there i^ no. occasion to have recourse to any 
political regulation for checking the progrqsfi oi 
population. We see but little into whfkl lies m 
the recesses of futurity, and should not adopt: 
measures which impair present happiness, from 
the apprehensipu of remote consequences, which 
may never occur, being intercepted by o^er 
causes, at present beyond our view. 

14, Admitting that the agriculture of Britain, 
or any other old country, were brought to such 
« pitch as to be unsusceptible of niuch further 
improvement, we might, nevertheless, give enr 
couragement to population, providing the means 
of emigmtion were easily within reach. Such 
is tha state of Britain at present in regard to 
America. That quarter of the world presents 
inunense tracts of land uninhabited, or very 
thinly inhabited, and, though of considerable 
fertility, very little cultivated. The meaiw of 
emigration to these countries is not very diffi* 
cult, and they are not likely to be fully peopled 
for ages. They afford, therefore, a resource foy 
removing a redundant population, likely to con- 
tinue as long as human foresight can reach, sub* 
ject, however, to the difficulty and expense 
which must always attend emigration. Australia 
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ako aSordB an extenriye field for emigration^ 
«Uhottgh, (HI aeeoont of the distance^ att^:ided 
with greater difficulties. Govermnent shouM 
afford every facility to emigration, and has done 
so of late ; though at a former period, when diffe- 
rent opinions were entertained, the general po- 
licy was rather to discourage it. Direct assis- 
tiftnce in money to defray the expense of the pas- 
sage, and the first wants of the emigrants, may 
also be given to a certain extent, though under 
requisite limitations. This has also been done; 
It ha& been proposed that the money thus ad-^ 
Tanced should foe repaid by instalments, as the 
land allotted to the settlers was brought into cul- 
tivation, and a lien retained in the grant for that 
purpose. The validity of this security for re- 
payment may be equivocal, but the supply of our 
manufactures to these settlers, before they had 
iarrived at a state in which they could manufac- 
facture for themselves with advantage, would 
probably afford a sufficient compensation to the 
parent country for what aid they had afforded to 
the emigrants. 

15. We fully agree with Mr. Malthus tiiat n» 
stimulus should be given to population by any 
direct political , measure, and therefore that the 
encouragement given to early marriage among 
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the lower ranks by maintaining all the children 
above a certain number, and that not a large one^ 
from the poors' rates, is improper ; and the poor* 
laws, so far as they establish such a claim> should, 
after due intimation, be repealed. This is the 
chief point which Mr. Malthus desires to esta* 
blii^, and it has our unqualified approbation; 
We do not approve of the poor4aws in general, 
"wspuaa&f that part of them which supplies part 
of tiie necessa]*y wages of the labouring classes 
from that fimd. This has the effect of Confounding 
the views of charity and legal right, and of doing 
away the sense of degradation at receiving elee- 
nliosynary support, so natural to an unsophisti"^ 
xated mind, and so beneficial to society* If re-^ 
course to poors' rates be admitted, we think it 
should be limited to cases of age and sickness, 
or other severe distress, and of widows left with 
young families. 

16. We do not, however, go so far as to im- 
pute any blame to charitable persons who may 
give pecuniary aid to some in the lower ranks 
whom they are inclined to favour, though it inay, 
in sonie instances, induce them to marry earlier 
Ifaan they would otherwise do. Such acts of 
beneficisnce generally proceed from laudaUe mo* 
tives, and are not likely to fee so frequent as to 
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produce any hurtful eflfeet on ike mass of 
flocietjr. We would never inculcate any doo^ 
trine, the tendency of which was ta harden the 
human heart against the demands of want and 
misery, to increase <he separaticMt between the 
opulent and the indigent, and induce a temper 
alike inconsistent with the spirit of the christian 
religion, and the dictates of humanity* 

17. Admitting that no encouragement be 
gt¥en to early marriage by allowing a legal pro*- 
Tiaion to the children, should w6 go any further? 
Should we prohibit, or at least discourage, suck 
marriages by any positive enactment ? We think 
not. K measures undertaken witibi a view to 
this could be rendered effectual^ which would 
not be easily done, ihe increase oi licentiousness 
urould be almost the inevitable cmisequence ; and 
this is too serious an evil, wheA« eonsidered in 
a religious, moral, or political point of jriew, Uf 
be slightly regarded. Should a positive restric* 
tion, however, be judged necessary, perhaps 
something of the following kind might be the 
least exceptionable. Married women and wi- 
dows are entitled, by the laws of this and other 
well governed states, to certain legal privilegea 
Might not these be refiised, or restricted, when 
the W(»nan, at the time of her marriage, was under 
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a specified age ? Thid mi^t haTe the ^Eeet» in 
frequent infitances^ of ixiduetng yoimg persMfi 
wlio had fonned an attachmeoit to each other* to 
defer thdur marriage till tlie woman had obtained 
the specified age. A breadi of chastity between 
them before marriage to incur the same or a 
lugher legal disqualification than a marriage 
before the limited time. If the morals of the 
parties be not previously depraved, their enter* 
taining such views» and not a very distant pro- 
spect of obtaining the completion of their desires^ 
aeem to afford as favourable a ground of expee- 
^tion of restraining lioentioumess as anymear 
sure merdy human ean afford. We have» howr 
ever, suggested this meaaire not as what we ap 
prove of, but as the least hurtful, if any of the 
kind be had recourse to. Our opinion is, that in 
4hese matters government should not interfere. 

IS. Tbough we do not approve of very early 
marriages, we. are still more averse to Very laM 
ones. We believe the attachments formed in 
early h£e for the most part lead to the hapj^est 
unions, and our observations concur with those 
of Dr. Franklin, tibat the sentiments of the par* 
tiesmoidd more info conformity with each other 
when young and flexible^ The frequent in* 
stances of divorce among the higher ranks frras 
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marriages contracted at a period c£ life when 
interest is the prevailing motive, affiml a lament- 
able proof how little such marriages are desir- 
able. Mr. Malthus observes, '' That the ex- 
presMon, late marriages, refers to no particular 
age, but is entirely comparative. The marriages 
in England are later than in France, tiie natural 
consequence of that prudence and respectability 
generated by a better government. Two or three 
years in the average of marriage, by lengthening 
each generation, and tending, in a small degree, 
both to diminish the prolificness of marriages, 
and the number of bom living to be married, 
may make a considerabla difference in the rate 
of increase, and be adequate to allow for a con* 
eideraUy diminished mortality. But I would 
by no means talk of any limits. The only plain 
and intelligible measure with regard to mary 
riage is the having a &ir prospect of being able 
to nmintain a family/^ — ^Vol. iii. pages 361-2; 
In these observations we Adly concur. 

19. There is no point in which we differ more 
fix>m Mr. Malthus than in his abhorrence of the 
potatoe. If that, or any other species of food^ 
were unfavourable to the health and vigour of 
the human frame, and especially if, by the re* 
action of the body on the mind, it had a prejudi* 
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oial mtfuence on the noblest part of our nature^ 
ihhi would form a most imperious reason for dis- 
couraging the use of such food. But there seem 
no good grounds for entertuning such an opinion 
in regard to the potatoe. Dr. Smith asserts a 
contrary one, and we think the reasons he as- 
signs for doing so are satis&ctory ; they concur 
with our own observations. Iii many districts 
of Scotland the potatoe furnishes a considerable 
portion of the food of the lower ranks, without 
any apparent injury to their health or welfare ; 
nor is such a supposed injury, though Mr, Mal- 
thus' insinuates something of this kind, the point 
on which he chiefly rests his argument. The 
jmrport of his reasoning is, that the facility of 
procuring food, afforded by the prolific nature of 
the potatoe, gives undue encouragement to early 
marriages, and, consequently, to redundant po^ 
pi^ation, which, not being able to find emfdoy- 
nient, from. a want of proportional capital, is re- 
duced to a state of wretchedness. Such reason- 
ing appears to lead to inadmissible consequences, 
and not to accord well with the principal doc-* 
ttmee which Mr. Malthus aims to establish. 
Th^ge require us, because we cannot increase 
foodh^ywd a certain measure, to limit popular 
tkHi to that measure.' But if we can maintain a 
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{^eoter number by iatroduoiQg a »cm pnidubfiVe 
kindoffood^whynotdoBo? Iftkanmegwmid 
will support a much greater number of meo 
when applied for raising potatoes tiiaa mdieat, 
why not apply it accordingly ? If we can find 
another plant still more productiye than the po- 
tatoe, why not have recourse to it, and supersede 
the potatoe in its turn? Mr. Mallhus's reason^ 
ing lea4s to this, that to suppress redundant po^ 
pidation we should lessen the quantity of food; 
by raising a less productive kind, when we have 
a better one in our power. The same reasoning 
should induce us to lay aside wheat, and substi* 
tute for it some less productive plant, or lead us 
to consider it as desirable that the fertility of iJbe 
earth were diminished, to save the risk of man^ 
kind increasing too hst, firom the faulty they 
find in procuring food for their children. 

The argument adduced by Mr. Malthus, tot 
tike common people of a country living chiefly 
ufw the dearest grain, appears to us untenaMe. 
*' When they live principally on wheat, as they 
do in England, they have great resources in a 
scarcity, and barley, oats, rice, cheap soups, and 
potatoes^ all present themselves as less expen- 
sive, yet at the same time wholesome means of 
nourishment ; but when their hdl>itual food is the 
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loii^eftt in the scale, they appear to be absolutely 
without resource, except iu the bark pf trees^ 
like the poor Swedes^ and a great . portion of 
them must necessarily be starved." — ^Book iv; 
l^hap. xi. 

The attainment of the substitutes here pro* 
posed seems imprdclicable. While wheat is th^ 
chief food used in the country, no more potatoes, 
or other food, will be raise4 than what is rer 
quired for the subordinate consumption of thes^ 
kinds of food, in aid of that which is chiefly 
depended on. In a bad season, the wheat fail^ 
Suppose one-tenth of the food usually consisted 
pf potatoes, there could not be more than thid; 
quantity expected in such a year, nOr even s^ 
much as the usual quantity of barley and oats^ as 
these crops are likely to suffer from the same 
inclemency of the weather which renders the 
wheat crop deficient. Supply, in such a dis^ 
tressing caae, must, if practicable, be deriv^ 
from other sources, 

20* We are much more favourable to the 
cottage system, and the practice of cottagers 
keeping cows>than Mr. Malthus^ and some other 
modern writers cfa political ecoi^omy, and haye 
asslgneid our reasons^ — Chap, xii p, 1 92. We are 
well pleaised thM Mr. Malthus partially retracte 
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(book iv. chap, xiii.) what he had advanced in a 
former chapter against that system, and thereby 
i^proaches nearer to our sentiments on the 
subject. 

21. It is, we believe, an undoubted fact, that 
the human race advances more rapidly in popu- 
lation in its earlier stages, and that the rate of 
increase becomes slower with the pr<^ress of 
art and civilization. This arises from the dif* 
ference of habits that accompany the change of 
the state of society, and is likely to operate still 
more powerfully as art and civilization are 
carried to a higher pitch, and, without having 
recourse to harsh measures, may be expected to 
restrain the progress of population within the 
necessary limits. Mr. Malthus admits this doc- 
trine to a considerable extent, and states it thus : 
" Consequently, admitting the desirableness of 
-the end (the diminished proportion of births), 
it is not necessary to risk the promulgation of 
any new opinions which may alarm the pre- 
judices of the poor, and the eflFects of which we 
cannot with certainty foresee ; but we have only 
to proceed in improving our civil polity, con- 
ferring the benefits of education upon all, and 
removing every obstacle to the general extension 
of all those privileges and advantages which 
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may be enjoyed in common ; and we may be 
quite sure that the effect, to which I look for- 
ward, and which can alone render these advan- 
tages permanent, will follow. 

" I acknowledge the truth and force of this 
argument, and have only to observe, that it is 
difEicult to perceive that we should not proceed 
with more celerity and certainty towards the 
end in view, if the principal causes which tiend 
to promote or retard it were generally known. 
In particular, I cannot help looking forward to 
a very decided improvement in the habits and 
temper of the lower classes, when their real 
situation has been clearly explained to them ; 
aaid if this were done gradually and cautiously; 
aMacc^cMnpanied with proper moral and religious 
instructions, I should not expect any danger 
from it, &c.'' — Vol. iii. Appendix, p. 375. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

ARTIFICIAL STATE OP SOCIETY. 

In the foregoing part of this treatise, and 
especially in chap, xv*, we have delineated a. 
6tate of society, which the principles of human 
nature ai)4 the means in the ^ power of nian 
naturally lead to^ and in which ^e may enjoy a, 
eonside^rahle measure of comfort and prosperity. 
The efficient cause of his obtainjing the n^c^sr 
saries and cotiveniences of life is his iuiiu^try 
and skill; and the motive for putting these in 
action, is his desire of obtaining such objects, 
at the .£^11116 tim^ . that the exerticms made to 
obtain. th^QOL cpjoitribute to the more importsu^t 
end of intellectual improvement. The fruits of 
his labour are greatly increased by the use of 
tools and the division of employment, without 
some measure of which he could do little ; but 
the most usefid of the former are easily pro- 
cured, and are possessed by the rudest tribes; 
and the first step in the latter, the division of 
the farmer from the artizan, and of this last into 
the separate employmaits of mason, carpenter, 
smith, weaver, and a few others, is easily at- 
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teined, and even this step contributes, perhaps, 
more to the extension of comfort, than others 
which are more complex, and of later attain- 
ment* In this state, any increase in the quantity 
or efficacy of industry would increase the general 
quantity of commodities, and consequently ihe 
portion that should fall to the share of each 
member of the society. This state does nofe 
require an equality of wealth istnd stati^m, though 
it does not accord with extreme inequality; 
neither does it exclude the advantages which 
commerce may bestow, by supplying better 
materials for clothing, and other purposes, than 
our own country affords, or even articles for 
direct consunlption. But its principal foundar* 
tion is the products of general industry, employed 
for the Most part upon native commodities, pre- 
pared for the use of the inhabitants, and cois^ 
sumed by them. 

Wheti #e take a survey of the different 
civilized couiitrieis of the earth, we seldom 
see this picture realized in any considerable 
degree; and never to its full extent. Those 
who advocate it are generally treated as enthu* 
siastic visionaries: In countries where art has 
been lotigest established, and where weallh seems 
most to abound, we often find the great mass of 
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the eommuaity placed in very uncomfortable 
circumstances, and unable to derive any consi- 
derable advantage from their industry. Capital, 
in this state, is held requisite to put industry in 
motion, and to fipd a market for the articles 
produced becomes a principal object. The 
operative piat of the community, from the low- 
iiess of their circumstances, only consume a 
9nall part. The consumption of the rich and^ 
luxurious takes off so much more ; but there is 
$till a surplus of commodities which must be 
taken off by foreign commerce, and purchased 
by less skilful or less active nations, for anything 
tjiey have to give in return. In countries highly, 
commercial, such as Britain, the quantity of 
manufactured goods we can dispose of to othe^ 
nations is considereii as the basis of our pros- 
perity, and even as necei^sary for pur existence. 
This state of society may be accounted artificial. 
It proceeds from the natural state above described 
by gradual steps, but the extremes are marked 
by the most obvious and important distinctions. . 
Here, several points of the highest importance; 
present themselves to our consideration. Is 
this artificial state of society desirable? Does 
it, on the whole, promote hmnan happiness? 
^ipuld we endeavour by artificial stimulus to 
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accelerate its progress? or, should we rather 
"use means to retard it? Is it practicable to do 
so? If practicable, is it expedient? Supposing 
it already extensively established, and followed 
with hurtful consequences, would it be prac*- 
ticable, or would it be wise to endeavour to 
retrace the steps by which it has advanced, and 
return to a state of greater simplicity ? If th6 
progress towards this highly artificial state b6 
inevitable, and on the whole beneficial, by what 
means can we best prevent, or retard, or alleviate 
the evils which accompany it? 
^ if the mass of accumulated wealth be the 
idtimate object, there is no doubt that the higlily 
artificial state of society will furnish the largest 
state, and should be promoted by every effectual 
means, and such sentiments will always be 
entertained by the generality, after the system 
has made considerable progress. But to thos^ 
who consider wealth as only desirable, so far ad 
it is the means of promoting human welfare, the 
solution of the question will not appear so easy. 

In tbe earliest stages of society every man 
may obtain land of tolerable fertility, without 
purchase or rent, and can raise a sufficiency of 
food by part of the labour which a man of or- 
dinary industry exerts. ^ The remainder of his 
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labour is applied to procure him lodging, cloth- 
ing, and other articles of convenience or com* 
fort, either by his exercising mechanical employ- 
ments himself, or by raising more provisions 
than he has occasion for, provided he have 
access to a market for disposing of what is 
superfluous. So long as this state continues, 
there is a certain portion of comfort which na- 
turally falls to his share* But, when all the 
land is appropriated, the price of provisions 
which he then must purchase may be so high, 
and the returns he can receive fpr his labour so 
low, as to render his situation hard, or even 
destitute. Having ao land to cultivate, he may 
suffer from want, of food, though placed in the 
midst of a fertile cidtivated country. 

In consequence of the division of Igiibour, the 
mass of labourers, being only trained to one 
kind of work, are unfit for any other, and when 
demand for that branch fails, they are reduced 
to severe distress. The man who has been bred 
to the loom, and has always wrought at it, per- 
haps at one branch of the weaving tra4e, is ill- 
qualified to build a cottage for himself, to supply 
it with furniture, o^ to make the. toojis requisite 
for the exercise of his own craft. Even in 
opulent countries, where trade and manufactures 
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are in general flourisliing, demand in particulai* 
brailches frequently fails, and those who were 
engaged in them are little qualified, and always 
unwilliiifg to turn to any other kind of employ- 
ment. The sudden introduction of mstchinery/ 
to perform, by Othe^ powers, whfett was formerly 
done by human labour, is another cause of 
throwing laboujpers out cf employnleitt. This 
has frequency led to the unlmppy consequence 
of urging the discard<6d W^i^rkmen^ to rise in 
mdbs, to demolish machinery, aiid ^Comihit other 
butragei^, for the suppression of which recourse 
to harish measures 'becomes necessary. These 
evils are most likely to happen in manufactures 
whibh require extensive premiiies and com- 
plicated machinery, and where, consequently, a 
great number of workmen are collected together ; 
and* the distress o<icasioned by irtagiiation of 
demand is most likely to take place when the 
diemahd arii^es from foi'eign trade, which many 
cau^s, altog^th^r beiyond the power of the 
manufacturer to prevent, and which even Govern- 
ment cannot overcome, may put a stop to, or 
divert into a different channel. 
' Under the artificial system, capiti^l being con* 
sidered as hecessary to* put industry in motion, 
the number of labourers that may exist, and the 
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Wfi^s and meaisure of comfort they may obtain, 
is held to depend on the amount of capital pos- 
sessed by some portion of the community. 
CSapital is said to be required for three purposes^ 
-^or supplying 1^ labourer with materials, fw 
maintaining him during the time that intervenes 
between the commencement of his labours and 
receiving its price, and for fornishmg the re- 
quisite tools for the exercise of his craft. 

The last of these is chiefly that which is fre- 
quently deficient. Nature, assisted by culture, 
affords, in most countries, at a certain season of 
the year, a supply of food suflSioient, in ordinary 
cases, to maintain the inhabitants for the whole 
year; and thus, when the harvest is concluded, 
there is a store of food pmvided, and in possession 
of a part of the community, for the subsistence 
of the whole, till the ensuing harvest The 
materials on which the labourer has to operate 
Are chiefly those subservient to clothing, build- 
ing, and furniture ; and most countries afibrd a 
sufficiency of these, though great advantage.may 
often be gained by importing more commodious 
articles in exchange for others that can be spared. 
In Britain, the chief materials for clothing are 
wool, flax, cotton, and silk. The two former 
partially,; and the two latter entirely imported. 
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¥et» there is no doubt, the two former alone 
might afford us very comfortable clothing, and 
might be raised in sufficient quantities to supply 
all our wants of that kind* Wood itnd stone, 
the chief materials for building, are generally at 
hand. 

In regard to tools, the case is widely different, 
though even as to these there is much diversity, 
according to the nature of the work, and the 
state to which art has advanced. The tools of 
the husbandman are not very complex. The 
spade is d cheap instrument, the. plough and the 
hoxTQW are not very expensive. In mechanic 
arts, the requisite tools are generally much.more 
complex and expensive, though more so in some 
employments than others. The carpenter is 
rarely $A a loss for a hammer or an axe ; but 
to supply a modem carpenter's shop with all the 
tools requu'ed, for the execution of the nicer 
parts of his art, is no easy matter. The weaver's 
loom, even that adapted for plain work, is a 
complex instrument, and the machinery used in 
the nicer branches of that art much more so, and 
the expense of providing them forms a large 
porticHi of the necessary price of the manufac- 
tured commodity. The premises required for 
their commodious applicati(»i cannot be erected 
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without great expense, and all this mittt be 
mcurred, and consequently capital provided, long* 
before a return is expected. An extensive 
manufactory, even when most successiul, never 
itepays the expense of its erection for many years, 
and the undertaker lays his account with this, 
and regulates his measures accordin^y. 

Metals are an essential ingredient in the for^ 
mation of tools, and are also required for many 
Mber important purposes. These, unless ob- 
tained by foreign commerce, which at present is 
out of the question, require the operations of 
mining and forging, both very expensive, and 
in which a great deal of capital must be invested, 
and labour exerted, long before any return can 
be drawn. 

When a conmiodity is consumed at home, the 
tradesman who makeg it may, and generally does, 
receive its price so soon as the article is com- 
pleted and delivered to the consumer, or not long 
after ; but when it is intended for foreign con- 
sumption, it is long before any return can be 
looked for. The immediate workman is not, in 
general, able to abide this delay. He sells his 
commodity to the exporting merchant, who must 
be possessed of the requi^te capital, and must 
draw a suitable return from the price which the 
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commodity bears abroad. If that fall below the 
requisite rate he ceases to purchase;. the commo« 
dity stagnates; the worlanan is thrown idle; 
misery, and often lawless riot, are th^ ffttpl 06ia« 
sequences. 

The progress of art, and increasing efficacy of 
labour, in providing the cpmniodities which men 
desire, cannot be prevented. The accumulation 
of. capital is the necessary consequences of the 
desire which most men have to improve their 
circumstances; and an increai^e of skill results 
from experience and observation, and the supe^ 
nor ingenuity of some individuals. Any attempts 
to stop its progress would deserve severe repro- 
bation ; nor are any such likely to be under- 
taken : yet it is, perhaps, to be desired that the 
p];ogress should be gradual. 

The mass of commodities is increased by the 
superior efficacy of better directed human la- 
bour> and by the substitution of other powers to 
accomplish the work which was formerly done 
by that labour. The quantity of l)jiffnan labour 
reqidsite for the direction of these powers, and 
constructing the necessary machinery, is much 
less than was formerly employed fp/ the direct 
execution of the work, and, consequently, the 
supply of comniodities more ample, and the com- 
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munity m<M*e affluent ; and, unless there be somef* 
thing very faulty in the constitution of the bo^ 
eiety, a portion of this wealth will flow through 
every rank. 

The most eligible way of consuming the addi** 
tional commodities produced by the improve- 
ments which have been introduced, is their more 
plentiful use by the mass of the community. One 
of the most remarkable improvements in art 
which has taken place in Britain within die last 
half century is that in the cotton manufactory, 
by the machinery invented by Arkwright and 
others. Though the manufactured article is 
Exported to a great extent, the home consump 
tion is still a superior object ; and it is obvious 
ihat the natives, especially the female sex, are 
better clothed than they were before. There 
can be no reasonable doubt that there would be 
an equal improvement in their lodging, and 
other accommodations, providing the mechanic 
professions which supply these were susceptible 
of improvement in the same degree that has 
taken place in the cotton manu&cture. 

The consumption of a larger portion of comt- 
modities requires a change of habit in the con* 
sumers, and this change is only effected gra- 
dually. If the increased mass iH*oduced exceed- 
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the additionat ccm8Uinption> and the surplus bef: 
not taken oflf by foreign commerce, the eyils^ 
above-mentioned lAust ensue. This consideraf 
tion may lead to caution in the application Oif 
any artificial stimulus for the extension of pro-; 
ductiouy before a correspondent increase in con«? 
fiftuhption can be rendered available. Wh^ 
{tf eduction is pushed beyond the measure of con-^ 
sumption and demand> the evil cures itself by 
the glut of the market and loss incurred by the 
producers ; but as this does not take place tilt 
much misery has been endured, it is better if it 
oan be averted by a more gradual increase in 
prpduetioh. 

A reason, somewhat different, which may ren-i 
der gradual increase of production desirable, is 
taken from the natural and necessary limits of 
weahh and art. These are not susceptible of 
endless accumulation, though the precise extent 
to which they may be carried caimot be ascer- 
tdned. There is, however, a limit, and ih^ 
nearer this limit is approached, the progi^scf 
will be slower. Now the happiness of an indi- 
vidual in civilized society does not depend so^ 
much on the extent of his wealth, as on its being 
in a state of progression. The man who from a 
inodemte outset gradually knj^oves his circimx- 



Digitized by 



Google 



366 AimnciAL state op socibiy. 

gtanceSi mA increases his mieaiier of comfort, will 
generally have more enjoyment than another, 
who, beginning with superior wealth, spends 
his life in a Uniform luxurious train. 'Hie same 
observation applies to communities. That com- 
munity which is advancing in wealth and art^ 
may be accounted more prosperous than that 
which is already farther advanced, but has now 
ceased to make progress. This argument' ap^ 
pears to us to have some weight. We ire 
aware, however, that it will generally be thought 
far-fetched, and the apprehended evil too remote, 
to deserve consideration. 

We cannot, however, think lightly of the 
check Which is given to intellectual improve- 
ment, when division of labour is carried to a 
great extent, by confining the labourer, almost 
during his whole time, to the repetition of the 
same operation, with nothing to excite his ener- 
gies. The far greater part of such workmen 
merely execute what they are taught and di- 
rected, and think of nothing more. Not one in 
a hundred makes any improvement in the ma- 
chinery of his art, or the way of employing- it. 
In regard to the few who make improvements, 
the mental exertion thereby brought into action 
is very iTeneficial to them, yet it is generally con- 



Digitized by 



Google 



ARTIFICIAL STATE OF SOCIBTY* 867 

fined within the narrow tK>iind& of the mtehinery 
of a particular craft. If the man who spends 
twelve or fifteen hours a day in ihe manufactory, 
repeating the same uniform operation, should 
spend an hour or two, after his work is oyer, in 
the aIe-ho)ise, among his fellow workmen, who 
have passed the day in the same manner, this is 
a wretched resource for solacement ; and a life 
spent in this way is far from promising to raise 
the human mind to that degree of intellectual 
and moral, improvement of which it is suscepti^ 
ble, and to which it ought to be the object of 
civil institutions to advance it. 

In a former part of this treatise we mentioned 
with favour the cottage system, under the belief 
that it was desii'able the tradesman shoidd em«- 
ploy some part of his time in the cultivation of a 
small patch of ground, or garden, where his situar 
tion rendered it practicable* This, if not a per- 
fect remedy, seems one of the best paUiativen 
for the serious evil above-mentioned. 

We are aware of the difficulties which attend 
this branch of our inquiry, both in regard to the 
objects we should aim at, the means of attaining 
them, and the restrictions with which they 
should be guarded. On the whole we are in- 
clined to adopt the following maxims. 
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Whateyer increases the efficacy of human ta<^ 
bour^ or performs by other powers what wBsfor* 
merly done by that labour, tends to increase the 
mass of human enjoyments, and its ultimate con- 
sequence must be beneficial. Improvements in: 
the weaving craft have the effect of affording usr 
better clothing, with the same labour ; and if all 
our wants of that kind be supplied by a smaller 
number of hands, there will be a greater number 
fo provide conveniencies of other kinds : nor 
does there seem any limit to the enlargement of 
the mass of commodities,' while improvements in 
art can supply them, till every desire of men be 
universally and fully gratified; an event not 
likely to take place. We, therefore, consider 
every improvement in art which tends to increase 
production as desirable, and that the reasons ad- 
duced in opposition thereto from numbers being 
thereby thrown out of employment are not ad- 
missible when the ultimate result is regarded. 

But though every improvement is benejScial 
in the long run, the rapid increase of production 
may not be attended with a simultaneous in- 
crease of consumption, and the evils resulting 
from this are too weighty to be disregarded^ 
It is desirable that the mass of the community 
have the means, and. then it will not be long 
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before they have the desire of enjoying a larger 
share of comforts, and consequently increasing 
the general consumption. If production be en* 
larged beyond that measure, and the surplus not 
taken off by foreign commerce, the evils above- 
mentioned must follow. 

We are far from jthinking ttat, under ' any 
circumstances, the efficacy of improvements in 
art should be checked by any restrictive regu- 
lation, and, as far as we recollect, nothing of that 
kind has ever beep attempted by any legislature. 
If attempted, we believe it woidd be ineffectual. 
The attempts made by the mob to check the use 
of machinery, by destroying the machines, have 
never succeeded. 

But though we would never approve of any 
coercive measures to .restrict production, the 
considerations above su^ested may have suffi- 
cient weight to abate our zeal for its rapid pro^ 
motion, and the application of direct encourage- 
ment for that purpose, especially when the 
consumption chiefly depends on a foreign and 
precarious commerce. 

. We are decidedly of opinion that those 
branches of industry are most beneficial, and 
defcerve most encouragement, the productions 
of which are chiefly used at home, being 

2B 
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iqoplied to the c<mifort of the mass of the 
community. 

For obtaining this end, the labouring classes 
must be able to purchase; they must receive 
good wages. Mr. Ricardo, we .think, first ad- 
vanced the doctrine, that the value oi Ae artide 
produced must. be divided betvreen the ca^talist 
and the labourer^ We aumot increase the share 
of the one. without (iiminishing that of the other. 
We cannot raise the wages of labour without 
lowering the profits of capital, and vice versSL 

When a conmiodity is ready for use> it has a 
certain value^ resulting from its aj^lieatioa. to 
the maintenance oc comfort of man. A paii of 
this value falls to the proprietor on whose land 
the material, which formed the basis of the 
commodity, was raised^ This being satisfied, 
the remainder is divided between the capitalist 
who furnishes the machinery used in ite pi^-? 
paration and the necessary advances,, and the 
various labourers employed on it, from the farmer 
who raises the material, to the mechanic who 
completes the work. So far Mc. Ricardpfa 
doctrine seems incontrovertible. The valu0 of 
the commpdity is a given quantity resulting {rem 
its utility. The portion of this value, which you 
ai^^gn to the. one. you must take fron^ thepther. 
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It should be observed, boVever, that the mass 
of prt^iictioms, the stock of wealth to be divided 
between the capitalists and labourers, isrincreased 
by tiie e£Bk;acy of capital. The accumulation of 
capital has a tendency to lower the rate of profit, 
ai^ consequently to r^ise the wageis of labour. 
The labourer is thus enabled to enlai^e his 
comforts, and increase Ms consumption in two 
ways. His labour produces more, and a larger 
proportion of it falls to his share, in so much as 
a smaller share accrues to tire capitalist by the 
fall of the rate of profit. At the same time the 
capitalist may not be a loser, for the increased 
consumption of l;he great body of the commimity 
will BiSotd an esftensive field for the investment 
of his capital, which could otherwise have been 
only sought for in the far more precarious re- 
source of foreign commerce; For these reasons 
we consider high wages as desirable, and as 
affording the most solid basis to national pros^ 
pcrity. 

It is impossible to fix with precisicm the 
proportion which wages and profits should bear 
to each other, and' the actusd proportion must, 
from obvious causes, be in a state of continual 
fluctuation. 

The favour we are*incliii6d to asiigu to high 

2B2 
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wages will not be relished by those who consider 
the quantity of goods exported as the basis of 
national prosperity, and the paramount object 
to be pursued. Articles which are in general 
request through the civilized world will be 
purchased from that nation which can bring 
them to market at the lowest money price, and 
therefore low wages, being a principal ingre* 
dient in cheap production, are requisite for 
enabling us to supply the demands of foreigners 
by underselling others, and the more so if, in 
consequence of heavier taxes, or other causes, 
our manufactures be subject to burthens which 
bear lighter in other nations. We have been 
accustomed to boast that our superior skill in 
machinery, and our large capitals, give us a 
decided advantage, and will secure us a large 
share of the foreign market, notwithstanding our 
heavier burthens. The effect of these, however; 
has its limits, and it is unreasonable to expect 
we should always maintain the superiority we 
may at present possess. 

But though we admit that low wages, by 
enabling us to bring wares to market at a cheaper 
price, is favourable to the trade of exportation, 
we remain of opinion that this advantage may 
be gained at too high a price, and that wages 
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considerably high, whether considered as pro- 
moting the comfort of the most numerous part 
of the community, or enlarging the domestic 
market, by enabling them to purchase more 
liberally, are conducive to the general welfare. 

Notwithstanding the vast extent to which 
foreign commerce is carried in Britain, and the 
immense capitals invested in it, we cannot con- 
sider it as the most solid or desirable source of 
national prosperity. Neither do we approve of 
that system which has been long carried on 
between the diflferent states of Europe, which 
may be termed a commercial warfare. In the 
prosecution of this system each country en- 
deavours, by restrictions, prohibitions, and other 
artificial means, to procure within itself the 
articles it has occasion to consume, and also to 
afford a supply to other nations. Such a system 
is certainly prejudicial to the civilized world at 
large, and we doubt if it be ultimately advan* 
tageous to any particular nation. Every nation 
possesses an advantage in manufacturing the 
materials which its own soil produces for its 
own supply, and it is expedient that every nation 
should supply itself with commodities, unless 
where substantial reasons induce an opposite 
conduct. These reasons are diversity of produce 
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in different climates and soils, and superiqrity of 
mechanical ^kill. The fonner is a .permanent 
source of commerce; at least ^t CQi4d only be 
superseded by such a change in naticmal habits 
as would induce any state to be satisfied with 
the articles which its own country jjrpduc^, — 
a change not likely to take place ^ long as 
a foiieign supply is within its power. The 
other is a much more precarious source of 
commerce. 

If the validity of tibe above reasoning be ad- 
mitted, if the artificial state of society may be 
carried so far as to impair instead^ of promote 
human welfare, whftt i^ea^ures ought tp be 
deemed eligible in a natjloQ w;here mcjf. a state 
has already taken place^ aad ip firmly estat)li^ed ? 

We should certainly never recpminend to 
endeavour to check it by fmy ree(trictive or coer- 
cive means. If §uch w^re attempted, we believe 
they woubl be ineffe,ctu$kl ; and if they could 
produce any effect, it would be th^t of aggravair 
ing the evils they were intended to remedy. 
We are of opinion that the exertion and direc- 
tion of human skill and industry shou}4 be free 
and uncontrolled, ^and that every attempt to 
restrain them, and almost every attempt tq prp- 
m<^ them, does hann. 
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If this be sound doctrine, an alteration in the 
state of society can only be induced through the 
medium of the habits and manners of the com- 
munity. If we can improve these, besides the 
individual good> we shall ameliorate the general 
condition of society. Proper education, religi- 
ous and moral instruction, good government, 
personal freedom, and absence of cumbersc«ne 
restrictions, are conducive thereto. Stronger 
measures are more likely to do harm than good ; 
and any violent chuige in the state of society is 
alwayi^ productive of much present distress, and 
seldom leads to any permanent good. We are 
conscious that any hints we have ofiSered on this 
important subject are very imperfect. But it is 
one step gained if we can point out the end we 
ought to aim at, and the general principles upon 
which the attainment oT that end is most likely 
to be promoted. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

PAPER CURRENCY. 

Among the expedients which have been had 
recourse to in a state of society highly artificiid, 
that of a circulating paper medium of commerce 
is one of the most remarkable. It has been the 
subject of much discussion among political eco- 
nomists. It has been much attended to by the 
legislature^ and many statutes have been enacted 
for its establishment, regulation, or restraint. 
Its effects on the state of society, especially in 
regard to commerce, are considerable, though 
we think more good and more evil have been^ 
ascribed to it than it can justly lay claim to. 

In Chapter VI. we advanced the doctrine, that 
money derived its value from its use and uni- 
versal reception as a circulating medium, and 
an equivalent for every commodity ; that the ab- 
solute quantity of gold and silver in circulating 
coin was of no consequence, as the money price 
of commodities would accommodate itself to the 
relative proportion of the precious metals and 
goods in circidation ; that the use of these metals 
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for other purposes was of little importance ; and 
that their value, if their use as a circulating me* 
dium was disc(Hitinued, would greatly fall ; and 
that any substitute for them, the reception of 
which was equally firm, would answer the pur- 
pose as well. But in order to secure this recep- 
tion, it is requisite that the basis of the medium 
i^hould be considered as possessing an intrinsic 
value, and that its estimation should not be con- 
fined to one country, but extend over the com- 
mercial world, so as to command from any coun-^ 
try the commodities which it can furnish, and 
we require. Gold and silver possess these qua- 
lities in a superior degree. 

The use of written obligations to supply the 
place of coin is a modem invention. Its com- 
mencement, at least in a regular manner, in 
Britain, may be dated from the establishment of 
the Bank of England in 1694. A chief object 
of Government in that establishment was the ob* 
taining a loan to supply the exigencies of the 
state, and recourse has often since been had to it 
for the same purpose ; but its effects in supply- 
ing a substitute for the precious metals is what 
at present chiefly claims our attention. 

A Bank note is a written or printed obli- 
gatipu, by which that establishment is bound to 
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pay to the bearer a specified sum, in the currait 
eoin^ upon demand. So long as there is full 
ecmfidence on the part of the public that the 
funds of the Bank are amply sufficient to dis- 
cfaai^ these obligations, and as it continues to 
do so readily, nehen demanded, these notes will 
be received in payment as readily as coin, be- 
cause the holder -can easfly obtain coin for them, 
should he prefer it, Ti4iiGh, in ordinary cases, he 
wiU have little inducement to do. Altiiough 
these notes were not rendered a legal tender in 
payment of a debt by any positive enactment, their 
use was found so convenient, and the public con- 
fidence in their security so complete, that they 
soon were substituted for a considerable part of 
the cmn which formerly constituted the only 
circulating medium. For a long time, as no 
notes were issued under five pounds, they did 
not supersede the use of coin for smaller sums. 
Many private companies were afterwards instil- 
tuted, which isstted notes in a similar manner. 
A monopoly was so far granted to the Bank i^ 
ESngland, that no private company consisting of 
more than six partners was permitted to issuift 
obligations of the nature of bank notes. This 
restriction, by ^confining Uie capital of prit^te 
banks within narrow limits, lessened their se- 
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curity, and not a few of &em have beeome iu^ 
solvent. Yet, as the accommodation they af- 
forded in the distcicts where they were esta^ 
blkhed was deemed beneficial, the circulation of 
their notes in remote parts of the country htm 
been, and is still considerable. 

In the further discussion of this subject, two 
separate objects of inquiry present themselves :— 

Lst. What advantage or disadvantage altendbs 
the use of a circulating paper currency as a sub- 
stitute, in any pr(^ortion, or in whole, for a me- 
tallic one, without regard to the general amount 
of the currency. 

2d. 'Kie effects of a paper currency in in- 
creasing the amount of circulating medium, and 
in occasioning more >mdden alterations m the 
amount than would otherwise take place. 

On the &:st po^ it ie argued that gold and 
fiilv^ are articles 'of gi:!eat value, and the amoust 
of them in eireulation forms a consideridble part 
c^ the national wealth. In 6ou«tries which cosh 
tain no mines of these metals, ti^ original quan* 
tity requked must be procured by givmg <^€r 
articles in exchange, tktt« filing with so wxLotk 
d[ fmr nattonai wealth; and the annual waste by 
wear must also be supplied in iihe same manner* 
The whole amount of circulation in Britain is 
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estimated at present to exceed sixty millions^ 
If we could find an unexceptionable substitute 
for a considerable part of this in a material com- 
paratively cheap, we might import useful com* 
modities in return, and thus add to our national 
wealth. 

It is also argued that payments of large sums 
are more easily made in paper. The weight of 
the metals renders their transportation from place 
to place a matter of labour, and even the telling 
them is a tedious employment, when the sum is 
v^ry. large. £or these reasons we find that pay- 
ments of large 'sums are generally made in pa- 
per, wherever the system of paper currency is 
established. 

These considerations have considerable weight. 
There are, however, strong arguments in favour 
of metallic currency to set against them. The 
reception of a circulating medium depends, as 
we have noticed, on the opinion of its possessing 
aji intrinsic value, and as a paper currency has 
no value in itself, its circulation can only be 
maintained by its convertibility into metallie 
currency. So long as this conversion is readily 
obtained when demanded, and no doubt enter- 
tained, of its continuing to be so, the paper cur- 
rency maintains an equal v«lue with the metallic. 
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and may be used in considerable proportion as 
a substitute for it, affording the above-mentioned 
conveniences, and not attended with any dis- 
advantages, so far as internal commerce is con- 
cerned, and so long as the whole amount of 
circulating medium is not unduly increased. 

But if the conversion of notes into coin be 
suspended or refused, whether by legal enact- 
ment or deficiency in the means of the Bank, 
the case is otherwise. Even the apprehension' 
of such an event excites alarm, and occasions 
a run on the Banlc, which is likely to bring 
on a stoppage of payment. When this hap- 
pens, it is held forth on the part of the Bank 
that the stoppage is only temporary, and pay- 
ments will soon be resumed. Statements are 
given out, to show that the Bank is possessed of 
sufficient funds to answer all demands, and that 
its creditors incur no risk of sustaining ultimate 
loss. Notwithstanding this, the value of its 
notes is depreciated, and the holders part with 
them for a lesser amount in coin than the sum 
which they bear, or, as it is sometimes expressed, 
the current value of coin and bullion rises above 
the mint value. This depreciation increases the 
longer the payment in coin or bullion is discon- 
tinued, and in length of time may fall to little or 
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nothing; Such was^ the fate of the EVench 
assignafts, and of other sorts of paper diiii^tdation 
in many countries, not' foumled of a solidwiid coay 
TertiUe demtwpkioiu The govemmfliita^ i^db 
iarae, or countenance such paper circulation, use 
every means to support its credit ; but aU their 
endeavours to that effect have proved; and must 
prove ineffectual. It is nothing to tell the liold^ 
of paper that the funds t)f the Bank ^rb sufficient 
to answer his demands. If these funds be beyond 
his Teach, and likely to continue so, they might 
as. well be in the coffers M)f the Grand ljama,'or 
in the {^net Saturn. 

Fortibout a century after the establishment 
of the Bank of England, the convertibility of 
their notes was uniformly maintained.' Geld 
or silver vms immediately given for every note 
when demanded. In the year 1797, when the 
demands of an expensive war had nearly 'withi* 
drawn the precious metals from cireuli^fion, and 
emptied the coffers of the Bank, an- imporilint 
law was passed, prohibiting the payment of bank 
notes in metallic currency. At fii^at it was heM 
forth that this suspension would bfe * of short; 
duration ; but the war continued miich longer 
than was expected, and the suspension of pay*- 
ment did not terminate on the restoration of 
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feace* It continued abo^t twenty*four yeaF6& 
The resumption of payments in coin was not 
legalized till the year 1821, after several pre- 
paratory steps. Some public di$trei^s> which 
took place about this time, owing to other 
causes, was attributed by not a few to their 
resumption. According to this doctrine, theees^' 
sation of payments in specie ought to have beea 
perpetual. A writer on political economy^ about 
this time, has advanced the paradoxical opinion, 
" that the renewing the restriction acty and renf 
dering it perpetual, could not have the leart 
effect on the value of our paper currency, pro* 
viding its quantity was not at the same time 
increased*." 

The holders of this doctrine appear to couf 
found the depreciation' which the currency, of 
whatever kind, undergoes, in regard to its corn- 
mand of commodities by the increase of the 
total quantity in circulation, with the relative 
depreciation of papers compared with . metallie 
currency. It is this last that is the present object 
of consideration, and it is an undoubted fact, 
that such a depreciation took place not long after 
ike suspension of cash payments, and to a conr 

* Supplement to Encyclopffidia Britannica, article Money. — 
Yol.T. partii. p. 515. 
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sideraUe extent The holder of gold was able 
to obtain for it a sum in paper, considerably 
above its legal value, perhaps twenty-six shil- 
lings for a guinea, and this notwithstanding 
the fear of penalties attaching to such prac-* 
tices. It is with regret we find a resolution 
passed by Parliament, about this time, that there 
was no depreciation, when every person engaged 
in business knew the contrary. 

Before the suspension pf payments, so firmly 
was the credit of the Bank established, that the 
anticipation of such an event would have been 
considered as chimerical. It took place, how- 
ever, attended with its inevitible consequence, 
notwithstanding endeavours on the part of Go- 
vernment to prevent, them. The Bank seems 
now to have regained the public confidence^ 
nearly to the same degree as before. But what 
has happened once may happen again, and there is 
little doubt that if any national exigence should 
require recourse to a measure similar to that of 
1 797, a like depreciation \f ould take place. 

It seems unnecessary to enlarge on the evils 
attending a depreciation of the currency, the 
injustice to creditors who must receive payment 
in a depreciated currency, and a like injustice to 
debtors who borrow during the depreciation. 
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and are obliged to pay in a currency of full value 
after the depreciation is removed ; — a convul- 
sion is given to mercantile contracts and trans- 
actions by so violent a measure* There are 
abundant reasons for regretting that it was ever 
had recourse to, and for wishing it may never 
take place again. 

There are other advantages in a metallic cur- 
rency, to be placed against the inconveniences 
that are alleged to attend it. From its universal 
reception in all nations, it possesses a solid value 
which may afford essential aid in great national 
emergencies. Suppose the case of a famine^ 
from a deficient crop in this country, while some 
other countries have a surplus which they can 
spare. We will not obtain it from them, unless 
we have something to give them in return 
which they value. We will, no doubt, endea- 
vour to supply them with goods ; but such may 
be the state of our commerce, that we have not 
a sufficiency of these to spare, or they do not 
want them. In such a case, the exportation of 
gold or silver affords a certain and effectual 
relief, and if we have none to offer, we must 
$uftain the pressure of a heavy calamity. 

The distresses of 1797 were chiefly occa-* 
cloned by the exportation of a large amount of 

2C 
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the precious metab to the continent, for tlie 
expenses of our tro<^s abroad, and subsidies to 
fitates with which we were in alliance. What'^ 
ever opinicm may be formed of the wars in which 
we were then, or at any other time, engaged, the 
possibility of a just and necessary war wiU not 
be questioned; and the command of a large 
amount of gold will give vigour to our military 
operations, and may determine the event of 
the war* 

We proceed now to consider the effects of a 
ps^r currency, in increasing the amount of the 
circulating medium, and in occasicming more 
sudden alterations in its amount than would 
otherwise take place. 

It is unnecessary to repeat what has been al- 
ready observed of the evils resulting from a sud- 
den and considerable alteration in the amount of 
the circulating currency, and such alteration is 
much more likely to take place when a great 
proportion of the currency consists of paper. 
The precious metals are not to be procured by 
hations whidi do. not possess mines of them, 
«»cept in exchmige for sul^tautial commor 
dities, and even then will not- be imported at 
the expense which they cost, except in such 
quantities as are required^ in> the existing 
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commercial state of the country and piresent 
|HHice of comtnodities. The material of paper 
currency is scarcely of any value, and it is 
profitable to the Bank to extend it hs far as 
it can. The Bank receives interest for every 
note it can keep in circulation* There is, how- 
«i^r, an effectaal check on a redundant issue of 
notes, so long as the Bank is obliged to pay 
them in coin, when demanded. The price of 
ccHumodities does not immediately rise in pro* 
portion to the increased circulation, and as 
nobody keeps money on hand which he has 
not use for, the superfluous bank notes regorge 
upon that establii^iment The Bank, there^- 
fore, is obliged to contract its issues, and it 
is its interest to do so, as an attempt to ex- 
tend them would increase their expense, and 
prove ineffectual. 

When a suspension of payments is authorized 
by act of Parliament, the case is widely different 
There is nothing to deter the Bank from issuing 
as many notes as it can, and abundant demands 
from borrower are not likely to be wanting. 

The results accruing to the community from 
the facility of obtfidni^g credit afforded by the 
establishment of banks, public or private, is ad 

2C2 
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important subject of consideration. There is 
no doubt it gives a stimulus both to agriculture 
and manufactures. A farmer is often prevented 
from the exertions he is disposed to make in 
bringing waste land into cultivation, or improv- 
ing that already under culture, for want of ca- 
pital. If there be a bank at hand ready to sup- 
ply his wants, his exertions are brought into 
operation. Extensive effects of this kind in 
different parts of the country, and obviously 
owing to this cause, must have fallen under the 
notice of every person who has given atten- 
tion to the £tate of the country. A like obser- 
vation may be made on the state of manufac- 
tures. Many flourishing manufacturing esta- 
blishments owe their origin to credit obtained 
from banks, without which, in the present state 
of ihe country, they could not have been brought 
into action. 

It may, however, be questioned, whether the 
rapid progress of these improvements, though 
presenting a beneficial appearance, be always 
ultimately beneficial. All the undertakings of 
the agriculturist and manufacturer do not prove 
suceessfuL Many of them are reduced to bank- 
ruptcy, and this is sometimes the lot of the most 
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enterprizing and industrious. The bankruptcy 
of the banks which gave them credit follows o^ 
course. 

We think that bad consequences are more 
likely to take place from an excessive stimulus 
to exertion in the department of manufacture 
than in that of agriculture. The farmer may 
not be repaid for the outlay on his improvements 
within the time his wants require. He becomes 
insolvent, and we are sorry for him ; but his im- 
provements remain/ and are a peimanent addi- 
tion to the wealth of the country. It is other- 
wise with a manufacturing establishment. If 
the proprietors, for want of demand for their 
commodity, or from their not being able to pro- 
duce it at the price it will fetch in the market, 
become insolvent, their establishment is then 
swept away, and leaves not a trace behind. 

We have now endeavoured, as impartially as 
we can, to state the comparative merits of a me- 
tallic and a paper currency. Very different opi- 
nions have been advanced, and we think ex- 
aggerated ones, according as the interest, or 
supposed interest, of different classes seemed to 
incline. On the whole, our sentiments rather 
incline towards a metallic currency, at least foi: 
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a considerable part of our eireidatiou^ If not 
aliirays the most active, or the most convenient, 
it is the most solid instrument of commerce, 
(^rations eondiicted by means of it may be 
ilower, but they are surer. 

While we give this opinion in favour of a me- 
tallic currency, we are far from thinking that 
where a paf^er currency has been introduced on 
an extensive scale, it should be suddenly, or at 
any time altogether, withdrawn. A sudden al- 
teration in the amount of the currency always 
occasions distress. If considerate evils result 
from its sudden increase, others, still worse, re- 
sult from its sudden diminution. Too great a 
facility in obtaining credit gives rise to improvi* 
dent and unsuccessful schemes. The sudden 
withdrawing of this credit occasions general 
bankruptcy. 

This is one, among many other points, in 
which governments are apt to overlegislate. 
Though, in a system now become so extensive, 
some restrictive regulations may be necessary, 
we think much should be left to the free choice 
of the community. On the one hand we would 
not render the receipt of bank notes, even those 
of the Bank of England, compulsory. On the 
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other, we would not prohibit the circulation of 
the notes of a private bank among those who 
are willing to take them. Some security for the 
validity of such banks may, however, be re- 
quired as a safeguard to the public from the 
evils resulting from their failure. We have 
abready given our opinion in regard to a legislar 
tive prohibition of payments of bank notes in 
specie. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

OF THE CORN TRADE. 

Many who entertain the most liberal views of 
the advantages of a free commerce, and disap^ 
prove in general of prohibitions, cumbersome 
restrictions, regulating duties, and even boun- 
ties, consider the trade in corn as an exception to 
the system of free trade, and hold that effective 
restrictions in that branch are expedient, and 
even necessary. Though exceptions to generd 
rules, established upon solid principles, are sel- 
dom defensible, yet in this case the arguments 
adduced are neither groundless, nor of slight 
importance. 

Some of them are foimded upon the present 
political state of Britain, compared with that of 
the other commercial states in Europe, parti- 
cularly of those from whom we may receive a 
supply of corn. Britain is burthened with a 
large national debt, and consequent high taxa- 
tion, a part of which is paid by labourers of all 
descriptions. This renders higher money wages 
necessary. Perhaps the habits of the English 
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labourers are less frugal than those of foreigners, 
and this occasions a further rise of wages. 
Hence we cannot raise com at so low a rate as 
foreigners can do; and even the expense of 
freight, and other charges attending importation 
does not counterbalance the advantage they pos* 
sess, and they are able to undersell us in the 
com market, unless prevented by prohibitions, 
or heavy duties. Hence the agricultural part 
of the conmiunity is depressed ; and inferior 
soils, not being able to repay the expense of cul- 
tivation, though let for little or no rent, are 
thrown waste, and the landed interest reduced 
to a state of comparative poverty. 

But the principal arguments in support of 
legislative interference in the corn trade are 
drawn from the absolute necessity of a supply of 
food. If the effect of such measures be to afford 
us additional security for obtaining the requisite 
supply, the imperious nature of the demand 
should supersede all inferior considerations. 

It is argued, that when a nation depends for 
a considerable part of its food on other nations, 
if that supply should be stopped, either by a 
change of the political state of the nations who 
give it, or by war, this nation, being unprepared 
for such an event, may be exposed to the cala- 
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mity of funine, or at leafit of a scarcity approadi"- 
log to famine. 

We are far from regardisg lightly the weigkt 
of these M-guments, and think that they ought to 
influence, to a certain extent, the legislative 
measures embraced in this important and difficult 
branch of political economy. On this the two 
parties of agriculturists and manufacturers have 
set themselves in array against each other, and 
both have advanced claims higher than circumr 
stances warranted. 

We are of opinion that every nation of cousin 
derable magnitude should draw the greater 
part of its food from its own resources. There 
is a considerable difference between the quantity 
of provisions actually consumed by a given 
number of inhabitants in times of ordinary plenty, 
and that which is absolutely necessary for their 
subsistence. We hold that this latter quantity 
should always be supplied from the national 
agriculture ; and if restraints upon importation 
be necessary to keep it up to that pitch, such re- 
straints should be imposed. Whether we should 
go beyond this, and give higher encouragement to 
the agriculturist, it is not so easy to determine, 
but it is not so imperatively necessary. This 
limits the quantity of foreign corn which may be 
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admitted to the difference between the eonfeump* 
tion of a plentiful and a searce year ; and it is 
believed tiiat, except in years of uncommon 
scarcity, it never went beyond that 

Sir James Stewart delivers it as his opinion, 
that no annual produce of grain in Britain wa« 
ever so great as to Bupply its inhabitants fifteen 
nM>nths, in that ahmtdaruie in which they feed 
themselves ina year, of plenty ; and tliat there 
never was a year of such scarcity, as that the 
lands of EIngland did not produce above six 
months' subsistence, such as the people are used 
to take in years qf scarcity. 

The height of the wages in Britain arising 
from heavy taxes is^ we believe, an indisputable 
fact, and however we may disapprove of the 
system that raised the national debt to its present 
enormous magnitude, and made these taxes re- 
quisite, the present state of matters mu£^ remain 
while that debt and these taxes exist, and can 
only be removed in the course of time by their 
gradual extinction. For this reason we think 
the British agriculturist entitled to such support, 
by legislative enactments, as may put him on 
an equal footing with the foreigner. This has 
been the object of the corn law lately enacted, 
by which the importation of foreign corn is per-^ 
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mitted upon payment of a duty, varying by a 
scale, depending on the average price of com in 
Britain, Whether the method now used for 
ascertaining the average be accurate, and whe- 
ther the scale of duties be the proper one, 
experience must determine. It approaches much 
nearer to the free system, than that which pre- 
vailed for the twelve years preceding, during 
which period the price at which importation 
was permitted was fixed so high, that the actual 
price scarcely ever reached it; and consequently 
there was little or no importation, and the 
British agriculturist possessed the monopoly of 
the market. 

Poland contains extensive tracts of fertile 
land, much more than sufficient to maintain its 
present population, and the extent kept under 
culture is regulated by the foreign demand. 
When Britain has occasion to import, it receives 
much of its supply from that country. An in- 
crease of population, or other causes, may curtail 
that supply, as well as that from other countries 
from which we now import when our own pro- 
duce is insufficient ; but as this, if ever it take 
place, is likely to happen gradually, it will give 
us warning, and time to look out for other 
resources. 
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We cannot say the same of the failure of 
supply which war may occasion. The countries 
from which we now receive corn may fall under 
hostile influence or power> and notwithstanding 
our boasted naval invincibility, it is not impossi- 
ble the enemy may attain a temporary supe- 
riority at sea, and retain it long enough to expose 
us to severe distress by intercepting our sup- 
plies. We know that such apprehensions are 
generally considered as groundless, and treated 
with derision; we think improperly. Their 
accomplishment may not be probable, but they 
are not impossible, and as the evil they would 
occasion is of great magnitude, it is better to be 
provided against it At the beginning of thii? 
century, we boasted that our superior mechanical 
skill and capital gave us such a decided supe- 
riority in various branches of manufacture, that 
no prohibitive enactments of foreign powers 
could prevent their introduction into their d(Nni- 
nions. Yet Bonaparte's Berlin and Milan 
decrees were executed so e£Eectually, as nearly 
to annihilate that comotnerce for several years, 
and it only revived at the fall of that potentate. 

The policy of Britain, in regard to the trade 
in com, has been very fluctuating. During 
more than half of the last century, we were 
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upon the whole an exporting country, and this 
was ooasiilered m esaentiid to our wel&re, and 
encouraged by a bounty when the prices of copq 
fell below a specified rate. The syst^n of bounty 
commenced at the revolution, and though it 
underwent frequent su^nsions, it was not laid 
aside till the year 1814. During the latter part 
rf the last century, we were generally an im»- 
porting coimtry. The corn laws, which had 
undergone frequent alterations and repeals, were 
attempted to be moulded intD a more regular 
form, and rendered more permanent by the act 
of 1791, in which various prices were specified, 
at the lowest of which exportation wious en^ 
couraged by a bounty; at the next, it was 
«imply permitted ; and at the next, it was pro* 
hibited. At the next, importation, which had 
been before prohibited, was permitted, but on 
pa3rment of a high duty ; at a higher price ihe 
duty wa» lowered, and at one still higher was 
reduced to a very low one. A method was 
established for ascertaining the average price, 
by dividing the maritime part of Britain into 
sixteen districts, twelve in Ebgland and four in 
Scotland, and the com Irade in each was regu- 
lated once a quarter, by the average price in the 
same for the three preceding months. Four 
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years did not elapse before this act was su8«- 
pended, on account of the deficiency of the crop, 
1794, when exportation was entirely prohibited^ 
and importation encouraged by a high bounty. 
In 1804, the corn laws were re-modelled, and 
importation regulated by the aggregate average 
of the maritime counties; but the scale was so 
favourable to importation, that it was never 
stopped till 1815* 

In I814i exportation was permitted in general^ 
but without any bounty, and the bounty system 
has hot been revived since. 

In 1815, in consequence of the loud comr 
jdaints of the agriculturists, the prices at which 
importation was permitted were raised much 
higher. Wheat was prohibited to be imported 
from our American colonies when the price per 
quarter was under sixty-seven shillings, and from 
all other places when under eighty shillings, 
(except for being warehoused under bond), and 
other kinds of grain at proportional prices. 
When the prices rose higher, importation was 
permitted duty free* This act was so operative, 
that there was scarcely ever any importation tiU 
the last act of 1828. 

By that act there is no abscdute prohibition. 
New regulations were appointed for ascertaining 
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the average prices of the different kinds of 
grain. When wheat is from sixty-two to sixty- 
three shillings per quarter, it is permitted to be 
imported on payment of a duty of one pound 
four shillings and eight-pence ; and for every 
shilling that the price rose above sixty-three 
shillings till sixty-seven shiQings, the duty is 
lessened by one shilling ; when the price rises 
above sixty-seven shillings, the duty decreases 
at a quicker rate — and when the price rises to 
seventy-three shillings or upwards, the duty is 
lowered to one shilling. Importation from the 
British colonies in America, or elsewhere out of 
Europe, is permitted on payment of a lower 
duty. Duties on barley and other kinds of 
grain vary by a decreasing scale as their price 
rises, on the same principle. 

Famine is among the heaviest calamities to 
which human nature is liable, and though it 
cannot be prevented by any legislative enact- 
ment, it may sometimes be alleviated by em- 
bracing measures conducive to that effect. We 
at present refer to a famine inflicted by the hand 
of nature, through unproductive seasons, not to 
that which the ravages of war occasion. 

The bounty system, so long adhered to, has 
been considered as highly useful for preventing 
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or alleviating the evils of famine. If we raise ^ 
quantity of corn considerably more than is re<^ 
quired for the maintenance of our population in 
ordinary seasons, exporting the surplus to foreign 
eoimtries, when a deficient crop occurs from a 
bad season, we stop exportation, and, in what^- 
ever proportion the deficiency takes place, being 
charged on a quantity which was before more 
than suflSicient, the evil of scarcity, if not en- 
tirely removed, is at least alleviated. 

This system, however, is liable to weighty 
objections. It restricts the population within 
narrower bounds than the country, in its exists 
ing state of cultivation, can support ; an effect 
which will be reprobated by all who consider an 
extensive population as constituting the strength 
of the society, or on any account desirable. It 
gives the landholders and agriculturists an ad- 
vantage to which they have no title, at the ex- 
pense of the rest of the community. It raises 
the rate of wages and expense of manufacture^ 
«nd consequently depresses that important source 
of national industry and wealth. 

These evils would result from bounties, though 
the money that paid them were obtained from 
wme unknown source, without being in any way 
burthensome to the community. But this is not 
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the case. The bounty must be paid by means 
of a tax, a measure always burthensome to a part 
or the whole of the community, especially in a 
country already so heavily taxed as Britain^ 
This argument bears strongly against bounties 
of every kind, which should never be granted, 
except for the most urgent reasons^ and with the 
greatest caution* 

Every measure proposed as beneficial to one 
nation, which cannot at the same time be adopted 
by other nations in similar circumstances, is df a 
Tery suspicious tendency. We desire that Bri^ 
tain should raise a surplus of corn in ordinary 
years, in order to afford a resource in years of 
scarcity. Why should not France, Spain, and 
Germany, do the same? The argument ap- 
plies alike to all. If they all adopt that system^ 
how are their surpluses to be disposed of? 

If, for these reasons, the measure of forcing a 
surplus growth of com by bounties be laid Itsid^ 
it remains to inquire whether there be any other 
means within human power for averting or mi- 
tigating the calamities of famine. If the failure 
of the crop be confined to one country, impor- 
tation is an obvious and practicable remedy; 
but, if it extend over all accessible countries, n^ 
relief can be obtained in that way. 
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In ordinary seasons, at the conclusion of every 
harvest there is a part of the crop of the former 
year remaining on hand, perhaps one-fourth. A 
deficient crop takes place. If the deficiency 
does not exceed that quantity, its consumption 
would afford a supply to the country at the or- 
dinary rate till the next harvest ; but there would 
be no stock remaining to aid the following year ; 
and though this stock on hand might be forthcom- 
ing for one year, it would leave no resource in 
the case of several successive bad seasons. It is 
likely, however, that the rise of price occasioned 
by the deficiency of the crop would lessen the 
usual quantity of consumption, and leave some 
part of the usual stock unconsumed at the end 
of the next harvest, and so afford some resource 
for another year ; and if several plentiful years 
succeeded, the usual stock would be replaced. 

We have stated the stock of corn on hand at 
ihe end of the succeeding harvest at one-fourth 
of the whole quantity required for a year's con- 
sumption, and considered that as affording con- 
aiderable relief for one bad season. If the stock 
remaining be larger, the relief will be more 
considerable, and of longer duration. If it can 
be increased to one-half, three-fourths, or even 
a whole year's consumption, it would affoinl a 

2D 2 
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retouroe for as long a duration of scarcity as 
almost ever occurs. 

There is no physical impossibility in this^ for 
grain may be preserved by proper care for more 
than a year, with little injury. But there are 
moral and political obstacles which go far to 
prevent a system of this kind from being carried 
into execution to any considerable extent. The 
farmer cannot afford to keep back his produce 
from the market If he could, it is not his in- 
terest to do so. The corn-dealer will seldom 
find it a profitable measure to keep large quan- 
tities on hand. It has sometimes been suggested 
that granaries might be erected at the public 
expense, and a large quantity of corn purchased, 
and renewed from time to time ; but the quantity 
kept up till a time of scarcity made it necessary 
to have recourse to it. If anything of this kind 
has ever been done, it has been on a very limited 
scale*; and to carry it to extent in a large 
country is impracticable. Among other insu- 
perable objections, one is, that the mob would 
rise and plunder the granaries whenever they 
felt the pressure of scarcity. However, if the 

* In the city of Bern public granaries are said to have been 
erected, capable of holding a supply to that cify for several 
years. 
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principle be admitted, as we think it oughts tiiat 
a large stock of corn in the country is desirable* 
nothing should be done to discourage any who 
may be inclined to contribute thereto. Instead 
(rf* considerkig the ingrosser as a nuii^Etnce, and 
delivering him to the vengeance of the mob, he 
is rather to be accounted a useful member «f 
society. The difficulty is how to render his em- 
{doyment so beneficial to himself as to induce 
him to persevere in it. 

Com is, in ordinary seasons, applied to other 
purposes besides food, in considerable quantities, 
and the prohibition of such applications in time 
of scarcity affords a considerable supply. Of 
these the distillery is the most considerable, and 
the prohibition of distiUing from grain has been 
several times had recourse to in years of scardity* 
We are far from desiring that the ordinary con- 
stmiption of grain in spirits shoiild be increased^ 
in order to render the supply from this source 
more ample. The moral evils arising from the 
immoderate use of spirits among the lower ranks 
are too heavy to admit any measure that might 
tend to encourage their use, which ought to be 
discountenanced aad repressed by every possible 
means. 

The prohibition of brewing beer is a measure 
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that has not been as yet had recourse to. It 
would occasion heavier privations than that of 
spirits, and is also liable to other objections* 
Yet the calamity of famine may be so great; 
though in modern times it has seldom been so, 
as to render every measure for increasing the 
supply of food necessary, 

Wlien the ordinary food is composed of a 
variety of articles, this variety affords some pro* 
tection against famine. The several kinds of 
grain crops are likely to suffer from the same 
inclement season, but the potatoe crop may 
escape, and afford relief in proportion to the 
quantity usually raised. If animal food furnish 
part of the nourishment of a considerable pro-* 
portion of the community, it is not liable to fail ; 
and in countries bordering on the sea, part of 
the ordinary food consists of fish, and this pari 
may be expected, in the scarcest years, in ordi- 
nary abundance. In scarce years, of late, soup 
kitchens, at first suggested by Count Rumford, 
were set up in many towns, both in Britain 
and the continent, from motives of humanity. 
Though their effect is not considerable, yet, as 
their tendency is to procure a share of animal food 
for the lower ranks, prepared in the most econor 
mical manner, they are useful in some degree. 
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Voluntary associations have sometimes been 
formed among persons in affluent circumstances^ 
in years of scarcity, for being sparing in the 
use of food from grain, and having recourse 
chiefly to other articles, which, on account of 
their expense, were beyond the reach of the 
lower ranks. Though much effect could not be 
expected from such associations, yet, as they 
indicate a humane attention to the wants of the 
poor, we consider them as commendable. 

But the effects of these or any other expe- 
dients that can be suggested are insufficient for 
affording a supply of food during a severe 
famine, and the only effectual alleviation of that 
calamity is by diminished consumption. At 
sea, when provisions become scarce, the crew 
are put upon short allowance. So they should oh 
land. At sea this restriction is enforced by the 
authority of the commander. But how shall we 
enforce it throughout a country ? . The only effec- 
tual way is, by suffering the price of corn to rise 
so high, that the lower, and even the middling 
ranks, may be only able to purchase a scanty 
subsistence. The sooner this rise of price takes 
place the better. Any attempts to conceal the 
true state of the country, or prevent the rise of 
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price at the beginning of the season, if they had 
any effect at all, would do hann. 

Bounties have been sMoetiflBes granted by 
Govenmeat on impcnted corn, in seasons where 
the crop appeared deficient. This might give 
a cheaper and more plentiful supply, and prevent 
in some measure the pressure of want; yet we 
doubt the propriety of such a measure. If the 
famine be general, the offer of a bounty must be 
ineffectual, for other nations are in want them- 
selves, and have nothing to ^are. If the famine 
be partial, the rise of prices in the country 
which suffers from it will afford sufficient in- 
ducement to other nations to supply what we 
want. 

A certain extent of privation does not destroy 
the health of the human constitution, but if it 
be carried beyond that limit it does sa When 
the price of corn rises very high, the labouring 
classes cannot afford to purchase what is re- 
quisite for supporting health, and may even be 
exposed to starvation. In such a case relief 
should be given them, either in money or some 
kind of cheap food, by means of poor-rates, or 
voluntary charity. Though poor-rates are not 
in general desirable, the urgency of the case 
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now supposed may require them. But this 
relief, whether voluntary, or arising from poor- 
rates, should be confined within such bounds 
as to afford the narrowest subsistence consistent 
with the health of those who receive it. 
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CONCLUDING REFLECTIONS, 

The utmost extent of wealth which the state of 
human nature can attain would result from a 
union of the following sources ; — a favourable 
climate, and fertile soil, cultivated to the ut- 
most; general industry among the people, 
directed by skill, and aided by good machinery 
and division of labour ; a spirit of enterprize 
which leads to a commercial intercourse with 
every nation where experience has found it 
profitable, but not impelled by extraneous en- 
couragement ; an exemption from foreign wars 
and domestic dissensions; a mild and frugal 
administration at home. To give these full 
effect, they must remain steady for a consider- 
able length of tune. 

No nation ever enjoyed a combination of all 
these advantages, and consequently none ever 
attained the utmost pitch of wealth.. The culti- 
vation of the earth, the most important source 
of wealth, is far from being carried to the 
utmost perfection. In the most improved coim- 
tries of Europe, there are still many uncultivated 
tracts susceptible of improvement. Draining,^ 
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irrigation, and other important operations, are 
only partially practised, and the common modes 
of husbandry admit of much improvement. 

A more splendid kind of wealth may be dis- 
played in the metropolis of a conqueror, who 
has ravaged all the regions around, and collected 
their spoils. In regard to the general mass of 
wealth, the ravages of war are in the highest 
degree destructive. The emphatic epithet of 
the Scourge of God has been aptly bestowed 
on the extensive warrior. If we lay aside the 
consideration of what the conquered countries 
suffer, and only attend to the state of the con- 
quercwr's country ; nay, further, if we set aside 
the general condition of his country, and confine 
our attention to the spot where the spoils of the 
vanquished are accumulated and displayed, our 
imaginations may be dazzled, but our judgment 
will find little to admire. Riches, thus collected, 
no more resemble riches acquired by industry, 
in advancing the happiness of the nation, than 
the mirth of intoxication is worthy of being 
compared to the permanent flow of spirits which 
health and activity confer. 

THE END. 
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